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PREF AGE. 


Tis not without diffidence, that the author of this 
work, aware of the magnitude of the taſk he 
has undertaken, ventures to uſher the firſt Part in- 
to public notice. In mentioning the motive which 
induced him to project an hiſtorical retroſpect of 
European affairs during the year 1799, it is far from 
his intention to depreciate the value of the Regiſ- 
ters which annually appear ; their character is al- 
ready eſtabliſhed. He will, however, be pardoned 
for obſerving, that as the extenſive and diverſified 
plan of theſe publications neceſſarily ebliges their 
authors to compreſs the accounts of military opera- 
tions and political events, many readers may require 
a greater amplitude of narrative. 


Moak anxious to aſcertain facts than to embel- 
liſh his ſtyle, he might perhaps plead that the plan 
of theſe Memoirs can only be matured by time 
and experience. The title adopted, and the nature 
of a periodical work minute in its detail, are gene- 
rally underſtood to admit a greater latitude of exe- 
cution, than regular hiſtory requires. The profeſ- 
fional critic who is not actuated by private pique, 
nor influenced by the intereſted ſuggeſtion of his 
employer, will treat with leniency a production, the 
writer of which pretends only to the merit of being 
induſtrious. At the ſame time, it may be obſerved, 
that the record of ſanguinary battles ſeldom admit 
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of varied diction ; while the verſatility of negotia- 
tors, and the diſguſting narrative of civil difcord, 
are but little ſuſceptible of poliſhed language. 


Ax unconcerned ſpectator of the buſtle of man- 
kind, the author thinks himſelf entitled to arrogate 
the epithet of impartial. But although his heart 
abſolves bim of intentional error, yet, amidſt ſuch 
a diverſicy of public occurrences, the accounts of 
which ever receive the colouring of prejudice and 
paſſion, it is poſſible that miſtakes may have been 
committed. While, however, he profeſſes his wiſh 
to correct exceptionable paſſages, a becoming re- 


ſpect for candour requires, that he ſhould diſregard 


the querulouſneſs of party. The annexed State-Pa- 
pers will prove of meſtim able value to the future 
Eiſtorian; and by occafional reference to them, 
the reader will have it in his power to form an o- 
pinion for himſelf, without placing implicit confi- 
dence in the obſervations of the writer. 


Tut publication of the ſecond Paxr will be for. 
warded with all poſſible diſpatch. But it is obvi- 
ouſly neceſſary to poſtpone it a few weeks, in order 
that a multiplicity of circumſtances, influencing 
public events, may be ſufficiently developed, ſo as 
to enable the author to record facts with fidelity, 
and warrant him in hazarding political remarks. 
To one who does not boaſt cf poſſeſſing uncommon 
ivurces of information, ſucha delay is indiſpenſable: 
i: 13 dictated by a ſacred regard for truth, and a 
tenſe of the duty he owes to the public. 
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MEMOIRS OF EUROPE 


DURING 


the deſtruction of the weſtern empire, has 
been marked by events of ſuch magnitude as thoſe, 
which diſtinguiſh the concluſion of the preſent cen- 
tury. After the Gothic and other barbarian nations 
had confolidated their eſtabliſhments in Europe, and 
after Germany and France had been formed into 
two diſtin and independent kingdoms, the political 
ſyſtem of the weſtern world ſeemed to be mude l- 
led in fuch a manner, as to ſecure it in future a- 
gainſt innovation on a general ſcale. The terri- 
tories of ſeveral incontiderable princes were, in 
the lapſe of ages, gradually incorporated with the 
great monarchies by the intermarriages of the . 
vereigns, or abſorbed by the fate of war. Still, 
however, nations confined themſelves to local di 
putes reſpecting territorial acquiſition, and all qua 
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rels originated from the aggrandiſement of particu- 
lar families ; while the monarch and the chieftain, 
intrenched behind feudal inftitutions, ſet at defiance 
any popular effort for the amelioration of civil ſo- 
ciety. In this ſtate of things, ſeveral centuries rol- 
led on amidft the gloom of feudaliſm and the tur- 
bulence of barbarous manners; the warlike vir- 
tues were alone the object of the ambition and the 
eſteem of every rank. 


A communiry of rational beings, particularly af- 
ter the introduction of letters, have a natural ten- 
dency to progreſſive civilization. If a conſider- 
able portion of the human race had enjoyed acen- 
tury of uninterrupted tranquillity, the intercourſe 
of nations, and, what operates as a more powerful 
cauſe, the active mind of man, when detached from 
warfare, and directed towards the arts of peace, 
would have rapidly adyanced ſocial improvement. 
But the continual recurrence of war, ſuperinduced 
by the ſelfiſh paſſions of princes and their favour- 
ites, too effectually tended to retain the people in 
ignorance and thraldom. The firſt ray of light, 
that illurained Europe, was the invention of 
printing; and no ſooner was it known, than ſcience, 
hitherto confined to a few ſolitary individuals, be- 
came, fo to ſay, the property of mankind. It is by 
the collifion of ſentiment that truth is elicited ; 
and the diſcuſſions of the learned, although ulti- 
mately fatal to the overgrown power and tyranny 
of the great, promoted the general welfare of na- 
tions. The Reformation and religious controver- 
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fies of the fifteenth and fixteenth centuries, by 
teaching men to call in queſtion tenets ſanctioned, 
or rather conſecrated, by the credulity of their an- 
ceſtors, contributed to the diffuſion of knowledge, 
and were attended with benefits, that amply com- 
penſated for the temporary convulſions they occa- 
Sioned. The Proteſtant princes of Germany were 
influenced by political as well as religious motives 
to ſupport Luther, and conſequently obliged to 
foſter amongſt the people a principle of oppoſition 
to the hitherto ſacred decrees of councils and 
kings: thus mankind gained in proportion as the 
noble and the prieſt were ſtript of their uſurped 
prerogatives, which violence and ſuperſtition had 
originally created. The hiſtory of this epoch in- 
tereſts the heart: the ultimate ſucceſs of the Pro- 
teſtant league againſt that coloſſal power, which 
ſpiritual and temporal villainy conjured up againft 
it, appears even miraculous: we deplore the differ- 
ences that aroſe between its members, we weep at 
their diſaſters, and we exult in their triumphs. The 
mind is agonized on contemplating the atrocities, 
which (to uſe a forcible ex preſſion) enſanguined the 
\ ſixteenth century. It was then Europe trembled at 
the frown of her tyrants : it was then that a Henry 
VIII. a Mary of England, a Philip II. a Catharine 
de Medecis, a Charles IX. a Henry III. and a 
Chriftian II. preſided on the throne : it was then 
that the maſſacre of St. Bartholomew, and the hor- 
rid orgies of Smithfield and Madrid, diſgraced the 
annals of the human ſpecies ; and that the hallow- 
ed rulers of church and ftate celebrated their union 
by the immolation of a thouſand victims. 


4 POLITICAL AND MILITARY 


As in the phyſical world a placid calm ſucceeds 
the rage of the tempeſt, it might have been expect- 
ed, that Europe, glutted with diſaſters, would have 
ſought and enjoyed a lengthened period of tran- 
quillity ; but in the rivalry of nations uncurbed by 
moral laws that compel obedience, emulation pro- 
duces rancour, an oppoſition of intereſts engenders 
diſputes, and diſputes terminate in war and devaſ- 
tation. During the age of chivalry, the ambition 
of the monarch entailed misfortune on his ſubjects; 
during the age of religious controverſy, the torch 
of civil diſcord fpread every where its baleful in- 


fluence; and during the age of commerce, which | 


compriſes the greater part cf the preſent century, 
obtrufive avarice enkindled afreſh the flames of 
war. We have now approached that period, which 
may not inaptly be ſtyled the age of politics. 
At a time not very diſtant, monarchs, preſum- 
mg to term themſelves the vice-gerents of the 
Deity, arrogated an uncontroulable authority, 
which they claimed by a divine and indefeiſible 
right ; but m the progreſs of knowledge, the prin- 
ciples of civil polity have been developed, and ſo- 
vereigus inſtructed that the only baſes of their title 
are the conſent and affections of their ſubjects. 
Yet while this ſalutary doctrine is acknowledged, 
the man cf gentle and benevolent manners, accuſ- 
tomed to cautious inveſtigation, and taught to be- 
heve, that change ought to be produced by the 
conviction of reaſon, and not effected by the point 
of the bayonet, will fincerely lament the precipi- 
tate ſubverſion of eftabliſhed inſtitutions, and the 
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raaddening fury of ſanguinary and unprincipled 


ſactions. 


Ir is not within the sphere of the following work Prelimins- 
to trace the origin and progreſs of the French revo- 
lation, or the destructive war it has occagtoned; nei- 
ther does it permit our introducing a narrativeof the 
multifarious operations of the preceding campaigns, 
or of the bloody ſtruggles of the ephemeral factions, 
which have ſucceſſively held the reins of government 
in France. But before entering on a detail of the mi- 
litary and political events during the year 1799, it will 
be neceſſary to recur to some anterior transactions, in 
order to enable the reader to forman accurate idea of 
the tate of Europe at the period, from which we 
commence our narrative. In doing this, we will have 
occafion to remark that inflexible ſpirit of animo- 
ſity which unhappily pervades the belligerent go- 
vernments, and deeply to regret its deſolating 
conſequences. A. ceſſation of hoſtilities, however 
grateful to humanity, is merely a breathing moment 
tor preparation, that both parties may enter the lifts 
with renovated fury. It is only a prelude to wider 


_ devaſtation :---even a ſolemn treaty becomes a fal- 


lacious truce, and every circumftance predicts, that 
the preſent conteſt can alone be terminated by the 
unqualified triumph of monarchy or republicaniſm. 
In vain the friend of peace ſighs for its return; in 
vain his eye ranges among the neutral ſovereigns in 
ſearch of one, whole power enables, or inclination 
induces him to part embattled hofts. The calm 
voice of reaſon is loſt amidſt the clangour of arms: 


17987. 
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impaſſioned nations have now appealed to the 
ſword, and its deſtructive edge can alone decide the 
ſtruggle. To no purpoſe has the experience of 
mankind, during two centur ies ſpent in wars con- 
cerning abſtract principles of religion, demonſtrat- 
ed the folly of thoſe who attempted to ſtifle them. 
The thunder of the cannon may dictate obedi- 
ence, but it cannot convince the underftanding : if 
opinions be groundleſs, they will expire of them- 
ſelves, and the common ſenſe of the people will 
prove triumphant ; but if founded on immutable 
truths, no violence can eradicate them from the 
human mind. 


AFTER the concluſion of General Buonaparte's 
campaign in Italy and Germany by the ſigning of 
the preliminaries of peace at Leoben in April 
1797, a protracted negociation enſued relative to 
the terms of a definitive treaty. It is not our in- 
tent to trace the cauſes, which occaſioned this di- 
latory procedure ; but it may in general be re- 
marked, that as the brilliant victories of the French 
armies had rendered a temporary ſuſpenfion of 
arms, and the evacuation of Germany, indiſpenſable 
to the preservation and ſafety of the Imperial houſe, 
little fincerity ought tohave been expected from an 
act of neceſſity; and accordingly we find, that the 
Emperor evinced a fteady inclination to eicape 
from an unhallowed agreement with heretical re- 
publicans. His exhauſted ftate, and the unfa- 
vourable aſpect of circumftances, deterred him 
rom an immediate renewal of hoſtilities, while 


— 


Deer 


8 F485. gg FSSBFZgHBSFEZ RSS 2 2 8 


* WW wr ry = 


MEMOIRS OF EUROPE. - 


the acquiſition of the Venetian territories ſoothed 1797. 
his diſappointed ambition. Future events have 
now removed the thin film, which veiled the du- 
plicity of the Imperial miniſters ; at the ſame time 

we will find reaſon to accuſe the French govern- 
ment of aſſuming a dictatorial cond uct barely war- 
ranted by the laws of European policy. 


By the public treaty concluded at Campo-For- Public des- 
mio, the Emperor unequivocally acknowledg- ey yerween 
ed the Ciſalpine republic as an independant power; Jane = 
and as the contracting parties profeſſed to be alike 
animated with the defire of removing every cauſe 
of interruption to the good underftanding happily 
eſtabliſhed between them, they mutually bound 
themſelves, in the moſt ſolemn manner, to contri- 
bute to the utmoſt of their power to the mainten- 
ance of internal tranquillity in their reſpective 
ſtates. His Imperial Majeſty ceded the late Auſ- 
trian Netherlands to the French republic, and con- 
ſented to her poſſeſſing, in full ſovereignty, all the 
flands in the Levant, and certain eftabliſhments 
in Albany, formerly belonging to the Venetian 
ſtate; while the republic on her part conſented, 
that the Emperor ſhould poſſeſs Iftria, Dalmatia, 
the Venetian iflands in the Adriatic, the city of 
Venice, and all Terra Firma. This treaty like- 
wile fixes the limits of the Cifalpine republic, and 
contains a multiplicity of ſubordinate conditions, 
which it is not neceſſary to enumerate. We muſt, 
however, ſtate at conſiderable length the articles of 
| an additional convention, which was figned by the 
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1797- plenipotentiaries on the ſame day at Campo-For. 
—_— 


dannen. His Imperial Majeſty, by the firſt article of this 
theſe two ſecret treaty, conſented, that the frontiers of the 
n French republic ſhould extend to the Rhine, and 
engaged to uſe his influence, that France, by the 
peace to be concluded with the empire, ſhould re- 
tain that line as its boundary. But if, notwith- 
ſtanding the mediation of the Emperor, the Ger- 
manic body ſhould refuſe to conſent to the boun- 
dary line of the republic, as regulated by this con- 
vention, he formally engaged to furniſh to the em- 
pire no more than his contingent, which ſhould 
not be employed in any fortified place, or other- | 
wile it ſhould be confidered as a rupture of the 
peace and friendſhip re-eftabliſhed between Auſ- 
tria and France. The ſecond article ſtipulated, 
that the Emperor ſhould employ his good offices, 
in the enſuing negociation of peace with the em- 
pire, to obtain, 1. That the navigation of the 
Rhine, from Huninguen to the territory of Hol- 
land, ſhould be free both to the French republic 
and the ſtates of the empire on the right bank ;--- 
2. That the poſſeſſors of territory near the mouth 
of the Moſelle ſhould, at no time and on no pre- 
tence, attempt to interrupt the free navigation 
and paſſage of veſſels from the Moſelle into the 
Rhine; and, 3. That the republic ſhould have 
the free navigation of the Meuſe, and that the 
tolls and other impoſts from Venloo to Holland 
ſhould be aboliſhed. His Majeſty renounced the 
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ſovereignty and poſſeſſion of the country of Fal- 1797. 
kenſtein and its dependencies ; and it was agreed. 


that the countries taken poſſeſſion of by Auſtria, 
in conſequence of the fixth article of the public 
definitive treaty, ſhould be confidered as an indem- 


niſication for the territory given up by the ſeventh 


article of that treaty, and the ceſſion of Falken- 
ſtein ; but this ſtipulation was only to be in force, 
when the troops of his Imperial Majefty ſhould 
have occupied the countries ceded by theſe ar- 
ticles. The French republic pledged herſelf to 
employ her influence, that the Emperor ſhould re- 
ceive the archbiſhopric of Saltzburg, and that part 
of the circle of Bavaria lying between the arch- 
biſhopric, the rivers Inn and Salzt, and the Tyrol, 
including the town of Waſſerburg cn the right 
bank of the Inn. His Majeſty, by the fixth ar- 
ticle, conſented to give up to the French republic, 
at the concluſion of peace with the Empire, the 


fovereignty and poſſeſſion of the Frickthal, and all 


the territory belonging to the houſe of Auſtria on 
the left bank of the Rhine, between Zurzach and 
Baſle, provided his Majefty received a proportion- 
ate indemnification ; but it was ſtipulated, that the 
French republic, in conſequence of particular 
arrangements to be afterwards made, ſhould unite 
that territory with the Helvetic republic, without 
farther interference on the part of his Majeſty or 


the empire. The ſeventh article bore, that if the 


French republic ſhould mak an acquiſition in 

Germany by the enſuing peace with the empire, 

his Imperial Majeſty ſhould receive an equivalent: 
B 
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and if his Majeſty ſhould make an acquiſition, the 
republic ſhould in like manner receive an equiva- 
lent. By the eighth article, the Prince of Naſſau- 
Dietz, late Stadtholder of Holland, was to receive 
a territorial indemnification, but not in the vicini- 
ty of the Auſtrian poſſeſſions, or of the Batavian 
republic. France made no difficulty in reſtoring to 
the King of Pruſſia his poſſeſſions on the left bank 
of the Rhine ; it was, however, agreed that no new 
acquiſition ſhould be propoſed for his Pruffian Ma- 
jeſty, and this ſtipulation the two contracting powers 
mutually guaranteed ; but in caſe he ſhould con- 
ſent to cede to the French and Batavian republics 
ſome ſmall part of his territory on the left bank of 
the Meuſe, the Emperor agreed to uſe his influ- 
ence, that ſuch ceffions ſhould be accepted and 
rendered valid by the Germanic body. His Ma- 
jeſty, by the eleventh article, pledged himfelf not 
to object to the manner in which the Imperial fiefs 
had been diſpoſed of by the French in favour of 
the Ligurian republic, and to uſe his influence in 
conjunction with France, that the Diet of the em- 
pire ſhould renounce all feudal fovereignty over 
the countries making part of the Ciſalpine and 
Ligurian republics, as alſo over the Imperial fiefs 


lying between Tuſcany, the ſtates of Parma, the 


Ligurian and Luccheſe republics, and the adjacent 
points of the Modeneſe territory, which fiefs made 
part of the Ciſalpine republic. The twelfth ar- 
ticle bore, that the two contracting powers ſhould 
in concert employ their influence in the courſe of 
the negociation with the empire, that the Electors 
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of Mentz, Treves, and Cologne, the Elector-Pala- 1797. 
tine of Bavaria, the Duke of Wirtemberg and 
Teck, the Margrave of Baden, the Duke of Deux- 

Ponts, the Landgraves of Heſſe-Caſſel and Darm- 

ſtadt, and the other princes and ftates of the em- 

pire, who ſhould ſuffer any loſs of territory or rights 

in conſequence of the ſtipulations in this conven- 

tion, or in conſequence of the treaty to be conclud- 

ed with the empire, ſhould receive proportionable 
indemnifications in Germany, to be ſettled by mutu- 

al agreement with the republic. It was ſtipulated 

by the thirteenth article, that the Imperial troops 

ſhould evacuate the towns and fortrefles of Mentz, 
Ehrenbreiſtein, Philipſburg, Manheim, Koening- 
ſtein, Ulm, Ingolitadt, and, in general, the whole 
territory of the empire to the boundaries of the 
hereditary ſtates, within twenty days after the ex- 
change of the ratifications. And laſtly, it was a- 
greed, that theſe ſecret articles ſhould have the ſame 
force as if inſerted in the public treaty of peace, 
and be ratified at the fame time by the two powers, 
the ratifications to be exchanged at Raſtadt. 


Tux contracting parties had agreed by the twen- 
tieth article of the public definitive treaty, that 
there ſhould be held at Raſtadt a congreſs folely 
compoſed of the plenipotentiaries of the German 
empire and the French republic, for a pacification 
between theſe two powers ; and that this congreſs 
ſhould be opened a month after the figning of the 
treaty, or as ſoon as poſſible. Accordingly, in the 
beginning of December 1797, the reſpective pleni- 
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1797. poteniiaries aſſembled at Raſtadt, and continued 
—— fitting until the twenty-eighth of April 1799, when 


the horrid cataſtrophe occurred, which we will 
hereafter have occaſion to relate. 


Taz French legation at Raſtadt was at firſt com- 
poſed of the citizens Treilhard and Bonnier, who 
had acted as plenipotentiaries in the conferences 
with Lord Malmeſbury at Liſle. We are unable 
to aſcertain, whether General Buonaparte wasnomi- 
nated chief plenipotentiary, or repaired to Raſtadt 
on a ſpecial miſſion from the Executive Directory. 
Circumftances, however, induce us to ſuppoſe the 
latter, and that the object of his journey was to 
prevent procraſtination in the exchange of the ra- 
tifications of the public and ſecret treaties of Cam- 
po-Formio, and in concluding a military conven- 
tion between the republic and the Emperor, which 
was agreed to on the firſt of December 1797, and 
reciprocally guaranteed by that General on the 
part of France, and by the Counts Cobentzel, De 
la Tour, and Meerfeldt, cn the part of his Impe- 
rial Majeſty. It was ſtipulated by this conven- 
tion, that the troops ot the Emperor, and thoſe of 
the empire in his pay, ſhould evacuate the ter- 
ritory of the empire by the twenty- fifth of De- 
cember, and withdraw into the hereditary ſtates 
of his Majeſty beyond the river Inn ; and that his 
contingent ſhould retire acroſs the Lech, and not 
be employed in the fortreſſes of the empire. The 
troops of the garriſon of Mentz . were not to a- 
mount, on the twenty-fifth of that rponth, to- 
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more than 15,000 men; and on the fame day, the 
French army was to evacuate the Venetian ter- 
ritories, of which the Emperor was to take poſſeſ- 
ſion; but it was agreed, that fifteen thouſand 
French troops ſhould remain in theſe terntones, 
as well to garriſon the different fortreſſes as to 
maintain order. On the twentieth of December, 


the Imperial troops were to evacuate Manheim, 
Philipſburgh, Ehrenbreitſtein, Ulm, Ingolſtadt, and 
Wurtzburg. and reftore them to the fovereigns 
to whom they appertained; and at the ſame time 
the artiliery, ammunition, and proviſions, belong · 
iag to the Emperor in theſe places, were to be re- 
moved by the thirtieth of that month. By the 
eighth article, the French troops were to blockade 
Mentz on the tenth, but the communication was 
to remain open to the Auſtrians for the purpoſe of 
removing the ſtores. The Imperial plenipotentiaries 
were to declare to the Diet of the Empire before 
the eighth of December, that it was the intentiori 
of their ſovrereigu to evacuate its territory and 
ſortreſſes; and they were alſo to procure the 
furrender of Mentz, on the part of the Elector 
and the empire, to the French troops during the 
negociations, ſo that they might be in poſſeſſion of 
the city on the thirtieth ; but if the Elector or Ger- 
manic body ſhould refuſe their conſent, the republic 
was at liberty to compel them by force. The 
French generals in the vicinity of Ehrenbreitftein 
were to afford to the Auſtrian troops, who evacua- 
ted that place, every aſſiſtance on their march, 
and to furniſh horſes and carriages for the convey- 
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ance of artillery and ſtores. It was likewiſe ſtipu- 
lated, that the French and Ciſalpine troops ſhould, 


by the thirtieth, evacuate Palma-Nuova, Oſoppo, 


Porto-Legnago, Verona, the two caſtles, the city 
of Venice, and the Venetian territory to the line 
of demarkation ; and that the Imperial and French 
commanders-in-chief in Italy ſhould take all the 


neceſſary meaſures to ſecure the execution of the 
fixth article of the treaty of Campo- Formio, and 


alſo provide for the removal of every obſtruction 


ſion was to be given them according to this conven- 


tion and the ſecret treaty. And laſtly, if maga- } 


zines of warlike ſtores and proviſions, belonging to 
the French republic, ſhould remain in theſe terri- 
tonies and fortreſſes at the time they were taken 
poſſeſſion of by the Imperial troops, all neceflary 
protection and affiftance were to be granted for 
their removal. 


To negociate with the Germanic body is pro- 


verbial for lengthened diſcuſſions and vexatious 


delays, as the variable and jarring intereſts of the 
electors and princes render nearly chimerical all 
hopes of concluding a definitive arrangement. It 
would extend our introductory retroſpect to an 
inconvenient length, were we to enumerate the va- 
rious notes and reſolutions publiſhed during the 
continuance of the congreſs; we muſt therefore 
confine ourſelves to that period and thoſe parts of 


the negociations, when the parties ſeemed ap- 


that might impede the Auſtrian troops in occu- | 
pying the territories and fortreſſes, of which poſſeſj—-— 
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proaching to a friendly adjuſtment. No inftance 


1797. 


ever occurred, that evinced more cogently the fy. ——— 


tility of affecting concealment of a treaty, as the 
filence of the French government reſpecting the 
ſecret convention of Campo-Formio, and the muli- 
tary one concluded at Raftadt. Had theſe been 
publiſhed to the world, France would have been 
ſecured from a load of opprobrium, on account of 
the apparent magnitude of her claims ; while the 
tenor of the treaties would have precluded an 
useless diſcuſſion of the bafis of the negociation, 
and at once intimated the general terms of peace 
to the whole Germanic body, and exacted compli- 
ance. The great potentates of Europe can never 
be at a loss to ascertain the nature of the moſt fe- 
cret treaty ;---Jupiter in a ſhower of gold entered 
the apartment of the impriſoned Dana, and won 
the heart of the fair one. The French miniſters, 
by bringing forward a new demand after the dif- 


cuſſion of a former, ſeemed to regard it merely as 


the ſimple effect of the progreſſion of ideas, while 
this tardy and ſucceſſive development of their 
plan was held up to mankind as the foundation of 
an ambitious project, that threatened the indepen- 
dance and ſecurity of Europe. 


Tax primary points, canvaſſed at Raſtadt, were Primary 


the ceſſion of all the German territories on the left 
bank of the Rhine, and the admiſſion of ſeculari- 
zation as the bafis of indemnity ; to theſe the De- 
putation of the empire, after a protracted diſcuſ- 


lion, conſented, althougli with an extreme and ve- 


points can - 
vaſſed at 
Raſtadt. 
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ry natural reluctance. As the arrangement of the 


—— boundary line, which next engroſſed the atten- 


tion of the congreſs, was leſs fimple in its na- 
ture than the preceding, the Imperial miniſters 
availed themſelves of its complicated qualities to 
retard the pacification, until the ſecret plans, car- 
rying on by the coaleſced powers, were ſufficiently 
matured for a ſucceſsful exploſion. After many 
tedious and lengthened debates, and after the in- 
terchange of a multiplicity of notes, the Deputa- 
tion on the ſeventh of Auguſt formed a concluſum, 
whereby they conſented to the abolition of the toll- 
duties on the Rhine, as the republic had agreed to 
the ſuppreſſion of thoſe on the left bank. At the ſame 
time, as the loſs of theſe duties required ſome fixed 
compenſation, the arrangement of which might ex- 
perience much difficulty and delay, they ſuggeſted 
that the complete ſuppreſſion ought not to take 
place for two years, which would give time for ſe- 
curing entirely the free navigation of the river, 
from its mouth upwards, by means of a conven- 
tion with the Batavian republic. They likewiſe 
conſented, that the principal navigable courſe of 
the Rhine, formerly called the Thalweg, as fix- 
ed by ſcientific men with common conſent, ſhould 
form the future boundary between Germany and 
France. With regard to the iflands in that river, 
the propoſition, that thoſe lying on the right of 
the Thalweg ſhould remain with the empire and 
thoſe on the left ſhould be ceded to the republic, 
was perfectly agrecable to the withes of the De- 
putation ; and they alſo acceded :o the propoſal 
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of the French miniſters, that any future change in 1798. 
the channel of the river ſhould not innovate the ——<= 
rights of ſovereignty over the iſlands. The private 
property of the iſles, and the free enjoyment of 

their produce, were to belong to the preſent and 

future proprietors without regard to the ſtipulated 

line of ſeparation ; and, in addition to theſe points, 

the neutrality of the navigation was to be ſcrupu- 
louſly obſerved. Thus far the coincidence of the 
negociating parties merits approbation ; and when 
it is recollected, that the numberleſs and vexatious 
tolls on the Rhine had hitherto operated ſtrongly 
againſt the improvement of the adjacent territories, 
and nearly amounted to an abſolute prohibition of 
commercial relations, the propofition of the repub- 
lic, as to the unqualified freedom of the navigation 
of the river, was founded on a ſolid and liberal po- 
licy, however much it might militate againſt the re- 
venues of the petty princes in the vicinity, whoſe af- 
fectation of conſequence and ſplendour has hither- 
to absorbed the induſtry of their ſubjects. 


Taz French plenipotentiaries had repreſented Article m. 
the exiſtence of the fortreſs of Ehrenbreitſtein as in- — 
compatible with the ſecurity of Coblentz, and like- f. 
wiſe ſtated it to be the irrevocable demand of their 
government, that this fortreſs ſhould be demoliſh- 
ed: they had alſo demanded liberty to retain poſſeſ- 
fion of Kehl and its territory, and the fort of Caſſel as 
an appendage of Mentz. By the thirdarticle of this 
concluſum, the Deputation acceded tothe *© affiiting” 
propoſition, that 2 — ſhould be demo- 
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liſhed after the concluſion of peace; but this con- 
ſent was given under the condition, fine qua non et 
reſolutiva, that the French government ſhould de- 
moliſh all the fortified places on the right of 
the Rhine and the Thalweg, viz. Kehl, Caffe], 
the fort of Mars, and the iſle of St. Pierre; and that 
theſe ſhould be given up to the Empire, and all 
claims to them, as well as to other places on the 
ſame fide, ſolemnly renounced by France. The De- 
putation farther declared, that, in adopting the re- 
{olution to give up in future a bulwark which had 
hitherto been ſo uſeful, they thought themſelves en- 
titled to demand in confiſtency with exiſting conven- 
tions,* that the blockade of Ehrenbreitſtein ſhould 


® Ix conſequence of this allufion by the Deputation to 2 
real or pretended convention, the author thought it his du- 
ty to make the moſt aſſiduous reſearch ; but his enquiry 
has been fruitleſs, and he is fatisficd that ſuch a convention 
never exiſted. In a concluſum (6th November) of the De- 
putation on the ſubject of re- victualling Ehrenbreitſtein, it 
is mentioned in theſe words: When on the eighteenth 
April 1797, the ſuſpenſion of arms was ſtipulated at Leo- 
ben for Germany, and conſented to by the parties, the ge- 
nerals-in-chicf of the two armies, Werneck and Hoche, a- 
greed on the eighteenth of April 1797, In caſe hoſtilities 
ſhould recommence, Mentz and Ehrenbreitſtein ſhall be 


victualled for as many days as the armittice ſhall have laſt- 
ed. The Zuſtrian generals ſhall inform the French gene- 


rals of ſuch victualling, in order that it may be aſcertained : 
it ſhall be done from week to week during the timethe armis- 
tice only ſhall laſt.” Unfortunately for the authenticity of rhis 
alledged convention, General Hoche only croffed the Rhine 
on the eighteenth, and afterwards fought the battles of U- 
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be immediately raiſed, and the meaſures diſcon- 1798. 
tinned which had been taken to prevent the inha- ——<- 


bitants of the Thal from receiving proviſions. 


Brroxr proceeding to enumerate the ſubſequent Remarks 


articles of the conclyſum, we will take the liberty 
of hazarding a few remarks on the preceding pro- 
poſition. We have already mentioned, that his 
Imperial Majeſty, by the thirteenth article of the 
ſecret convention at Campo-Formio, agreed to eva- 
cuate, among other places, the fortreſs of Ehrenbreit- 
ſtein, and withdraw his troops to the hereditary 
ſtates beyond the Inn ; but it can no more be vir- 
tually inferred from this, that he conſented to 
the ceſſion or demolition of that fortreſs, than of 
Philipſburg, Manheim, Ulm, or Ingolſtadt, all parti- 
cularized in the ſame article. Suppoling the par- 


kareth, Altenkirchen, and Dierdorff: and it was not un- 
til the twentv-third that he ſuſpended hoſtilities ; on which 
day he received a diſpatch from General Berthier, intimat- 
ing, not the ſigning of the armiſtice with which Hoche 
was unacquainted, but of the preliminaries of peace. The 
armiſtice was figned on the evening of the ſeventh, and the 
preliminaries at two in the morning of the eighteenth. It 
is no argument to ſay, that fo reſpe&able a body as the 
Deputation would not certainly quote a non- exiſting con- 
vention: do we not find them alluding to the ſecret trea- 
ty of Campo- Formio, the terms of which they either wilful- 
ly perverted, or of which they were ignorant? The ac- 
quieſcence of the Imperial commiſſioner is of no impor- 
tance, as his ſanction of the article, by which the Deputa- 
tion refuſed to cede the Frickthal, as afterwards mentioned, 
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1798. ties to have negociated on a footing of liberal e- 
— quality and material juſtice, while France claimed 
the retention of all the fortrefles on the left fide of 
the Rhine as neceſſary to her ſecurity, the Em- 
pire was entitled, by the ſame law, to demand the 
preſervation of all thoſe on the right bank as an in- 
diſpenſable barrier againſt future aggreſſion. No- 
thing, therefore, could be more vexatious and unjuſt 
than the encroachments of the republic on the oppo- 
fite fide of the river, as Germany would thereby 
have beendeprived of every eſſectual and immediate 
point of defence to reſiſt invaſion : and we cannot 
helpcondemning the tame complaiſance of the Pruſ- 
fian monarch. The Directory appear, tho they 
have not adduced it as an authority, to ground their 
plea on the ſeventh article of the ſecret treaty, 
by which it was arranged as a preſuppoſition, that 
if the republic ſhould make an acquiſition in Ger- 
many by the enſuing peace with the Empire, his 
Imperial Majeſty ſhould receive an equivalent. 
The propoſition of the deputies was liberal and can- 
did, or rather they conceded too much ; while the 
Directory, become arrogant by victory, inſiſted on 
a point involving the ſafety of the north of Ger- 
many, and wantonly riſked the neutrality of his 
Pruſſian Majeſty, whoſe earneſt deſire for the con- 
tinuance of peace induced him reluctantly to com- 
ply. It muft, however, be acknowledged, that 
there is a wide difference between the demolition 
and ceffion of a fortreſs ; and as the arms of France 
had proved triumphant in the conteft, ſhe was en- 
titled to her terms, if not impeded by treaty : at the 
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fame time, ſhe could plead, that a conventional ar- 1791. 
rangement with his Imperial Majeſty didnot preclude —— 


which circumſtances might enable her to procure. 


Tux fourth article of the concluſlum related to m. eter 
bridges eſtabliſhed for the purpoſes of commerce, d con- 
reſpecting which the Deputation perſiſted in their 4. 


opinion, that permanent bridges on a river, which 
ſerved as the boundary between two nations, could 
not be canfidered fimply as relating to commerce, 
but alſo as points of contact connected with political 
ready prevented, in preceding treaties of peace, 
the erection of bridges of the like kind; and they 
hoped the French government would not inſiſt 
farther on the eſtabliſhment of them. Relative 
to the poſſeſſions of the nobility on the left bank 
of the Rhine, further diſcuſſion was requeſted; and 
as to debts attaching to territory on that fide of 
the river, the Deputation pleaded the impractica- 
bility of transferring them to demeſnes on the 
right bank : to this laſt point we will afterwards 
have occaſion to advert, To the ceffion of the 
Frickthal, which the Deputation ftiles a new de- 
mand, they refuſed to conſent ; and this demon- 
filme the propelety of cur edfiocction 2 to the 
impolicy of France remaining filent on the terms 
of the ſecret convention at Campo-Formio, where- 
by his Imperial Majeſty, as proprietor of the Frick- 
thal, had ſolemnly agreed to its ceffion. 


1798. 


— 


cooled of the negociation, he agreed to tranſmit it to the 


thelmperi- 
al\Legation 
and diſcuſ- 
sion there - 
on. 
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Taz Imperial plenipotentiary refuſed to ap- 
prove of this concluſum : not, however, to obſtruct 


French miniſters without annexing his uſual ſanc- 
tion, but took the liberty of ſuppreſſing the third 
article relating to the demolition of Ehrenbreit- 
ſtein. This circumſtance occafioned reiterated 
diſcuſſions in the ſittings of the Deputation, and ſe- 
veral members warmly expreſſed their diſſatisfac- 
tion with the proceeding, as contrary to the inſtruc- 
tions of the Empire and its conſtitution. A for- 
mal interview between the Imperial and French 
plenipotentiaries terminated without effect; and 
the deputies, feeling themſelves in fo unplea- 
fant a ſituation, adopted a concluſum on the ſeven- 
teenth of Auguſt, in which they premiſed, that, in 
compliance with their repeated entreaties, the Im- 
perial commiſſioner had declared to the French mi- 
niſters, that the Deputation had come to a formal 
reſolution reſpecting Ehrenbreitſtein, but that the 
importance of the article obliged him to wait the 
inſtructions of his court, and that he could not and 
would not ſay a word as to his acceding to it, till 
theſe inſtructions were received; that on being 
aſked whether his declaration was official, and 
on his anſwering in the negative, the French 
miniſters replied, that they could not continue a 
diſcuſſion on the ſubject, but would expect a 
ſpeedy anſwer from the Deputation to their laſt 
note : in conſequence of this, the Deputation now 
publicly declared, that they had diſtinctly explain- 
ed themſelves ſeveral days ago reſpeCting the points 
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in the note of the French Legation. The con- 


 cluſum then narrated their reſolution as already 


mentioned relative to Ehrenbreitftein, and con- 
cluded with obſerving, that as the Imperial Com- 
miſſioner had reſerved the power of giving, 
in a ſhort time, his neceſſary declaration on 
the ſubjeRt, the Deputation could only appriſe 
the French plenipotentiaries of the ſtate of things, 
and give them the aſſurance, that the deputies had 
nothing nearer their hearts than to accelerate the 


progrels of the negociation. 


1798. 


AFra1irs at this period aſſumed a very threatning Military 
aſpect. The Auftrians prepared to occupy the 5,7" 


country of the Griſons, the majority of whom 
had rejected a propoſed union with Switzerland; 
and General Shauenburg, the French commander 
in Helvetia, directed part of his troops to defile to- 
wards the Tyrolean and Grifon frontiers. Nu- 
merous bodies of Ruſſians, in the pay of Great 
Britain, were advancing through Poland towards 
Germany ; and it is known, rhat, anterior to this, 
2 triple alliance, the ſpecific terms of which have 
not yet tranſpired, but which were avowedly hoſtile 
to France, was either concluded, or on the point of 
being ſo between Ruſſia, England, and Auftria ; 
and to this treaty his Pruffian Majeſty was to be 
invited to accede. The diplomatic agents la- 
boured inceſſantly in conſolidating a new coalition, 
and every thing portended great events: the 


French government ſent reinforcements to their 


army on the Lahn under General Joubert; but it 
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1798. is apparent from circumſtances, that the poſitions 


Note of the 
French ple- 


— 


were intended ſolely to cover the blockade of Eh- 
renbreitſtein. Although a dilatory and indeciſi ve 
conduct on the part of the republic was obviouſ- 


| ly impolitic, the Directory confined themſelves to 


ineffetual preparations, while the Imperial armies 
were rapidly increaſing, and the Emperor of Ruſſia 
was marching towards his frontier a powerful 
force to the aſſiſtance of his ally. The princes ad- 


jacent to France became alarmed, and implored 


the Deputation of the Empire to haſten the con- 
eluſion of a general peace, by making every poſ- 
fible conceſſion not abſolutely repugnant to their 
duty. Among theſe were the courts of Deux- 
Ponts, Heſſe-Darmſtadt, and Baden, the Houſe of 
Naſſau, the Counts of Weſtphalia and Wetteravia, 
and others: and they likewiſe intimated to the 
French miniſters this application, as a proof of 


Arrtrx the interchange of ſeveral unimportant 
notes, the French Legation, on the fourteenth of 
September, made the following propoſitions, un- 
der the expreſs reſerve, that the fortified iſland of 
St. Pierre ſhould be immediately ceded to the re- 
public, and that all clauſes and conditions annex- 
ed to the demolition of Ehrenbreitſtein and other 
demands of the Deputation ſhould be annulled : 1. 
To remove any fear on ſeeing the fortified points 
in the poſſeſſion of France, the republic renounced 
all claims to the fortifications of Kehl and Caſſel, 
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which were to be demoliſhed ; but ſhe wiſhed to re- 


1798. 


tain a tract of territory in the immediate vicinity of ——— 


theſe places for commercial purpoſes. 2. As to the 
debts, the Deputation certainly could not preſume, 
that the French government would accede to any 
arrangement calculated to depreciate too ſenfibly 
the ceſſion of the left bank, perpetuate the germ 
of perplexed diſcuſſions between the two ſtates, 
and load a territory, now annexed to France, 
with the expences of a war carried on by the 
Empire againſt her : the French miniſters, how- 
ever, conſented, that the provincial and communal 
debts, with the exception of thoſe contracted 
on account of the war, ſhould remain charg- 
ed on the ceded countries, and the rights of third 
creditors be reſerved. And, 3. They declared, that 
the laws relative to emigration were not applica- 
ble to the countries ceded and not united, ſuch as 
Mentz, and other diſtricts in a fimilar ſituation. In 
this note, the plenipotentiaries obſerved, that it 
was in general an error to endeavour to eſtabliſh, 
between two contracting powers, a reciprocity ot 
advantages rigorouſly exact. This balance ſcarce - 
ly ever exiſted, either in the nature of things, or 
in the relative ſtate of parties; and if it were 
to be admitted in the prelent negociation, it was 
manifeſt, that the conſequence would be a real 
inequality on the fide of the republic, as ihe would 
thereby not only loſe a conſiderable part ct 
the proportional fatisfaction due to her, but alſo 
ſee the importance of the advantages, which the 
might have preſerved, diminiſh24 by the efte& 
D 


1798. 


26 POLITICAL AND MILITARY 


of that reciprocity. Such a ſyſtem, incompatible 


with any peace whatever, and ſtill leſs ſuited to the 


Their ſe- 


(and note. 


ſplendour of the French arms, could never, they a- 
verred, be ſeriouſly ſupported by judicious and ſin- 


cere negociators. 


In a ſecond note bearing the ſame date, in an- 
ſwer to a demand of the Deputation, that the 
French troops ſhould evacuate the whole Germanter- 
ritory on the right bank of the Rhine, the French 
miniſters ſtated, that as the abandoning of military 
poſitions ought only to be the conſequence of a pa- 
cification completely effected, there was no urgent 
reaſon that the troops of the republic ſhould be with- 
drawn to the other fide of the Rhine. In repeating 
this obſervation, which, they ſaid, waseſſentially juſt, 
they took the opportunity to contradict an invidi- 
cus aſſertion, which had been aſſiduouſly circu- 
lated, that the French troops had paſſed the 
line of demarkation. This they poſitively denied, 
and called on the Deputation to be on their guard 
againſt exaggerated or falſe reports intended to 
create diſcord, or perhaps to divert the attention 
from deſigns really hoftile. No perſon could be 
ignorant, that there were certam evils inevitable in 
paſſing from a ſtate of war to a ſtate of peace, 
and it had not been the tault of the republic, that 
this paſſage was not happy and rapid. The depu- 
ties muſt be conſcious, that they could not labour 


more cicaciouſly for the rc lief and happineſs of 


nations, than by preventing the ſcourge of war 
far the future by a ſpeedy pacification. It 


wy wy © © mÞ Jt 


— © #y 


E ˙ ä w we rr 7 Tr XX FF = © FX 


MEMOIRS OF EUROPE. 27 


was their duty to yield to the wiſhes, remon- 1798. 
ſtrances, and complaints, of the princes and ftates ——<-— 


of Germany ; while, by ſo doing, every cauſe 
of diſcontent would ceaſe, and the ſentiment of 
paſt evils be loſt in the enjoyment of a tranquil 
proſperity. 


Ir might have been expected from the approxi- 


proba- 
mationof the ſentiments now expreſſed by the nego- contmental 
ciating parties, that a pacific arrangement would rene 


ſoon have been effected: but a ſecret influence ope- 
rated too ſtrongly inpreventing'it. Intelligence ofthe 
brilliant victory gained by the Engliſh fleet over 
that of France at Aboukir, and of the declaration of 
war by the Ottoman Porte againſt the republic, 
had reached Europe, and fo intoxicated the allied 
courts, that they abandoned all pacific ideas, 
tions againſt France. The concluſa and notes 
of the Deputation degenerated into voluminous 
diſcuſſions on the meaning of terms, or an unneceſ- 
fary recurrence to points already determined. No 
portion of hiſtory is more unintereſting and tireſome 
by its prolixity, than the ſophiſtry of a diplomatic 
congreſs : while, therefore, we omit no article of 
importance, we will haften to conclude our narra- 
tive of the proceedings at Raſtadt; but before doing 
ſo, we muſt advert to the internal tranſactions of 
France, in fo far as they tended to influence the 
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1798. Tux poignant grief of the French nation, 
on account of the total deſtruction of their fleet at 
— Aboukir, ſoon gave place to ſentiments of revenge, 
pare which burſt forth in impotent menaces and impaſ- 
fioned declamation. In the end of July, General 
Jourdan, in name of the Military Commiſſion, had 
propoſed a plan for forming a national army to 
ſuit every poffible emergency; and this plan 
Meſſage of had received the ſanction of the Legiſlature, Long 
tory tothe accuſtomed to the pœans of victory, but now ſmart- 
gilature. ing under the anguiſh occaſioned by fo diſaſtrous a 
defeat, the Executive Directory, on the twenty- 
third of September, ſent a meſſage to the Councils, 
importing, that the legiſlative body had been re- 
queſted to haſten the concluſion of their labours reſ- 
pecting the receipts and expenditure of the current 
year; but that intereſts more preſſing row demand- 
ed meaſures more energetic, and the exigency of cir- 
cumftances required extraordinary aids rapidly cal- 
led forth into action. The object of theſe exertions 
was to haſten and ſecure that peace, which the in- 
numerable victories of the republic had announced 
to Europe. Nations, weary of the diſaſters inſe- 
parabie from war, had placed their hopes of peace 
on the iffue of a congreſs which had continued for fo 
many months; and every thing ſeemed to promiſe, 
that the ſufferings of the continent were about to 
terminate, and that its governments, armed againſt 
France, were on the point of yielding to the voice 
of humanity and the dictates of reaſon. In this 


rroſpe&, which appeared ſo certain, the Executive 
Directory negociated with good faith, and thought 
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only of leading the victorious legions of the repub- 1798. 
lic againſt a perfidious power, hoſtile to the repoſe —— 
| of the world. But that power, foreſeeing the tem- 

peſt, by which ſhe was to be puniſhed, fermenting, 

and on the point of burſting on her in every direc- 
tion, had exerted all her efforts to turn it aſide. With 
| gold, the fruit of her rapine, ſhe had ſucceeded in 
ſowing corruption and diſcord in ſeveral courts, re- 

animating the thirft of vengeance, inflaming cer- 

tain princes deceived by new illufions, and excit- 

ing in thoſe ſtates, which ſtood moſt in need of 

peace, an imprudent deſire of rekindling the war. 

The Directory ſaid, that they could not publiſh 
all they had conceived to be their duty to at- 
tempt, in order to remove the veil from the 
eyes of thoſe deluded powers, and prove their 
own fincerity in the offers of peace; -— the 
world, however, would one day learn with aſtoniſh- 
ment, how far the republic, induced by pacific 
views, had carried her condeſcenſion even to go- 
vernments, which only exiſted becauſe France for- 
bore to ſweep them from the face of the earth. 
But this moderation of the republic was turned a- 
gainſt herſelf, and the more conceſſions ſhe made, 
the greater obſtacles were raiſed to the object in 
view, while every day premeditated delays were 
oppoſed to the concluſion of a general peace. The 
French nation was tired of ſuch artifices : theſe 
were not the days of the monarchy, when its 
weakneſs aided the eternal procraflination of a 
temporiſing congreſs ;---and if diplomacy be the 
art of ſubterfuge, ſuch art was not ſuited to re- 
publicans. France had propoſed peace, but ſhe 
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1798. wiſhed that the powers concerned would diſtinct. 
—— — Iy declare, whether this peace be accepted; and 


ſince they heſitated, it became the republic to af. 
ſume an attitude calculated to put an end to their 
indeciſion, and to obtain by force what perſuaſion 
had in vain attempted. 


Sucn, continued the Directory, was the object 
propoſed, and they would now ſuggeſt the means 
of attaining it in a ſure and ſpeedy manner. The 
wants of the armies were confiderable, but the na- 
tional reſources were immenſe ; and it was proper 
ro point them cut to thoſe, who might dream of 
new coalitions, and wao were not yet undeceived 
by the iſſue of the laſt : Europe ought to know, that 
the French republic was ſtill able to ſuſtain an ex- 
traordinary criſis without creating the neceſſity of 
additional impoſts. With regard to the land forces, 
their quotas were incomplete, and the deficiency 
required a levy of 200,000 men; while, in the impe- 
rious neceſſity of the moment, the effe&t of this 
meaſure depended on its celery. © Speak the 
word, citizens,” ſaid they, and let theſe two 
hundred thouſand warriors ſtart from the ground 
at your command.” The naval force ought alſo 
to correſpond with the efforts by land, and the 
fleets of the republic ſhew themſelves more terri- 
ble after the moment of diſaſter. There was no 
occaſion to examine the hiſtory of ancient repub- 
lics in order to prove the naſcent elaſticity, which 
every check communicated to the energy of free 
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the impulſe which carried it to the Texel ;--- 
and that of the Sambre and Meuſe availed itſelf 
of a ſimilar impetus to bound over the Rhine. 
No doubt could be entertained of the zeal and 
ardour, by which the ſeamen would be ani- 
mated ; but zeal could effect nothing without 
immenſe preparation, and on this object vaſt funds 
and productive payments muſt be beſtowed. 


AFTER giving ſome financial ftatements, the Di- 
rectory proceeded to obſerve, that the fame reſour- 
ces, which had effected the revolution, muſt com- 
plete the work ; and that the national domains 
ſtill preſented means ſuperior to thoſe, which the 
preſſure of circumftances required. They called 
on the councils to decide the ſucceſs of the nego- 
ciation by immediately completing the army with 
the two hundred thouſand ſoldiers required, and by 
giving to the fleets the means neceffary to enable 
them to multiply their attacks againſt the cabinet 
of London, on the ſeas which it controuls, in the 
Indies which it opprefles, and even in the heart of 
its own ifland. © Teach qur enemies,” concluded 
they, that the French people, indignant at the 
delays and refuſals oppoſed to their views of conci- 
liation, are prepared to terminate the war of liber- 
ty. Let us finiſh it, if neceſſary, by the utter de- 
ſtruction of thoſe who reſiſt our power: in fine, 
hold forth the republic preſenting in one hand the 


nations. In 1794 the army of the north retreated 1798. 
under the walls of Valenciennes, only to recover ——— 


206. olive of peace, and in the other ſuſpending the 


Tranſac- - 
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—— thunder of war.” 


Tuis infuriate meſſage, calculated to intimidate the 
enemies of the republic, was referred to a military 
committee, who, as urgency had been declared, 
made an immediate report, which was approved 
by the councils. By this plan, two hundred thou- 
ſand men entered in the military regiſter, 
who had attained their twentieth year, and com- 
poſed the firſt claſs of the military conſcription, 
were called into active ſervice in the army; and if 
thoſe regiſtered in the firſt claſs ſhould not amount 
to the number wanted, the Directory were autho- 
riſed to complete the levy by calling on the young- 
eſt regiſtered in the ſecond claſs. To ſtimu- 
late the people, the legiſlative body publiſhed an 
addreſs to the French nation, reminding them of 
the laurels they had earned in the field: it is re- 
plete with invectives againſt thrones and kings, 
and, as might be expected, particularly clamorous 


againſt England.---Had theſe energetic meaſures 


been carried into effect with proper activity, the 
French armies would not have experienced the cu- 
lamitous reverſes they met with in the beginning 
of the preſent campaign. 


Wnitsr Europe reſounded with military prepars- 
tions, the re.victualling of Ehrenbreitftein engrofled 
the attention of the negociators at Raſtadt ; and 
as the French troops were intitled by the treaty 
of Campo-Formio to occupy the ſurrounding coun- 
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try, they did not think it prudent, in the pre- 1798. 
ſent equivocal ſtate of affairs, to permit the in 


troduction of the neceſſary ſupplies. Every other 
point became an article of inferior conſideration ; 
both parties charged each other with delays, and 
boaſted of their conceſſions. The Pruſſian Legation 
were alarmed, and preſented a memorial to the 
French plenipotentiaries reſpecting that important 
fortreſs ; but no repreſentation could influence the 
reſolution of the Directory. In vain note followed 
on note, and memorial on memorial ; the approach 
of winter, and, ſtill more, the abſence of his Ruſſian 
auxiliaries, ſeem to have prevented the Emperor 
from reſolving on an immediate rupture ; while 
a ſpeedy conclufion of every difference appears to 
have been regarded by his Pruffian Majeſty, and 
the majority of the Germanic body, as the only 
mode of ſaving the Empire from the calamities of war. 
The Deputation, therefore, acceded to every propo- 
fition in the late French notes, and on the eleventh 
of December the Imperial commiſſion, to prevent 
a direct breach, communicated the conclufum ac- 
cepting the ultimatum of the plenipotentiaries of 
the republic. This acceptance, however, was mere 
fineſſe on the part of Auſtria ; for as the allies were 
now in a powerful ftate of preparation, and war was 
inevitable, the acquieſcence of the Imperial com- 
miſſioner in the French witimatum was only a 
lubterfuge to obtain the re- victualling of Ehren- 
meaſure, that fortreſs, on the commencement of 
boſtili. ies, would have occupied a conſiderable 
E 


1798. army for a twelvemonth, as it can only be taken 
—— by blockade. We muſt here leave this chaos 
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of diſcordant intereſts, and, after giving a con- 
ciſe view of the relative ftate of the different pow- 
ers, direct our attention to Italy, where a premature 
diſcloſure of their hoſtile defigns, and imprudent 
acceſſiom to the new combination againſt France, 
in a few days precipitated from their thrones two 
of the minor potentates of Europe. 


Wix the inſular ſituation of England ſecures her 
from the invaſive attempts of an enemy, it alſo points 
out the impolicy of engaging in a continental war. 
Her pecuniary reſources tranſcend calculation, and 
the victories of her fleets guarantee her ſafety a- 
midft the convulſions that agitate Europe; but a 
population, which may be termed ſcanty when 
compared with the multitudinous nations of the 
continent, diſables her from fingly undertaking 
military expeditions againſt them with any proſ- 
pect of ultimate ſucceſs. In diſtant regions, the o- 
perations againſt an enemy's colonial ſettlements 
participate of a maritime nature; and in theſe 
her plans are generally crowned with a fortunate 
Hue. . 


However deeply we may lament the inconfide- 
rate raſhneſs of the Britiſh cabinet in precipitating 
this country into the preſent war, and however 
much we may contemn the ſophiſtry employed to 


vindicate that ſtep, the only queſtion now is, in 
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ſafety. When in 1797 Lord Malmeſbury proved 17998. 
unſucceſsful in bis endeavours to negociate at Lille, 


the miniſter had the momentary candour to de- 
clare, that his government had committed a mif- 
take in calculagipg the reſiſtance of France. Yet, 
as if deſtitute of any fixed reſolution or ſpecific ob- 
jet, and guided folely by chance and temporary 
expedient, he graſps at ſome ephemeral ſucceſs, 
not for the wiſe purpoſe of pacification, but to fur- 
ther ſome crude undigeſted projet of reſtoring 
monarchy in France. It requires, however, but lit- 
tle penetration to diſcover, that from fuch verſatile 
policy, incorrigible by reaſon or experience, no 
real benefit can poſſibly enſue. Had the court 
of London uniformly declared, that the reſources 
of the country would not be diſſipated in attempts 
againſt the conſtitution and independance of 
France, and that every effort would be confined 
to meaſures of defence, and curbing the inordi- 
nate ambition of the republic, an avowal fo ex- 
plicit and generous would have received the uni- 
ted approbation of the people ;... for aſſuredly there 
exiſts not, within the circuit of our ſea-girt iſle, 
RN 
gradation of his country. 


As our military operations in Europe ſeem to 
have been injudiciouſſy planned, or turdily exe- 
cuted, permanent ſucceſs was not to be expected: 
yet the acquiſitions of Britain in other quarters 
have been reſpectably extenſive, and her naval 
glory has ſoared beyond the ken of hiſtory. If the 
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1798. French republic was inflexibly retentive of her 
— own territorial aggrandiſement, England was cer. 


tainly entitled to claim an equivalent ; for, however 
unfortunate the Imperial arms had been, this 
country had ſuſtained no loſs that @uld intitle the 
enemy to aſſume an imperious tone, France 
indeed had been groſsly injured ; affailed by a for- 
midable combination, ſhe had victoriouſly compel- 
led all her continental foes to ſolicit peace; and 
now, liberated from hoſtilities on her frontiers, and 
indignant at the conduct of Britain that had con- 
jured up fo many ſtorms againſt her naſcent hiber- 
ties, ſhe reſolved on revenge. It appears, however, 
from the papers publiſhed relative to the Iriſh re- 
bellion, that the Directory had determined to con- 
clude a peace with Britain, if terms worthy of 
their acceptance could have been obtained : . and 
this ought to deter the diſaffected from riſing in 
arms againſt the eftabliſhed government, in hopes 
of aid from France, which employs them only in 
furthering her own purpoſes, and deceitfully ſacri- 
fices them as the price of her own aggrandiſement. 


Tavs baffled in their efforts, whether. fincere or 
alternative than to perſevere in the conteſt. The 
years 1797 and 1798 were ſpun out in a kind of 
armed neutrality, fignaliſed by no operation of 
conſequence, with the exception of two or three 
naval victories rather brilliant than uſeful. The 
cautious policy of Ruſſia had been hitherto con- 
fined to menacing declamation ; but ſcarcely was 
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its Amazonian ſovereign depoſited in the tomb, 1798. 
when her ſucceſſor formed the heroic defign of fn. —<J* 


ring Europe by overturning the republican conſti- 
tution of France. Yet however arduous might 
have been the execution of this taſk, it is perhaps 
no leſs difficult to aſſign a juſtifiable reaſon for at- 
tempting it. 


Tux Britiſh miniſter had bent all his ſoul to or- 
ganiſe a new confederacy againſt France: mutual 
neceſſity, therefore, and a congeniality of political 
views, ſoon matured a connection between the 
courts of London and St. Peterſburg. Our hiſtory 
records, that, during the American war, the Indi- 
an with his ſcalping knife was in the pay of Bri- 
tain ; and the reader will recollet the memorable 
burſt of eloquence, which a defence of that meaſure 
by a minion of the day drew from the venerable 
a ſentiment of approbation, that, in the preſent 
war, the Pactolean ſtream of the Britiſh treaſury 
ſweeped the Tartar and the beaftly Siberian from 
their deſerts, and impelled them to the plains of 
Lombardy, and the banks of the Rhine. The fi- 
nances of Ruſſia, altho they exceed the ordinary 
expenditure, do not admit of diftant and tedious 
warfare, plunder being the chief ſupport of the ſol- 
dier during hoſtilities. Accordingly, in his bar- 
gain or treaty with Britain, the Ruſſian miniſter 
arranged, with the minute exactneſs of a pawn- 
broker, every item of expence, all of which was to 
be borne by the former. 
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EarLy in 1798, a new coalition, as we have al- 
ready mentioned, had been projected between Ruſ- 
fia, England, and Auſtria ; and every effort unſuc- 
ceſafully made to induce Pruſſia to join it. "Theſe 
courts had congratulated themſelves on the death 
of the late Pruſſian monarch, and fondly expected 
that his youthful ſucceſſor would yield to a very 
natural hatred of republicaniſm, and unite in their 
hoſtile projects againſt France. But theſe hopes 
were completely diſappointed ; for no ſooner had 
the new ſovereign aſcended the throne, than he 
remarked the impolicy of diffipating the reſources 
of his dominions, interrupting their tranquillity, 
and perhaps endangering the exiſtence of his 
iceptre, by operations that behoved inevitably to 
debilitate himſelf in proportion as they tended, in 
caſe of ſucceſs, to aggrandiſe his rival, Auſtria. The 
cabinet of Berlin, ever fince the concluſion of 
peace with the republic, had been in a manner be- 
fieged by the miniſters and envoys of the allied 
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courts, while entreaties, promiſes, and threats, were 1998. 


was perhaps leſs the eſſect of inclination than of 
political prudence : but while the coalition reſoun- 
ded every where the clamour of a ſocial and religi- 
ous war, the friendly connection between Pruſſia 
and France demonſtrated to mankind, that the 
latter power was as fully competent, as any of 
the old monarchies of Europe, to maintain the ac- 
cuſtomed relations of amity and peace. 


the French armies, than the cabinet of Vienna for- 
getting the dangers it had lately experienced, and 
as if indignant at its humiliation, betrayed a decid- 
ed inclination to avail itſelf of the firſt favourable 
incident in the chapter of accidents again to mea- 
ſure ſwords with the republic. Altho* his Imperi- 
al Majeſty had acknowledged the Ciſalpine repub- 
lic by the treaties of Campo-Formio, yet he inflexi- 
bly refuſed to receive its ambaſſador, and by this con- 
duct unequivocally indicated a determined ſpirit of 
cy with Ruſſia, and the proſpect of extenſive afſiſt- 
tance from that powerful ſtate. 'Two years of peace 
had, in a confiderable degree, remedied former diſ- 
aſters, and enabled him to form a gallant and num- 
erous army; but the auſpicious moment of action 
was not yet arrived, as the Ruſſian auxiliaries were 
at too great a diſtance from the French and Italian 
frontiers to afford certain and immediate aid, in caſe 
of a very probable infucceſs in the field. 


alternately employed. Its neutrality, however, 


Taz Auſtrian ſtates were no ſooner liberated from fis. 
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—— French republic, had involved herſelf in a war with 


Spain. 


Holland. 


Tuſcany 


ternal debility, and perhaps may be partly aſcribed 
to a difinclination to the new ſyſtem of politics 
ſhe had embraced. In the cloſe of the year 1798, 
the iſland of Minorca was taken by the Engliſh, 
the acquiſition of which was of great importance, 
as it facilitated the operations of the Britiſh fleet 
in the Mediterranean, and increaſed the means of 
annoying the enemy's coaſts. Holland, with a 
diſabled marine, a contracted territory, a ruined 
commerce, and the loſs of all her colonial efta- 
bliſhments, was in the loweſt ſtage of depreffion. 
Denmark and Sweden, at a diftance from the 
theatre of war, wiſely cultivated the arts of peace, 
and reaped the benefits of an increafing commerce 
and improved manufactures, uninterrupted by the 
ebullitions of that political frenzy, which devaſtated 
the faireſt portion of Europe. 


Tax Engliſh and Ruſſian cabinets had laboured 
ſo ſucceſsfully in forming a new combination a- 
gainſt France, by inciting the hopes of ſome and 
the fears of others, and by liberal promiſes of aid 
to all, that leagues offenſive and defenfive had been 
concluded between theſe two powers, Auſtria, Na- 
ples, and the Ottoman Porte. The King of Sar- 
dinia and the Duke of Tuſcany, naturally alarm- 
ed at the formation of the new republics ſur- 
rounding their dominions, appear to have incon- 
ſiderately entered into conneQinos inimical to 
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France. His Sicilian Majefty's hoftile diſpoſition 1798 
betrayed itſelf in the reception he gave to the 
Eagliſh fleet before and after the battle of Abou- Naples 
kir, and in admitting them into his ports beyond 

the number preſcribed by the treaty of ſeventeen 
hundred and ninety-fix. Not fatisfied with this 
imprudence, he ſought every opportunity to laviſh 
his contempt on the accredited agents of the re- 
public, while his open and extenſive preparations 
for war left no doubt reſpecting the nature of his 
intentions. * 


In the month of Auguſt, the glorious epoch of le 
Lord Nelſon's victory, the King of Naples iſſued a — 
proclamation, declaring every male, from ſeven- 
teen to forty-five years of age, liable to be called 
into active ſervice; and it is not unworthy uf 
being remarked, that the chief pretence, ad van- 
ced for this meaſure, was the danger arifing from 
the Barbary ftates fince the reduction of Malta 
by the French. The rigorous enforcement of this 
and ſome ſubſequent edicts created much popular 
diſcontent ; and another cauſe of chagrin aroſe 
from the deſpotic conduct of the Neapolitan go- 
vernment towards the perſons impriſoned on ac- 
count of their political ſentiments. Altho' opinions, 
to become amenable to the laws of ſociety, muſt 
aſſume the appearance of overt acts, yet the court 
party, refining on this general principle, aſſerted, 
that whoever entertained ſentiments, different 


—— 


Tun French government publithed ſeveral intercepted 
letters, indicating the views of the Neapolitan and Sardinian 
cabinets : ſome of theſe may be ſcen in Appendix, No. I. 

F 
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from the eſtabliſhed creed of the ftate, was inim- 
ical to it, and conſequently merited puniſhment. 
Accordingly, ſeveral persons, and among others 
the ſons of ſome of the firſt noble families in the 
kingdom, who had been liberated on their trials, 
were again thrown into priſon. But the majority 


of the judges, unbiaſſed by court influence, perſiſt. 


ed in their decrees of acquittal on reviſing their ſen- 
tences by a ſpecial order of the monarch. 


A coNVENT10N, entered into by Great Britain 


and Naples on the eleventh of June 1798, was af. 


terwards modelled into a regular treaty of alliance, 
which was concluded on the firſt of December fol- 


lowing. His Britannic Majeſty engaged, during 
the continuance of the war againſt France, to 


maintain a fleet ſuperior to that of the enemy in | 


the Mediterranean ; while the King of Naples 
was, on his part, to furniſh a certain number of 
ſhips of war to co-operate with the Engliſh, and alſo 
three thouſand ſeamen to ſerve on board their 
fleet while acting in that ſea. It was further 
ſtipulated, that all the harbours of the Two Sici- 
lies, without exception, ſhould be open to the 
Engliſh, with liberty to procure the neceſlary 
ftores; but that theſe harbours ſhould be ſhut a- 
gainſt French ſhips of war and merchant veſſel 
and all trade and intercourſe of his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects with France prohibited. The contracting 
parties likewiſe agreed, that the ſhips of other na- 
tions ſhould not be ſuffered to convey proviſions, 
or naval and military ftores, from the ports of 


Naples to thoſe of France. 
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Tux treaty of alliance between Ruſſia and 1798. 
Naples was figned at St. Peterſburg on the twen- — 
ty- eighth of the ſame month of December, the tween Rus 
— of the two courts having retarded its = 88 
completion till that period. Their Majeſties 
guaranteed to each other, not only their preſent 
ſtates and poſſeſſions, but what they might acquire 
by future treaties. This clauſe ſeems to corrobo- 
rate the opinion we have hazarded, that his Sici- 
lian Majeſty intended to annex the whole or part 
of the Roman ſtate to his own dominions. It was 
agreed, that as the deſtructive views of the preſent 
government of France threatened the ſecurity of e- 
very well- organiſed ftate, the contracting parties 
would not only ward off every danger from them- 
ſelves and their allies, but alſo endeavour to reſtore 
the governments which had been overthrown by 
the French, and to reinftate the lawful owners in 
beſides the co-operation of his fleet with that of 
the Porte in the Mediterranean, to aſſiſt the King 
of Naples with a ftipulated number of troops, 
which were to march to Zara in Dalmatia, and be 
conveyed from thence in Neapolitan veſſels. But 
the Emperor, with that worldly wiſdom charac- 


teriſing his interpoſition in the deliverance of Eu- 


rope from French thraldom, particularly ſtipulat- 
ed, that his Sicilian Majeſty ſhould pay the ſum of 
180,000 roubles, as a douceur, beſides the expence 
of maintaining the Ruſſian troops in proviſions, 
forage, pay, &c. during th-ir co-operation with 
the Neapolitan forces. The ſubordinate ftipula- 
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1798. tions of this treaty, and of that between Naples 
and Great Britain, it is unneceſſary to detail. We 
are unable to narrate the terms of the convention 
between his Sicilian Majeſty and the Emperor and 
King, as it has not hitherto been communicated to 
the public; and conjecture, when founded only 
on vague and fugitive information, is unwarrant- 
able in a work, where it is wiſhed not to introduce 
any thing, to which authenticity is not generally 


Want of As a laſt effort to ſeduce the King of Pruſſia 
et from his neutrality, and in order to quicken the 
the allies. operations of his Imperial Majeſty by a liberal 
grant of pecuniary aid, Mr Thomas Grenville was 
diſpatched from England on the fifteenth of De- 
cember. He was however prevented from land- 
mg, by the inclemency of the weather, until the 
firſt of February, when he reached the mouth of 
the Elbe, where the Proſerpine frigate that con- 
veyed him was wrecked ; but the crew and paſ- 
ſengers were ſaved. His miſſion to Berlin, altho' 
ſeconded by the Ruſſian and Auſtrian miniſters, 
proved inefſectual. The Kings of Naples and 
Sardinia, abandoned to their fate, were ſtript of 
their continental dominions, and the Emperor's 
indeciſion loft him the fair opportunity of re- con- 
quering Italy, at a time when he would have had 
little oppofition to encounter,---while the inhabi- 
tants of the new governments were diſſatisfied with 


the ſuppreſſion of the monafteries and convents, | 


and the fermentations in the Cifalpine republic, 
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on account of the forced innovations in its conſti- 1798. 
tution, were ſtill unappeaſed. This want of com. 


cidence in the views of the allics, and of con- 
cert in their plans, predicted the fatal iſſue of 
their meaſures. An immediate declaration of war 
by the Emperor, however much the ſeverity of 
the inter ſeaſon might have retarded active ope- 
rations, would have retained the French troops in 
the north of Italy, and thereby ſecured to his Sici- 


lian Majefty an eaſy conqueſt of the Roman re- 


public. The ſuperior number of the Auſtrian for- 
ces rendered it unneceflary to poſtpone that mea- 
ſure until the arrival of the Ruſſians; for it will 
hereafter appear, that the reverſes, experienced by 
the French armies, had begun, and were conſirm- 
ed, before theſe auxiliaries reached the ſcene of ac- 
tion in Italy. 


Wrru a view to prevent further procraſtination 
on the part of Auſtria, or induced by the precipi- 
tate councils of his miniſter Acton and the Engliſh 
party, the King of Naples left his capital in 
the month of November, and in perſon took the 
command of his troops encamped at San-Ger- 
mano. As a prelude to this ſtep, he addreſſed 
to his ſubjects a letter or proclamation, which was 
the only manifeſto he publiſhed, and contained a 
fingular effuſion of royal condeſcenfion and piety. 
The revolutionary principles, which have incited 


| to terrible a combuſtion in Europe, have been pro- 


ductive of one good effect; by diveſting ſovereigns 
of the fancied divinity that formerly encircled a 
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1798. throne, they have taught them the neceſſity of 
—— courting the affections of their ſubjects, as the on- 


ly genuine baſis of their authority. 


In this letter after premiſing that he had exert 
ed every effort, for almoſt forty years, to render his 
faithful people happy, and fuccour them in the ca- 
lamities it had pleaſed God to ſend, the King in- 
formed them, that he was now to leave his beloved 
country for the ſole purpaſe of defending their ho- 
ly religion nearly overthrown, to re-animate di- 
vine worſhip, and to ſecure to his people, and to 
their children, the enjoyment of the bleſſings which 
the Lord had given. Had T been certain,” con- 
tinued his Majeſty, of attaining that object by 
any other ſacrifice, believe me, I would not have 
hefitated a moment to prefer that alternative. But 
what hopes of ſucceſs could be entertained after 
the many fatal examples, with which you are ac- 
quainted ! I fet out, therefore, at the head of 
the brave defenders of their country, full of 
confidence in the Lord of Hoſts, who will guide 
our ſteps, and ſhield our operations. I go to brave 
all danger with the greateſt cheerfulneſs, becauſe 
I do it for my fellow- citizens, for my brothers, for 
my children ; . . . ſuch I have ever conſidered you. 
Be always faithful to God and to her whom I 
leave in my ſtead to conduct the government of 
theſe ſtates,---to my dear and well-beloved con- 
fort, To you then I recommend your tender mo- 
ther; to you I recommend my children, who are 
not more mine than they are yours. At all e- 
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vents, remember that you are Neapolitans, that 1798. 
thoſe are brave who are willing to exert their cou- 
rage, and that it is better to die gloriouſly for God 

and our country, than to live ſhamefully oppreſ- 

ſed. Meanwhile, may God beftow upon you all 
the bleſſings and the happiness, which is the wiſh of 
him, who is, and while he lives ſhall be, your moſt 
affectionate father and ſovereign.” 


Tux Neapolitan army began its march into the ,,.._ 
Roman territory on the twenty-third of Novem- tions. 
ber, and commenced hoſtilities by attacking the Kov. 
French troops in every direction. As this opera- 
tion, however, had not been preceded by any de- 
claration of war, General Championnet, the com- 
mander-in-chief of the French troops ſtationed in 
the Roman republic, thought it incumbent on him, 
before adopting any hoſtile meaſure, to demand an 
eclairciſſment from General Mack, who had been 
invited from the ſervice of Auſtria, and appointed 
Captain-General of the Neapolitan forces. With _ 8 
this view he ſent a letter to that officer, in which — — 
he reminded him, that peace ſtill exiſted between Mak. 
Naples and France; that the ambaſſadors of the 
two governments, * all their diplomatic agents, 
full refided at Paris and Naples, and finally, that 
nothing had diſſolved the amicable ties eftabliſhed 
by the laft treaty between the republic and his 
Majeſty. Inveſted by his government with the 
command of the army deſtined to protect the 
independence of the Roman republic, he was reſ- 
ponfible to it for every breach of that indepen- 


1798. 


— 


Mack's an- 
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dence. In theſe circumſtances, to fummon the 
French troops to evacuate their poſts and the 
Roman territory, the defence of which was intruft. 
ed to them, was to violate the rights of nations, 
which did not warrant the folemn aggreſſion of 
one government againſt another, until after a pub- 
lic declaration of war. He, therefore, requeſted 
an explanation of the conduct of the Neapolitan 
commander, in ſummoning the advanced corps 
of the French army to abandon their poſts, 
and menacing them in caſe of refuſal. 


GENERAL Mack, in his anſwer, declared, that 
the army of his Sicilian Majefty, which he had the 
honour to command under the King in perſon, 
had croſſed the frontier in order to take poſſeſſion 
of the Roman ſtate, which had been revolutioniz- 
ed and uſurped fince the peace of Campo-Formio, 
and had never been recogniſed or acknowledged 
by his Majeſty, or his auguſt ally the Emperor and 
King. He demanded, that General Championnet 
ſhould inſtantly order the French troops, ſtationed 
in the Roman ſtate, to evacuate the fortreſſes they 
occupied, and retire into the Ciſalpine republic. 
The Generals, commanding the different columns 
of the Neapolitan forces, had received the moſt 
poſitive directions not to commence hoftilities, if 
the French troops ſhould withdraw, in conſequence 
of the notice he had given ; but they were alſo or- 
dered to have recourſe to force in caſe of oppoſi- 
tion. He farther intimated, that he would conſi- 


der it as an act cf hoſtility, ſhould the French 
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troops enter the territory of the Grand Duke of 1798. 
Tuſcany : and he demanded a reply from the 


French general within four hours at fartheſt af- 
ter receipt of his letter, adding, that the anſwer 
muſt be poſitive and categorical, both with reſpect 
to the demand of evacuating the Roman ftate, 
and of not entering the Tuſcan dominions ; that a 
negative one would be confidered as a declaration 
of war; and that'the King would thereupon car- 
ry his juſt claims into immediate effe&.---It will 
not eſcape the reader's attention, that neither his 
Majeſty, nor General Mack, ever charged the 
French republic with having committed or threat- 
ened any direct aggreſſion againſt Naples. 


Wurm intelligence of theſe tranſactions arrived > > oo 
at Paris, war was immediately declared againſt French re- 
the Kings of Naples and Sardinia, and a manifeſto, n: 


announcing the cauſes of that proceeding, publiſh- 
ed by the government. It began with obſerving, 
that Europe had long reſounded with details of 
the perfidy of Naples, and muſt have remarked 
with aſtoniſhment the magnanimous moderation 
of France, which had manifeſted the fincereft wiſh 
to cultivate peace with his Sicilian Majeſty. Su- 
perior to the juſt indignation provoked by that 
court in ſo many ways, the Executive Direc- 
tory received, with the pureſt fincerity, the firſt 
propoſition of re- eſtabliſhing a good underſtanding 
between the two ſtates, and made no other uſe of 
the power which victory gave them than for 
the purpoſe of pacification ; in fine, all the advan- 
G 
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tages of the treaty were reciprocal, as if the ſucceſ- 
ſes of the war had been equal. This generoſity, 
obſerved the Directory, ſhould have for ever ſtifled 
the malevolent diſpofition of the Neapolitan cabi- 
net ; but inſtead of feeling a ſenſe of gratitude for 
its preſervation, it embraced without reſerve all 
the hopes to which the idea of the deſtruction of 
the republic gave riſe, and took advantage of peace 
for the ſole purpoſe of ſecretly concerting hoſtilities. 


Tux meſſage then enumerated various inſtances of 
the infraction of the treaty,and preſented convincing 
proofs of the hoflile conduct of his Majeſty, all 
which were indeed too notorious to be denied ; 
for the Neapolitan cabinet, blinded by its reſent- 
ment, courted publicity in theſe points. As the 
manifeſto is too long for inſertion here, and inſuſ- 
ceptible of abridgement, we muſt content our- 
ſelves with referring the reader to the appendix, 
where that intereſting ſtate paper is given at 
length.“ The charges, brought againſt the King 
of Sardinia, were not merely confined to violations 
of his treaty with France; 1 
which, it is hoped, bas been ſurcharged by the 
angry paſſions of the Directory. We can believe 
in the nomination of French emigrants to places 
of truſt and high military command, in the en- 
couragement openly given to the refractory prieſts, 
in the hoſtile movements of the Piedmontel 
troops, and in the intrigues and inimical diſpoſition 


— 


® See Appendix, No. II. 
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of the cabinet: we can even give credit to the 1798. 
numberleſs aſſaſſinations of the French, in which, TT: 
perhaps, ſome perſons in authority may have been 
implicated by connivance or otherwiſe. But 

to believe, that ſo vaſt and atrocious a ſyſtem of 
murder was deliberately planned by the Sardinian 

court, preſuppoſes ſuch a diſregard of every law 
human and divine, that ſtronger evidence than the 
aſſertion of an enemy is neceſſary to eftabliſh ĩt. 


Howzvzz great might be the valour of the re- Derne 
publican armies, and however conſummate the mi- Rome. 
litary ſxill of their generals, the tardy conduct of 

the French government, and its ſtate of imprepara- 

tion againſt this attack of the King of Naples, 

were pufillanimous and impolitic in the extreme. 

The paucity of regular troops in the Roman ftate, 

and the feeble reſources of an infant republic, 

whoſe narrow tract of territory ſtretched along the 
Neapolitan frontier, promiſed an eaſy conqueſt to 

an army formidable by its numbers, and headed 

by the ſovereign in perſon. General Champion- 

net felt the neceſſity of withdrawing his ſcattered 

and French troops, who, although reinforced by 
ſome Roman levies, by no means authoriſed him 
to hazard the iſſue of an engagement. It was fur- 
ther neceſſary to wait for inſtructions from the Di- 
reftory, or from General Joubert the commander- 
in chief of the army of Italy, and at the fame time 
make ſuch arrangements in Rome, as might ſecure 
the tranquillity of the city. 


Prilliant 
entry of 
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InroxM4aT10N having been received that a Nea- 
politan column was penetrating in the direction of 
Tivoli, the French, in order to retard the progreſs 
of the enemy, broke down the bridge acrols the 
Teverone at that place. As Rome however is not 
tenable againſt a ſuperior force, and as the repub- 
lican troops were unable to make head in the ny- 
merous points in which the enemy approached, 
prudence dictated the neceſſity of evacuating the 
capital, and retiring to a poſition, which might ſe- 
cure a retreat, and facilitate ſupplies. According- 
ly on the twenty-fixth, the French army, after lea. 
ving a garriſon in the Caſtle of St. Angelo, fell 
back to Civita-Caſtellana, and was followed by 
the French commiſſioners, the Roman conſuls, the 
ſenate, the tribunes, the conſtituted authorities, 
and part of the national guard. All this was ef. 
fected without the ſmalleſt diſturbance in the city; 
altho' ſome Frenchmen, who did not accompany 
the army, but withdrew towards the Tuſcan frontier, 
were very ill treated at Viterbo and Aqua- Pen- 
dente, by the inhabitants incited by the prieſts, 
whole finifter practices the ill-timed leniency d 
the French generals had overlooked. 


Tux arrival of the Neapolitan troops at Rome 
was marked by ſome ridiculous, and, what is more 
to be lamented, ſanguinary acts. His Majeſty en- 
tered it on the twenty-ninth, and all the ftreets 
through which he paſſed in his way to the Farnel- 
an palace were ſpread with carpets, and ſtrewed 
with flowers. A numerous body ef cardinals and 
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clergy followed in the train of the royal army; 1798. 
and on reaching the city, this multitude, decorated ——<— 
with croſſes, ribbons, and other gilded trappings 
of catholiciſm, paraded the ſtreets in honour of the 
bleſſed virgin and all the ſaints, while the church- 
es reſounded with Te deum and hymns of victory. 
But this effuſion of piety was tarniſhed by furious 
zeal, and unbridled licentiouſneſs: great numbers 
of thoſe who had chimed in with the republican go- 
vernment after its eſtabliſhment, and among others 
the ſons of ſeveral noble families, were put to 
death; while the Jews, who had made the acqui- 
fition of civil liberty by the late revolution, and 
y were therefore ſtrongly attached to it, were aban- 
e doned to indifcriminate oppreſiions. | 


Wes have now to record a ſummons which Ge- Semmons 
neral Mack ſent to the garriſon of the caſtle of St. a 
Angelo; and as it, among other articles, was made — 74 
a charge againſt that commander, when he after. **** 


J 
, 
- wards ſurrendered to the French, we think pro- 
5 
f 


per to introduce it at greater length than is uſual 
in hiſtoric detail. The Neapolitan general, Bou- 28th. 
chard, was directed to inform the governor, that 
the commander- in- chief of the royal army learn- 
] ed with the moſt lively indignation that the 
| garriſon dared to fire on his troops; the more ſo, 
as General Championnet had notified, that he 
| would evacuate Rome without making the ſmalleſt 
| exception. He defires me,” faid General Bou- 
chard, * to declare to you, that all the French ſick 
1a the hoſpitals at Rome, as well as the guards 
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1798. left there by your General, and now detained a 
— priſoners, will be confidered as hoſtages; and that 


every ſhot, which you may fire upon the Neapoli. 
tan forces, ſhall be followed by the death of a 
French foldier, who will be given up to the juſt 
indignation ot the inhabitants.” Mack himſelf 
tranſmitted a copy of this letter to Championnet, 
who did not deign to make any reply. * 


— 


* Taz following anſwer, however, was ſent to General 
Mack by General Macdonald. 


« Heap-quazrixs at Monterofi, 2gth November 1798.,— 
The Commander-in-chief, Sir, has ſufficient confidence in me 
to recogniſe as his own this reply to your letter of twenty- 
eighth November. I well know, that he bas not given any 
_ anſwer to your letters reſpefting the evacuation of the forts 
and other places of ſtrength, and we confider the Caftle of 
St. Angelo as one of theſe, The filence of contempt was cer- 
tainly what was due to your infolent menaces on that ſubject; 
and it was the only anſwer that could be expected, confiſtently 
with the dignity of the French name. You ſpeak of a regard 
for juſtice ! and yet you invade the territory of a republic in 
alliance with France, without provocation, and without its 
having given you the leaſt reaſon for ſuch conduct. You 
hare attacked the French troops, who truſted in the moſt ſa- 
cred defence, —the law of nations, and the ſecurity of a trea- 
ty, You have fired at our flags of truce in their way from 


Tivoli to Vicavero, and you have made the French garriſon 


at Rieti priſoners of war. You have attacked our troops on 
+ the heights of Terni, and yet you do not call that a declara- 
tion of war ! 


« Fonen alone, Sir, conſtrained us to evacuate Rome: but 
believe me, (and you, Sir, know better than any one what I 
afſert,) 
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In the invaſion of the Roman territory — 


the banks of the Nera to its confluence 


allert,) that the conquerors of Europe will avenge ſuch pro- 
ceedings. At preſent, I confine myſeif merely to ſtating our 
injuries the French army will do the reſt. I declare to 
you, Sir, that I place our fick, the commiſſary of war, Val- 


ville, and the other Frenchmen who remain at Rome for the 


purpoſe of taking care of the fick, under the ſafeguard of all 
the ſoldiers you command. If one hair of their heads be in- 
jured, it ſhall be the fignal for the death of all the Neapoli- 
tan army. The French republicans are not aſſaſſins; but the 
Neapolitan generals, officers, and foldiers, who were ta- 
ken priſoners of war, on the day before yeſterday, on the 
heights of Terni, ſhall anſwer with their heads for the ſafety 
of the former. Your ſummons to the commander of the fort 
of St. Angelo is of ſuch a nature, that I have made it public, 
in order to add to the indignation and horror inſpired by your 
threats, which we deſpiſe as impotent.” 


1798. 


the one, headed by the monarch, 5 ment at 


Porto-Fer- | 


of the capital, and the other along the ſhore of wo. 
ary corps, proceeding by Narni and Otricoli, tra- 


1798. Dunne this operation on one fide of the penin- 
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— fſula, a naval expedition was projected and execut. 
A ſquadron of Engliſh and Por. 


d. tugueſe men of war, having on bourd a corps of 


ſeven or eight thouſand Neapolitans, appeared off 
Leghorn, when the commander of the troops re- 
queſted permiſſion of the governor to land them, 
at the ſame time menacing in caſe of refuſal to ef- 
fect his purpoſe by force. The general-comman- 
dant of the city, the civil authorities, and a depu- 
tation of the merchants, aſſembled to deliberate on 
this ſummons, and immediately reſolved, in confi- 
deration of the impoſſibility of defence, to comply 
under the expreſs, although frivolous and imprac- 
ticable condition, that the neutrality of the place 
ſhould be reſpected. Much obloquy was thrown 
on General Buonaparte for occupying Leghom 
during his Italian expedition; but fimilar acts of 
diſregard for the law of nations muſt convince 
the world, that the allied powers feel no repug- 
nance to imitate occaſionally the conduct of the 
French. This expedition to the Tuſcan territory 


would induce us to ſuppoſe, that it was projected 


to incloſe the French troops in the Roman repub- 
lic, by forming a junction between the diviſion at 
Leghorn and that approaching Ancona by Porto- 
Fermo. If ſuch was General Mack's intention, it 
was certainly imprudent to preſs too ſtrongly on 
Championnet's army occupying the right of the 
Tiber from Nepi to Civita-Caftellana, inſtead of a- 
muſing him by feigned attacks. He ought not, by 
a raſh confidence in his numbers, to have debilita- 
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ed his effective ſtrength in the field, or waſted his 
time in taking poſſeſſion of Rome with a large 
proportion of his forces. But perhaps the ſuppo- 
fition, that ſo bold and maſterly a plan exiſted, 
does too much honour to the ſhallow capacity of 
the Neapolitan government. At all events, it was 
rendered nugatory by the battle of Porto-Fermo, 
the ſubſequent rout of the Neapolitan troops, and 
the premature eagerneſs of his Sicilian Majeſ- 
ty to occupy the throne and capital of the Cœſars. 


Ir has been infinuated, that the Grand-Duke 
might have prevented this aggreſſion, if he had not 
ſecretly approved it ; a ſuggeſtion which is corrobo- 
rated by the threat of General Mack in his letter 
to Championnet, that he would confider it as an 
act of hoſtility, if the French ſhould enter the Tuſ- 
can ftate. Yet this implied acquieſcence does 
not accord with the pacific diſpoſition of his Royal 
Highneſs, who, during the whole courſe of the 
war, had earneſtly ſought to maintain neutrality, 
while the phyſical ſituation of his territories be- 
tween the contending parties expoſed him to their 
alternate violences. Hitherto the wiſe policy of 
his miniſter Manfredini had extricated him from 
danger, and it ſeems to have ſucceeded on this oc- 
cation : at the ſame time it ought to be remark- 
ed, that the weakneſs of the French troops in Ita- 
ly, and the riſk of embroiling themſelves with the 
Emperor, might contribute to the ſafety of his 
Royal Highneſs. The Executive Directory, in 
their manifeſto againſt his Imperial Majeſty, to be 

H 


the Grand- 


Duke ot 


Tuſcavy. 
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1798. hereafter noticed, aſſert, that they were at this pe. 
—— riod in the knowledge of hoſtile plans formed by 
Tuſcany and Auſtria againſt the exiſtence of the 
Ciſalpine and Roman republics, and that the 


Gradd Duke was accelerating his preparations for 
war, and adopting meaſures that denoted a ſecret 


participation in military enterpriſes. 


Engage- => O the fifth of December a ſtrong body of Ne. 
— — apolitans, in five columns, attacked General Mac. 
bernd, donald's camp at Civita-Caſtellana, in the direction 
of Bacano. The firſt column, advancing from 
Monteroſi, aſſailed with great impetuoſity the 
French advanced-guard under General Keller- 
man in front of Nepi, but were completely de- 
feated, and nearly deſtroyed. A ſmall body of re- 
publican light troops prevented the ſecond column 
from penetrating by Rigniano, and the third was 
driven back while attempting to advance by Fx 
brica. Night put an end to the conteſt ; and the 
reſult of the action, as ſtated by Championnet in 
his diſpatches, was the capture of twenty-three 
pieces of cannon, forty-five ammunition waggons, 
and two thouſand priſoners. 


A NzaroLitaNn column, that had been defeated 

Cel. at Otricoli on the ſixth, retired to the heights of 
Calvi, where they ſtrengthened their poſition by 
intrenchments ; while General Mack, in order to 
reinforce them and cut off the French communi 

cations, croſſed the Tiber in perſon at the head df 

eight or ten thcuſand men. Championnet, howe- 
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ver, anticipated his plan, and directed General 
Macdonald to proceed with two brigades towards 
Calvi on the night of the eighth. This officer, not- 
withſtanding the inclemency of the weather, reach- 
ed the place of his deſtination by day-break, and 
having attacked the enemy on the heights, drove 
them after a warm engagement into the city, 
where the whole column immediately ſurrendered 
at diſcretion. In this action, five thoufand priſon- 
ers, twenty ſuperior officers, and eight pieces of 
cannon, fell into the hands of the victors. During 
theſe tranſactions, the left wing under Ruſca took 
poſſeſſion of the fort ot Civitella in Abruzzo Ulte- 
rior with all its artillery. 


Successts ſo deciſive not only checked the ca- . 


. 


reer of this formidable Neapolitan hoſt, amount- 
ing to about fixty thouſand men, but obliged Kg 
them, after a few defultory engagements, to eva- 
cuate the Roman territory ; and within ſeventeen 
days after the French army had abandoned Rome, 
the republican brigades re-entered it in triumph. 
So precipitate was the flight of his Sicilian Majeſ- 
ty and General Mack, that they neglected to iſſue 
orders for the retreat of ſeveral corps of their 
army, conſiderable bodies of which ſurrendered to 
the French ; but the greater part, after lofing an 
immenſe quantity of baggage and artillery, retir- 
ed into the Neapolitan dominions in irretrievable 
diſorder. The day of retaliation had now ar- 
rived; and the French troops having ſucceeded 
waning the Remus regybitc of the Enteny, nd 
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1798. ſed the frontier in two diviſions, that on the left 
— by the provinces of Abruzzo, and that on the 


right puſhing forward to Naples in the direction of 


Capua. 


Is the moment of peril, the monarch and his 
cabinet felt no reſources in their own courage and 
talents ; and their arrogance during a temporary 
ſucceſs was equalled by their puſillanimity under 
the preſſure of danger. On his return to the capi. 
tal, the King publiſhed an addreſs to his ſubject, 
expreſſive of his paternal affection towards them, 
and calculated to re-animate their languid valour, 
He reminded them, that he no ſooner remarked 
the enemy directing their force to attack his ſtates, 
than he came into the midft of his faithful and be. 
loved people, in order to provide energetically for 
their defence, and to employ the moſt efficacious } 
means to preſerve to them religion, honour, proſ- 
perity, and life. To ward off injury long ago 
concerted by the enemies of religion and of thrones, 
he had marched in perſon to brave danger in the 
field. The common ſafety,” continued his Ma- 
jeſty, © now depends on you, my deareſt ſubjects: 
the enemy are few in number ;---if you with it, 


vou may be ſaved. Let all thoſe wha have cou- 


rage, and who love God, our ſacred religion, and 
their own property, take up arms to defend them. 
Recolle& that the provincial militia, not numerous 


but brave, levied in haſte, and taken from the 


plough, maintained upon the head of my auguli 
father the crown of theſe kingdoms, of which a 
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ikilful and experienced enemy attempted to be- 
reave him. The Neapolitan never was a coward ; 
and now that it is the cauſe of God, your king, 
and yourſelves, will you tamely ſubmit to be con- 
quered ? No, my deareſt friends and brethren, do 
not be deceived ; if you do not haſten to defend 
yourſelves, you will loſe every thing,---religion, life, 
and property; and you will ſee your wives, your 
daughters, and yczr ſiſters diſhonoured. Riſe then, 
my faithful ſubjects, arm and defend yourſelves ; 
march courageouſly againſt the enemy, and pre- 
vent them from entering the kingdom,---or make 
them find in it only their graves. March! cal 
to your aid our great pratector St. Fanuarms : have 
confidence in God, who always protects his cauſe, 
for which each of you ought to fight, unleſs he 
mean to deny his faith.” 


1798. 


— — — 


On the ſeventeenth, General Lemoine with his — — —— 


divifion approached Aquila, the capital of Abruz- 
20 Ulterior, driving before him the requifitionary 
volunteers of the provinces who had riſen in a 
maſs. The fugitives entered the town in terror and 
confuſion ; upon which Lemoine, having ſummon- 
ed the governor to ſurrender, but receiving no an- 
iwer, burſt open the gates with cannon, and enter- 


ed at the point of the bayonet : the different poſts 
were immediately occupied without any reſiſtance, 


and the fort ſurrendered at diſcretion. Nothing 
ſo ſtrongly evinces the military incapacity of the 
Neapolitan generals, as their neglecting to occupy 


in force the high mountains and narrow defiles 


1798. 
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that cover Abruzzo, and ſerve as a natural barrier 
to the country. They had contented themſelves 


with poſting on theſe the undiſciplined volunteers, 


whoſe irregular operations, altho* embarraſſing to 
the French army on its march, partook more of 
ſanguinary fury, than of the cool and ſkilful va- 
lour of the ſoldier. 


Generart Kellerman was detached by the com- 
mander-in-chief againſt Viterbo, to puniſh the in- 
on the French fick reſiding in that town. The 
Neapolitan General, Count de Rozen de Damas, 
formerly a colonel in the French ſervice, had ral- 
lied a confiderable body of fugitives, and was de- 
liberately and in good order retreating in the di- 
rection of Viterbo towards Tuſcany. Kellerman, 
in his way, overtook him at Montalto, when an 
obſtinate engagement enſued, in which Damas, 
after an honourable defence, was completely rout- 
ed with the loſs of his artillery and a great num- 
ber of priſoners. The wreck of his corps was driven 
in diſorder to Orbitello, and aſterwards finally ta- 
ken or diſperſed. General Kellerman then march- 
ed to Viterbo, where he found the walls covered 
with the armed inhabitants, and briſtling with can- 
non. The firſt ſummons had no effect; and the 
ſecond, conceived by Championnet in theſe inti- 
midating terms, Viterbo ſhall open its gates, on V. 
terbo ſhall only be a heap of aſhes, was equally diſre- 
garded. Fortunately the townſmen had detained 
as hoſtages, among ſeveral others, the two French 
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their imprudence had entitled them to expect. 


Taz parade and vaunting, which had accom- The K. 
panied the ſucceſsful progreſs of the Neapolitan . 


arms, now yielded to cowardly terror. His Sicilian 
Majeſty's alarm was ſo extreme, that altho' his ar- 


the enemy, and the loyalty of his ſubjects, and par- 
ticularly of the Lazzaroni, promiſed a fortunate re- 
ſiſtance, he thought proper to embark precipitately, 
with all his court, on board an Engliſh man of 
war, in order to retire to Sicily. At the moment 
of his embarkation, a ſerious ferment enſued. To 
abandon his people and his throne, was regarded 
by the conſiderate part of the inhabitants as an act 
diſſolving every tie of allegiance; and even the rag- 
ged populace of the capital expreſſed their indig- 
nation at the puſillanimous conduct of their fove- 
reign. But no remon ſtrances or entreaties could 
alter his determination, and no proffers of ſervice 
inſpire him with confidence. Having put on 
board the regalia, and an immenſe quantity of 
gold and filver in ſpecie and bullion, he ſet fail in 
the Vanguard man of war crowded with noblemen 
and ladies. The veſſel landed at Palermo after en- 
countering a terrible tempeſt, during which the 
paſſengers, overwhelmed with terror and ſea-fick- 
neſs, and unconfiding in the ſuperiority of Eng- 
liſh ſeamanſhip, had recourſe to all the faints in 
the calendar. One of the King's ſons died dur- 


envoys to Naples and Malta; and this circumſtance 1798. 
procured them better terms on ſurrendering, than ——— 


1798. 


the Greg: 


liane. 
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ing the voyage; and in this forlorn and hapleſs 
ſtate, the father diſembarked fo throw himſelf on 
the loyal hoſpitality of his Sicilian ſubjects. 


Tu inclemency of the weather, and inunda- 
tions of the rivers, greatly impeded the progreſs of 
the republican army, which was at the ſame time 
haraſſed by infurrections of the peaſants, who broke 
down the bridges, and intercepted the communi- 
cations. General Macdonald's divifion paſſed the 
Carigliano at Ceprano and Ifola, notwithſtanding 
the formidable aſpect of the enemy's works on the 
oppoſite bank, which the latter abandoned with 
eighty pieces of cannon. During this, General 
Rey was detached towards Terracina, with orders 
to carry the batteries erected at Itri in the defiles 
of Fondi, and after taking poſſeſſion of Gaeta and 
crolfing the Carigliano, to advance to Capua. Kel- 
lerman's divifion having taken Viterbo, marched 
directly to reinforce the main army, his cavalry 
General Rey's corps at Fondi. On Macdonald's 
reaching Capua, he ſummoned General Mack, 
who commanded there in perſon, to ſurrender ; 
but on receiving an anſwer in the negative, he 
attacked, and carried fome redoubts m front. 
Mack certainly committed a miſtake in not vi- 
gorouſly defending his pofition on the Carigliano ; 
but perhaps he retired his army to the intrenched 
camp at Caſerta as a more eligible poſition, buth 
for the purpoſe of being ſupported by a fortified 
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place with a ſtrong garriſon, and of facilitating 


and the inſurrectional levies in the provinces. 


To gain time the Neapolitan commander ſent Sener 
a letter to Championnet, informing hun that he 
had received an order from the government to pro- 


poſe to both armies in that inclement ſeafon,---a 
repoſe rendered neceſſary by the fatigue they had 
undergone in frequent marches during continual 
rains. He added, that if the propoſition proved a- 
greeable, the bearer, Adjutant-General Pignatelli, 
was authoriſed to treat with the perſons whom the 
French General might be pleaſed to nominate for 
that purpoſe, and to conclude a limited or unli- 
mited armiſtice, on the baſis of the line of the 
out-poſts of the two armies. Championnet, aware 
of his intention, returned an immediate anſwer : 
Humanity,“ ſaid he, is the burden of your let- 
ter; bad roads, rain, and ſnow are your motives. 
But the French army, with its wonted patience, 
has ſurmounted every obſlacle, and nothing more 
remains to it but the capture of Naples. I march 
to accompliſh its wiſhes, and to execute the orders 
of my government, which, in conſequence of your 
declaration of war at the mouth of the cannon, has 
charged me with puniſhing the inſult.” General 
Mack's ſituation now became daily more difficult ; 
his troops deſerted in crowds ; his officers were diſ- 
heartened ; jealouſies, ſuſpicion, and alarm increaſ- 
ſed ; and his laſt reſource was in the reſiſtance or 
1 


1799. 


the reinforcements he expected from the capital,. 


. 
poſes an ar- 
which is re- 
poſe an armiſtice, with a view to afford ſome re- e. 


TAN. 


cuviopictely 


conquered, 
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or rather deſperate fury of the turbulent and un, 
governable Lazzaroni of the capital. 


MzanwniLlt General Rey, being reinforced by 
the troops under the command of Kellerman, pre. 
ſented himſelf before Gaeta, which was defended 
by a garriſon of four thouſand men, ſeventy piece: 
of cannon, and twenty-two braſs mortars, with pro- 
viſions and ammunition for a year. Seven 
armed feluccas, ſeveral tranſports, and a great ma. 
ny veſſels laden with corn, lay in the harbour. He 
pointed a howitzer againſt the town, and threy 
ſome ſhells into it; upon which the garriſon tef- 
tifying ſymptoms of diforder, the governor offered 
to capitulate, and the troops ſurrendered priſonen 
of war. Among other ſtores captured in this 
place, were twenty thouſand muſkets, and one hun- 
dred thouſand pounds of powder ; and it is faid, 
that there were alſo found thirty thouſand filver 
medals, which his Majefty intended to diſcribute 
among the heroes, who were to immortalize their 
names by feats of valour. After leaving a garri- 
ſon in Gaeta, General Rey threw a bridge over the 
Carigliano, and joined the firſt divifion before Ca- 
. 


Tux left wing commanded by General Duhem, 
after ſome very difficult marches, arrived before Peſ 
cara, of which fortreſs General Mounier took poſſeſ- 
fion, its garriſon of zoco men marching out with the 
honours of war, and laying down their arms on the 
glacis. Vaſt magazines of every kind were taken 
in the fort and harbour, befides forty-four pieces 
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of cannon and a number of mortars. In the 
mean time, General Lemoine, having taken Aqui- 
la, as we have already mentioned, received orders 
to advance to Sulmona, the central point of all the 
roads traverſing the two provinces of Abruzzo. 


In his march, he was flanked by a column, advan- 


cing in the route of Tivoli and Vicovaro, which at 
the ſame time covered the left flank of the firſt 
diviſion. This movement was decifive, and great- 
ly facilitated the operations of Duhem. 


Dun No theſe occurrences in the ſouth of Italy, a 
French column under Serrurier was deſtined to ob- 
ſerve Tuſcany, and act as emergency might require. 
But the Neapolitan diviſion at Leghorn thought pro- 
per to re-embark with precipitation, on the firſt 
intelligence of the reverſes of their grand army. 
Serrurier, therefore, received counter-orders, and, 
agreeably to his new inſtructions, defiled towards 
the territory of the republic of Lucca, not wiſhing 
to infringe the profeſſed neutrality of Tuſcany, 


A vxir of uncertainty here envelops the opera- 
tions in Naples. After the flight of the monarch, 
diſtruſt became univerſal, and increaſed the diſcor- 
dant and agitated ſtate of the public mind. Princ: 
Pignatelli, who had been appointed viceroy in the 
abſence of the ſovereign, ſucceeded in concluding 
with the republican General an armiſtice, which 
was afterwards diſclaimed by his Majeſty, and the 
terms of which ſeem to have given equal diffatis- 


faction to the French government. It was ſigned 
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1799. on the tenth, at the camp before Capua, by Cham. 
—— pionnet on the part of France, and by the Prince 


de Mihano, and the Duke of Geffo, plenipotentia- 
ries of the viceroy, on the part of Naples. By the 
firſt article, it was ſtipulated that Capua, with all its 
magazines and the artillery carried from itto the in- 
trenched camp,ſhould be given up to the French; and 
the two ſubſequent articles arrange the line of de- 
markation. The ports of the Two Sicilies were to be 
declared neutral; thoſe of the kingdom of Na. 
ples immediately after ſigning the armiſtice, and 
thoſe of Sicily, as ſoon as his Majeſty ſhould have 
ſent an ambaſſador from Palermo to Paris to treat 
for peace. No Neapolitan ſhip of war was to fail 
from any port of the two kingdoms: veſſels, belong- 
ing to the powers at war with the republic, were not 
to be admitted into his Majefty's harbours, and thoſe 
prefently in port were to be ſent away. During 
the continuance of the armiftice, no change was 
to be made in the admmiſtrative authorities of the 
countries occupied by the French, and no indivi- 
dual queſtioned on account of his political princi- 
ples. It was agreed, that the King of the Two Si- 
cies ſhould pay to the republic ten millions of Ii: 
vres Tournois; that the uſual commercial rela- 
tions, between Naples and the territory occupied 
by the French army, ſhould continue as formerly; 
and that the troops ſhould be regularly ſapplied 
with proviſions, and exerapted from all impoſts in 
their purchates. This treaty of armiſtice was, by 
the laſt article, to be ſubmitted to the approbation 
of the reſpective governments; and if either re- 
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faſed to ratify it, the generals were to give notice 1799. 
three days before the re-commencement of hoſt. —— 


lit 


General Mack does not appear to have had a- Conduct of 
ny immediate concern in this tranſaction. He had fact. 


exerted all his efforts, in conjunction with the Neu- 
politan government, to incite an inſurrection of 
the peaſantry againſt the French, while he indirect- 
ly laboured to procraſtinate the convention in hopes 
of the co-operation of the Lazzaroni of the capital. 
In theſe meaſures, however, he was diſappointed : 
for having incurred the ſuſpicion of a capricious 
populace, he was obliged to ſolicit the protection 
of Championnet, which was readily granted. A 
ſpirit of diſaffection had ſpread among his troops, 
who obeyed with reluctance the command of a 
foreigner, and by whoſe turbulence and inſubordina- 
tion his life was in continual danger. He repair- 
ed to Caſerta, the head-quarters of the French ar- 
my, where he received a paſſport allowing him to 
depart in quality of a Lieutenant-General in the 
Auſtrian ſervice. It is probable, that the conduct 
of Championnet towards Mack gave offence to the 
commiſſioner Faypoult and the French government, 
and, combined with other circumſtances, occa - 
ſioned the harſh treatment afterwards experien- 
ced by the republican commander. General Mack 
and his German Staff, being charged with the 
commiſſion of ſome cruelties on the French fick, 
were arreſted by orders of the DireQory, and ſent 


priſoners to Milan. Yet, notwithſtanding the o- 
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1799. dium this officer has incurred by yielding to the 

—— counſels of the Neapolitan cabinet. his milita. 
ry {kill is undeniable; and the eftimation, which 
he enjoyed in the Imperial army, will ſhelter him 
from the ſneer of thoſe, who calculate talents on- 
ly by a continuity of ſucceſs, and are ever ready 
to declaim againſt the unfortunate.* 


® Gzxtenir Mack was afterwards ſent to Dijon in 
France, where he ſtill remains in cloſe confinement. He 
publiſhed, in the Journal of that city (ſecond June), a vin- 
dication of his conduct during his command in Naples, 
and endeavoured to refute the accuſations brought againſt 
him. *I am charged,” fays he, © with having ſuffered 
the French fick to be put to the ſword. I know only of 
the tranſaction at Otricohi, where the fick Frenchmen were 
flaughtered by the Neapolitan foldiers : and I can neither con- 
tradict, nor juſtify, that atrocious aft. It is notorious, and 
well known to the French generals who were with the ar- 
my of Rome, that while the Neapolitan General Merſch 
attacked Otricoli, where this crime was committed, I was 
with the main body of the army, between Rome and Ci- 
vita-Caſtellana, five miriametres from fo horrible a ſcene. 
I was intirely ignorant of it, until I learned it by a letter 


« 2, Ir is faid, I was on the point of being the vic- 
tim of that inſurrection I had myſelf organifed. The 
arming of the peaſantry was ordered by the government 3 
few days after the opening of the campaign, when the right 
column, which ſhould have extended to the Adriatic, was 
defeated at Fermo. I was then at Rome, and ignorant of 

what 
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Ir is not without ſurpriſe we learn, that a con- 
vention, which afforded the hope of reſtoring a 
kingdom to his Sicilian Majeſty, ſhould meet with 
his diſapprobation. When Pignatelli mtimated 


—— — — — — 
—gyB 


what meaſures were carrying on, in the interior of the 
country, for organiſing a levy en maſſe. But this had no- 
thing to do with the arming of the Lazzaroni and peaſants 
in the vicinity of Naples, who, miſled by traitors, and or- 
ganiſed by their chiefs, equally made war on the French 
and their own troops. 'They particularly wiſhed to wreck 
| their fury on me as a foreigner, who had been pointed 
out to them, by theſe traitors, as having fold Capua and 
the whole kingdom of Naples to the French. 


« 3. Ir is further faid, that I delivered myſelf up to 
the French. The expreſſion deiivered myſelf up implies, 
that I went to the French head-quarters without any pre- 
vious communication, and that I furrendered at diſcre- 
tion: but ſuch an aſſertion is abſolutely falſe, as is clearly 
proved by the following facts. Immediately after the conclu- 
fion of the armiſtice on the twelfth of January, I ſent my 
reſignation,by an official letter, tothe Vicar-General Pigna- 
telli,who governed the kingdom in the abſence of his Majeſ- 
ty. In the night of the fixteenth the inſurrection at Naples 
had arrived at its height ; and I received authentic informa- 
tion, that the fury of the Lazzaroni and armed peaſants was 
particularly directed againſt me and my German Etat-Ma- 
Jor, and that we were to be ſurrounded. I ſent inſtantly, 
from my head-quarters at Caivano, Adjutant-General Piſ- 
ſicelli to the General-in-chief Championnet, to inform 
him of what I have related, and alſo that I had entruſted 
the command of the army to the Duke of Salandra, as 
eldeſt Neapolitan General. I was, therefore, no more than 


* 
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1799- the occurrence, he received an anſwer from the 
— monarch, expreſſive of his indignation on receiv. 
A ing intelligence of the conclufion of a treaty, at a 
Fignatelli. time when from the urgency of circumſtances, and 


the good diſpoſitions manifeſted by his people, he 
expected a general riſing in detence of the capital. 


—— 


a Licutenant-General in the ſervice of the Emperor ; and 
in this quality I entreated him to grant me a paſlage 
through his head-quarters, and paſſports to rejoin the ar- 
my to which I belonged, with the German officers who 
were with me, and who alſo retained their ranks in the 
in my requeſt, without the leaſt objection, and in the moſt 
cordial manner; and that he had not only acquieſced, but 
adviſed me nat to alter my intention, as he was informed, 
that every precaution had been taken to prevent my em- 
barking at Salerno or Barletta. Penetrated with gratitude 
by this confidence and poſitive promiſe of the French Ge- 
neral, I repaired to his head-quarters at Caferta, where 
he received me, not only with every attention, but with 
all that ſolicitude which ſoldiers owe to each other, when 
the misfortune of the one puts an end to thoſe circum» 
ſtances that ſeparated them. I remained there four days, 
and on the eve of my departure received the neceſlary 
paſſport ; a proceeding never obſerved towards priſoners 
of war, and evidently proving that General Championnet 
kept the promiſe he had given me. This is the more ap 
parent, as theſe paſſports purported'to have been delivered 
to Lieutenant-General Mack in the ſervice of Auſtria, 8 
power which was not only at that time at peace with the 
French republic, but remained ſo for ſeveral decades 
thereafter.” 
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But by this diſgraceful armiſtice, concluded in con- 
ſequence of the moſt abſurd inſtructions to perſons 
direQed to negociate with the enemy, he beheld 
the greateſt part of his realm, though unconquer- 
ed, given up with a view of ſparing the capital ; 
when it was obvious, that theſe conceſſions would 
lead to the irretrievable loſs of the whole king- 
dom. What the more excited his aſtoniſhment 
at fuch unwarrantable conduct was, that the prince 
had no powers to negociate in that manner, the 
inſtructions left by his Majeſty being of a very dif- 
ferent tendency. In concluding, therefore, ſuch a 
treaty, tie prince muſt either have forgot he had 
a maſter, or remembered it only for the purpoſe of 
impoſing the moſt degrading terms on him. You 
may ſuppoſe,” added the King, © how much I 
am incenſed at finding the truſt I repoſed in you 
betrayed in ſuch a manner, and how indignant I 


feel againſt your unworthy adviſers.” His Majeſty and procls- 
pro- Wange 


likewiſe iſſued, from his aſylum at Palermo, a pro- 
clamation to the inhabitants of the Neapolitan pro- 
vinces, declaring the armiſtice null and void, bran- 


ding the French with the opprobrious epithets of 


traitors and ſeducers, and invoking the people to 
defend their religion and property ; while, from 
the neighbouring kingdom, he would ſupport their 
exertions with all the vigour wherewith he was in- 
ſpired. 


MzanwuaiLs the inſurgents in the environs of 
Fondi, who had occaſioned a temporary interrup- 
ton of the army's communications with Rome, 

K 


Account of 
the Lazza- 
ronifof Na- 
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and broke down the bridges on the Carigli. 
ano, were ſubdued, and their villages burned, 
But the republican army, haraſſed by inceſſant fa. 
tigue and ſanguinary encounters, thinned by aſſaſ. 
finations, and having no other ſupplies than what 
their valour acquired from the enemy, had till 
a more deſperate ſtruggle to encounter. 


Ix all catholic countries where the religion is 
founded on the ignorance and miſery of the people, 
there exiſts a multitude of vagabonds, known in Ita- 
ly by the appoſite term of Lazzaroni, whoſe penury 
is increaſed by their lazineſs, and among whom the 
clergy, while affecting an oſtentatious charity, are 
obliged by preſcriptive uſage to diſtribute a por- 
tion of their ill-gotten wealth. Thie city of Naples 
is particularly eminent in that reſpect; and the 
formidable numbers of this mendicant race, mo- 


regular community with captains or oftenfible lea- 


ders, (for even among beggars there is ambition,) - 


enabled them at pleaſure to diftate law to the 
court. Thus the Neapolitan government, while its 
genius was inimical to the diffufion of knowledge, 
was ſeverely puniſhed by the inſecurity, or open 
commotions, perpetually reſulting from the ſuper- 
ſtition and beggary which it foſtered. His Sicilian 


Majeſty was beloved by the Lazzaroni, whole | 


number is variouſly eftimated from thirty to fixty 
thouſand in the capital alone. Conſtantly obliged 
to open his treaſury in order to ſatisfy their rapa- 
city, the monarch, even in the laſt moments of ha 


delled fince the days of Maſſaniello into a kind of | 
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reign, till influenced them by his gold. But their 1799. 
audacity bad become ſo preſumptuous, that their 
leader, one Sabatiello, on demanding an audience, 
was immediately admitted into the preſence of the 


ſovereign. 


Wuxx the royal family abandoned Naples, ter- ace 
ror filled the breaſts of the citizens, while the fer- by them. 
mentation among the Lazzaroni threatened every 
moment a deſolating exploſion. Diſregarding 
the total rout of the Neapolitan army, theſe war- 
riors conceived the bold and heroic deſign of 
preventing the French from entering the capital, 
to which they were advancing : and immediately 
an inſurrection was proclaimed. The two firſt 
days were ſpent in bravadoes, menaces, and prepa- 
rations for attack and defence. Pignatelli and 
point of disruption, ſought ſafety in conceaiment ; 
and Prince Moliterni, who had gained the confi- 
dence of the Lazzaroni by his vigorous defence 
at Capua, was proclaimed Captain-General. His 
firſt efforts were unſucceſsfully directed to reftrain 
their hcentious fury. They declared thoſe, who had 
ſigned the armiſtice, or adviſed its being carried 
into effect, enemies of the King, and began their 
Operations by throwing open the doors of the pri- 
ſons, and taking poſſeſſion of the caitles. Having 
erected fourteen gibbets, they traverſed the city in 
ſearch of all the partiſans of the French, or thoſe 


who had the misfortune to be reckoned ſuch by 
the arbitrary and capricious opinions of the popu- 


1799- 
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lace ; and ſeveral noblemen and other inhabi- 
tants, after their houſes had been plundered, were 
burned alive. A body of patriots and citizens, 
abandoning their property to pillage, and anxious 
only for their perſonal ſafety, aſſembled in the con- 
vent of the Celeſtines, which they converted into 


a kind of fortreſs by intrenching themſelves with 
cannon. This place the Lazzarooi attacked with 


undaunted proweſs ; and notwithſtanding the loſs 
of a great many of their number by ſeveral dif- 
charges of the artillery, they forced the convent, 
and put all within it indiſcriminately to the ſword. 


IN this deplorable ſcene of horrors, Prince Moli- 
terni, as the only means of preſerving Naples from 
general maſſacre and conflagration, privately with- 
drew to Caſerta, and implored General Champio- 
net to haſten his march to the capital. It was con- 
certed, that the French army ſhould approach on 


the fide of Poggio and Capo-di-Chino, as the Laz- 


zaroni had declared their intention of marching by 
the little mole, and the quarter of St Lucia, to a- 
tack the French at Capua. Thus it was probable, 
that the republican troops would arrive in the city 
before the return of the banditti, and thereby ex- 
clude them from re- entering it. When the Prince 
returned, he occupied Fort St Elmo with a ſmall 
body of ſoldiers, and fired a few cannon- ſhots into 
the town with an intent to tranguillize it; but the 


advanced to the very walls of the fortreſs, attempt- 
ed to carry it by affault, regardleſs of the ter- 


Lazzaroni fet out en maſſe for Capua, and having 
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rible havoc made among them by the artillery of 1799. 


the place. 


Two days were ſpent in theſe fruitleſs and bloo- Defeat of 
dy efforts with unparalleled ſteadineſs; but learning — 
on the third that a French column, conſiſting of Nie- 


eight thouſand men, had marched towards Naples, 
and was already at its gates, the Lazzaroni return- 
ed in great haſte to the aid of their comrades, who. 
had remained behind, and obſtinately maintained 
the avenues leading to the city. They emptied 
the houſes of their furniture in order to blockade 
the ſtreets, and then, dividing themſelves into par- 
ties, endeavoured to drive back the troops. Theſe 
partial but ſanguinary conflicts continued during 
the whole of the twenty-ſecond and twenty-third ; 
but at laſt French diſcipline triumphed, and the 
moment the ſoldiers obtained poſſeſſion of the 
ſtreets, the caſtles and forts ſurrendered, and hoift- 
ed the tri-coloured flag. The citadel of the Car- 
melites, which was occupied by a detachment of 
Lazzaroni, required a fiege of three hours. Nu- 
merous bodies of them, and of the armed peaſants, 
diſputed with inflexible reſolution every inch of 
every ſtreet, until they were driven to the outer 
gate, where they rallied for the laft time, and after 
a ſevere engagement were either hewn in pieces 
or diſperſed. Thus terminated a ſtruggle, in which 
the republican army required all their firmneſs, va- 
lour, and talents, to conquer. The ſmall number 
of the French no doubt excited the boldneſs of 
their opponents; yet we cannot forbear an expreſ- 
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1799. fion of admiration at the deſperate courage of the 
——— Jatter,—a courage which, under the guidance of an 


able and heroic ſovereign, might have triumphed; 
-a courage which for three days diſputed victory 
with French foldiers, in the ſtreets of an open 
town, and in the midſt of ruins, of mangled carcaſes, 
and of flames. 


Tas ſucceſsful entry of the French into Naples 
was hailed by the citizens as a fortunate event, 
which could alone fave the capital from being fi- 
nally ſacked and burned: To ſooth the ſuperſtitious 
the Archbiſhop, who for his conduct on this occa- 
fion was afterwards puniſhed with exile by the 
monarch, publiſhed an addreſs, inviting all the 
faithful inbabitants to be preſent that day (twenty- 
fifth,) at the celebration of Te Deum. This ſer⸗ 
vice he in perſon, accompanied by the chapter, the 
clergy, the General-in-chief, and his Staff, would 
chant in the cathedral church to thank the Moſt 
High for the glorious entry of the French into the 
city, who, under the ſpecial protection of provi- 
dence, had regenerated the people, and were come 
to eſtabliſh and conſolidate their happineſs. © Saint 
Januarius, our protector, added the Archbiſhop, 
« rejoices in their arrival, and his blood miraculoul- 
ly liquified on the very evening of the entrance 
of the republican troops.” Mount Veſuvius alſo, 
perſonified by the religious credulity of the Nea- 
politans, declared her approbation by ſome fiery 
and thundering eruptions, which unbelievers, with 
their accuſtomed ſcepticiſm, may probably betray 
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an inclination to interpret as an expreſſion of diſ- 1799- 
hke. 


Writs this pious fraud was employed in the 
ſervice of humanity, the city became tranquil, and 
the new provifional government was organiſed. 

On entering the capital, General Championnet ad- 

drefled a proclamation to the inhabitants with a 
. | view to remove their alarms, and reſtore confi- 
| dence and order ;* and as a neceſſary meaſure of 
precaution, he likewiſe directed, that all without 
diſtinction ſhould give up their arms. Meanwhile 
Cardinal Ruffo was diſpatched by his Majeſty into 
Calabria with the title of Vicar-General, and em- 
powered to adopt ſuch meaſures as might retard the 
progre:s of the French, diſquiet the proviſional go- 
vernment they had eſtabliſhed, and, in fine, avail 
himſelf of any fortunate incident that might occur. 
Prince Pignatelli, the late viceroy, on his arrival at 
Palermo, was treated with great ſeverity for hav- 


* 3 w.+ 


® In this proclamation to the Neapolitans, he declared 
that their liberty was the only reward France defired to ob- 
tain, and the only clauſe of the treaty of peace, which 
the army of the republic came to ratify by a ſolemn oath, in 
conjunction with the people, within the walls of their ca- 
pital, and on the ſubverted throne of their laſt monarch. 
But the man who ſhould refuſe to fign that honourable 
compact, in which the fruits of victory were beſtowed on 
the vanquiſhed, and which only left to the conqueror the 
glory of having conſolidated the happineſs of Naples, 
yould be treated as a public enemy, againſt whom the 
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1799- ing negociated the armiſtice ; but as ſeveral noble 
— families were implicated in that tranſaction, this 

conduct of the monarch did not tend to conciliate 
the affections ot his ſubjects. 


2 A DISAGREEMENT having ariſen between Cham. 
cesberwen pionnet and the French commiſſioner Faypoult, 
vet and the cauſes of which have not been communicated 


rhea. to the public, the Directory deprived that Gene- 


ral of his command, and ordered him to be arreſt. 
ed, and brought before a council of war on a charge 
of improper conduct, in conſequence of a depofition 


——— 
— 


French ſoldier would remain in arms. Then alluding, in 
glowing language, to the conduct of his Majeſty, he feli- 


2 crown he has diſhonoured, and by the chagrin of hav- 
ing been the principal inſtrument of your freedom. But 
let no apprehenſions of the future embitter the ſentiment 
of your preſent happineſs : the army I command remains 
in the midſt of you; it will loſe its laſt man, and ſhed its 
laſt drop of blood, ere it allow your tyrant to entertain 
the hope of renewing the proſcriptions of your families, 


and re-opening the dungeons in which they were immu- 


of the enemies of France, and declared, that if the French 
army now aſſumed the title of the army of Naples, it was 
in conſequencs of the ſolemn engagement, into which it 
had entered, to periſh for the cauſe of the people, and 
to make no other uſe of its arms than in maintaining their 


independence and rights, which it had ſo ſucceſsfully afſer- 


ted. As to the fatal miſchiefs produced by the organi- 
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preferred againſt him to that effet. As Cham- 1799. 
pionnet; however, was not brought to trial, but. 
after the forced demiſſion of part of the Directory, 
and the ephemeral authority of their ſucceſſors, ſet 
at liberty, and appointed to the command of the 
Italian army, little has tranſpired to elucidate this 
accuſation. It would, therefore, be premature to 
form any decifive opinion ; but we think it our 
duty to communicate every fact of public notorie- 
ty, likely to throw light on the tranſaction. 


| Tur civil and military commiſſaries whom the canus 
Executive Directory ſent into the countries occu- Pang 
pied by ihe French troops, not content with affect. ggg. 
ing a pro-conſular authority, oppreſſed the inhabi- occupied 
tants by requiſitionary exactions, which were im- 
poſed and levied under pretence of the neceſſitie s 
of the army, but which theſe harpies frequently 
1 In Italy, the eccle- 


* 
— 
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—_ 


tation of plurider and aſſaſſination, which the agents of 
the late monarch had eniployed as the means of defence, 
the republican authorities about to be eſtabliſhed would 
teſtore order and tranquillity on the baſis of a paternal 
acminiftration. They would diſſipate the idle alarms of 
ignorance; and appeaſe the fury of fanaticiſm, with a zeal 
equal to that employed to increafe them; and ſoon would 
the ſeverity of diſcipline reftrain diforders produced by 
rancour, diſorders which at preſeat hal been with diffi- 
* L 
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1799. of the wealth of the country, and the 
— 2 princes and nobles who aban. 
doned their homes to follow the fortunes of their 
ſovereigns, formed an inexhauſtible mine of wealth 
to inordinate avarice. Violence and the abuſe of 


doubt a German army, and German commiſlaries, 
would have diſplayed a fimilar rapacity. This 
charge of peculation, however, is confined to the 
commiſſaries and Staff, although, on account of it, 
the troops too often became the victims of popular 
indignation. At the ſame time it ought to be ob. 
ſerved in extenuation of their conduct, that the 
French government were criminally negligent in 
. ſupporting their armies, a circumſtance which fre- 
quently obliged the commanders to have recourſe 
to means injunous to the republican cauſe. Ge- 
neral Hoche, on afſuming the command of the ar- 
my of the Rhine, diſmiſſed upwards of a hundred 
commiſſarĩes for their malverſations during Jour- 
dan's expedition into Germany ; and Buonaparte, 
who 1 a rigid diſciplinarian, kept a watchful eye 
over theſe agents in his Italian campaign, and ſhot 
without mercy all marauders. 


—— RuenESENTATIONS were made to the Executive 
tory against Directory, that ſeveral adventurers, under pre- 
— tence of being on miſſion from the government. had 
1 been guilty of icregularities and extortion. The 


chief, were therefore ſtrictly enjoined to take the 
moſt rigorous care, that every Frenchman, who 


power ever accompany a ſtate of warfare; and no 


French commiſſioners at Rome, and the General-in- 
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had gone into Italy without a miſſion from the go- 1799 
vernment fince the entrance of the troops into 


that country, ſhould leave it without delay. This 


arretE however did not produce the deſired effect; 


and the Directory were conſtrained to iſſue a ſe- 
cond decree, importing; 1. That every French- 
man not uſefully attached to the army of Italy or 
that of Rome, and every cne employed by a com- 
miſſion poſterior to the ſeventh September laſt, or 
even anterior to that date, in caſe his preſence in 
Italy might be injurious to the intereſts of the re- 
public, whether from his correſpondence or con- 
nections, or from the vexations, impoſitions, and 
| extortions, in which he might have taken part, 
ſhould be expelled from the territories occupied 
by the troops of the republic. 2. Every French- 
man, who remained in Italy in contravention of 
the arrEtE of the ſeyenth September laft, every one 
who remained in contravention of the preceding 
article, and, in fine, all thoſe who, on having been 
. expelled from the ſtates occupied by the ar- 
my of Italy, had retired into countries occupied 
by the army of Rome, or reciprocally, ſhould be 
apprehended and conducted as ſpies before the 
council of war. 


4th Dec. 


ErTuzz no meaſures were adopted in conſe - Their is- 
quence of theſe decrees, or thoſe employed proved Bez 


inſufficient ; for complaints ſtill coatinued againſt — 


this evil, which ſeemed incapable of being eradi - 


cated. The Directory wrote letters to Generals 
Joubert and Championnet mentioning the intelli- 


Jan 3. 1799 


1799. 
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gence they had received, that Italy, notwithſtanding 
their former decrees, continued to be tormented by 
a coalition of extortioners, who under every ſort of 
denomination, profeſſion, and maſk, devoured the 
fubſtance ofthe French armies, and impoſed arbitra- 
ry exactions on the occupied countries. It was, 
therefore, neceſſary to call the attention of the 
commanders to the moſt ſtrict and rigorous exe- 
cution of thoſe arretes, and to publiſh them in the 
general orders. © Reflect,“ continued they, © that 
when the government has expreſſed its will in the 
moſt unequivocal manner, and ifſued pofitive or- 
alone reſponſible in the eyes of poſterity for the 
continuance of theſe diſgraceful dilapidations.” The 
DireQory accordingly reiterated their commands 
to the Generals to expel without mercy, from the 
diſtricts under their reſpective authority, the horde 
of pillagers who infeſted them, and among whom 
ſeveral emigrants had been pointed out, and to 


make at the ſame time a terrible example of _ 
their leaders ; for too long had theſe public rob- 


ders uſurped the title of republicans, and diſgraced 


the French name. 


In obedience to this mandate, Championnet if 


ſued a firit prohibition againſt peculation and 
exactions, and alſo directed, that every individual 


preſuming to make any impoſitions, or carry off 
any public or private treaſures, or the pledges de- 
| in the Montt de piete, ſhould inſtantly be 
ſhot. The ſame puniſhment was to be infficted on 
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It would ſeem that theſe energetic meaſures, and 
the diſmiſſal of ſeveral agents, embroiled him with 
the Commiſſioner Faypoult, whoſe ſuperior in- 
fluence prevailed over the merits of an unbending 
fuldier. Championnet was accordingly deprived 
of his command, and Macdonald ſubſtituted in his 


place, who, altho' a General of an equally decifive 
character, thought proper to recal the commiſſaries 


Wau sr theſe operations were carrying on in 
the ſouth of Italy, the French arms were equally i 
ſucceſsful, but with leſs oppoſition, in the north. 
His Sardinian Majeſty, implicated in the combina- 
tion which Ruſſia and England had ſucceeded in 
forming againſt France, raſhly expoſed himſelf to 
the vengeance of the latter ; and as he retained 
his ſceptre ſolely by the condeſeenſion of the re- 
public, while his continental dominions were iſo- 
lated by the newly formed governments, his indiſ- 
cretion becomes ſtill more manifeſt. Altho prieſt- 
craft and ignorance in Montſerrat 
and Piedmont, republican principles had made no 
inconfiderable progreſs in theſe countries, the go- 
vernment of which was purely military. Popular 
tation of the preſent times added fuel to this ci- 
vil combuſtion. Territorial diſputes, and other 
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1799. the new Ligurian republic. But the French govern. 
— ment, foreſeeing only an uſcleſs effuſion of human 
blood in the rancorous warfare of theſe pigmy 
ſtates, inſiſted on both parties laying down their 
arms, and ſettling the conteſted points by an ami. 


Taz ceſſation of hoſtilities expoſed the diſaflect- 
_ ed, or patriots as they were ſtyled, to the reſent. 
ment of the government. But unfortunately the 
Piedmonteſe troops, in puniſhing their rebelliom 
countrymen, ſuffered the ebullition of their rage 
to hurry them into the commiſſion of acts of 
violence on the French, who charged them with 
cutting in pieces ſeveral ſmall detachments, and fir- 
ing upon parties of cavalry on their march. Mu- 
tual recriminations enſued, and General Brune, the 
commander-in-chief of the army in Italy, by way 
cf puniſhment, and as a meaſure of precaution, de- 
manded and obtained poſſeſſion of the citadel of 
Turin. Soon after this he farther inſiſted, that 
liberty ſhould be granted to the impriſoned inſur. 
gents; that the citadel of Turin ſhould be ſup- 
and other neceflaries, which had been carried off 
when the French troops entered the fortreſs, re- e- 
ſtabliſhed, as the want of them endangered the 
ſafety of that depot; that the militia and other 
forces, exceeding the peace-eſtabliſhment, ſhould 
be diſbanded : and that the Count De Sala, Sardi- 
nian commandant at Aleflandria, ſhould be recal- 
led. He at the ſame time iſſueꝗ an arrete, purpor- 
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ting that to avoid all diſputes between bis Majeſty 2799- 


and the Ligurian republic relative to the princ. —- 
ple of reſtitution, the places taken on both fides 
ſhould be put into the hands of the French repub- 
lic, and kept as a depoſit, until a definitive treaty 
. 


A de ONS. moons 


ty and province of Turin publiſhed a 


political caution : for altho? it corroborates the com- 
plaints of the French, it throws no ſatifactory light on 
te conduct of the Sardinian cabinet, and could not 
exact general obſervance, as the public were well 
acquainted with the hoſtile diſpoſition of the court. 
It began with ſtating that, after the beneficent 
and reiterated orders for the preſervation of the 
tranquillity of the realm, his Majeſty hoped to 
have ſeen it perfectly reſtored among his ſubjects. 
But he learned with the greateſt aſtoniſhment and 
moſt lively regret, that this ſtate of peace was in dan- 
ger of being again interrupted by ill-defigned per- 
ſons lately returned into his territories. Theſe 
laboured to ſeduce the people, and prevail on 
them to favour their dark and inſidious plans by 
predicting ſtill greater misfortunes, by artful exag- 
geration of popular complaints, or, in fine, by o- 
penly and unreſervedly exciting all deſcriptions and 
claſſes of the inhabitants againſt individuals of the 
French nation. From the atrocious malice of theſe 
wicked men, conſequences muſt reſult baneful to 


the public and private tranquillity of his Majeſty's 


a proclama-. Gate 
tion, the language of which exhibits a ſpecimen of * N. 
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1799. ſubjects. In Piedmont, the French lived under 
— the protection of public treaties of peace and alli 


Pang way 2 11 
provocation or inſult, complaint ſhould be made to 


their ſuperiors; and that all perſons diſobeying 
theſe orders, would be puniſhed as diſturbers of the 


public tranquillity. 


Ix this degraded fituation it was impoſſible that 
his Sardinian Majeſty ſhould not feel indignant, and 
eagerly embrace any feafible mode of relief. His 
connection with the hoſtile courts grew daily more 
intimate, and of conſequence the jealouſy between 
him and the republic increaſed. While Naples 
and Auſtria were bufily occupied in military pre- 
parations, the cabinet of Turin became more ad- 
venturous by the indulgerce of hope. In this 
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fate of ſuſpicion and animoſity time glided on, 1799. 
until the French government, weary of theſe ſecret ——” 


manceuvres, ordered General Joubert to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of all the Piedmonteſe fortreſſes. Before com- 
mencing active operations, this officer, on the fifth 


2 publiſhed a kind of manifeſto, in which — 


he charged the Sardinian cabinet with requiring 
delays to furniſh its contingent as ſtipulated by trea- 
ties, and in the mean time direQing its force againſt 
Loano and Oneilla there to welcome the enemies of 
its ally the French nation. That court, continued 
the general, had appointed to the chief military 
employments ſuch perſons as were moſt inimical to 
France, and made open preparations to take part 
in the coalition. Its agents no longer affected con- 
cealment, but openly preſumed to violate the terri- 
tory of the Ciſalpine republic; and the blood of 
French and Piedmonteſe republicans had been ſhed 
in conſequence of its orders. He then ſtated what 
few will receive with implicit belief, that the 
French government, delighting in peace, were in 
hopes of being able to bring back the Sardinian 
cabinet to pacific meaſures, and were defirous of 
healing the wounds inflicted by a long war, reſto- 
ring tranquillity to Piedmont, and every day more 
clolely cementing the alliance between the two 
nations. But theſe hopes had proved fallacious ; 
and the Directory, no longer paying credit to a 
court faithleſs in its treaties, had ordered him to a- 
venge the honour of the great nation, and ſecure 
peace and happineſs to Piedmont. Such, ſaid he, 
were the motives which led the army of the repub- 
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1799- 


— 


All Pied- 
mont occn- 
pied by the 
French. 
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lie to enter that country. The property, perſonal 
ſafety, and religious worſhip of the inhabitant 
would be reſpected ; and he farther declared, that 
the Piedmonteſe troops ſhould form part of the 
French army in Italy, and that promotion would 
in future be given only to patriotiſm and talents, 
A meſſage from the Directory to the legiſlative bo. 
dy, as we have already mentianed in detailing: the 
declararion of war againſt Naples, expreſſed fimilar 
reaſons for adopting hoſtile meaſures againſt his 
Sardinian Majeſly. 


Tux King was in no condition to reſiſt the ene- 
my, and in a few days his territories were conquer- 
ed without much oppoſition. By the definitive 
treaty concluded in April 1794, the French 
were put in poſſeſſion of the fortreſſes of Coni 


. Ceva, Tortona, Exiles, L'Aſſietta, Suza, La Brunet- 


ta, Aleflandria, and Chateau Dauphine, until the 
conclufion of a continental peace ; and fince that 
period the citadel of Turin had been occupied. 
They had therefore only a few places of inconſide- 
rable ſtrength to ſecure, in which, however, they 
found vaſt quantities of military ſtores. The oc- 
cupation of theſe places was eſſected by a genen 
military movement, and withaut any bloodſhed: 
the Piedmonteſe and Swiſs troops joined the army 
of Italy, a proviſional government was inſtalled at 


Turin on the eleventh December, and municipal 


ties were eftabliſhed in all the principal towns. 
On the ninth, his Sardinian Majeſty Ggned un 
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act of renunciation at Turin, to which capital he 
was now to bid an eternal adieu. By this act, the 
King. after declaring that he renounced the exer- 
ciſe of all power, ordered his ſubjects to pay obedi- 
ence fo the proviſional government about to be e- 
ſtabliſned by the French general, and alſo enjoined 
the Piedmonteſe army to confider itſelf as an inte- 
gral part of the French army in Italy, and to obey 
the French commander-in-chief as its own. He 
diſavowed the publiſhing of an offenſive proclama- 
tion circulated by his miniſters, and directed the 
Chevalier Danican to furrender the citadel of Tu- 
rin®, as a pledge that no reſiſtance whatever would 


be attempted againſt the preſent act, which had 


emanated purely from his own free will. The gover- 
nor of the city was likewiſe enjoined to receive, 
and execute implicitly, all orders which the French 
General, commanding the citadel, ſhould think 
proper to ifſue ſor the maintenance of public tran- 
quillity. By the fifth article it was ftipulated, (if 
the expreſſion be allowable in ſpeaking of a com- 
pulſory con vention.) that no change ſhould be made 
which might affect the catholic religion, the per- 
ſonal ſafety, or property of individuals ; that ſuch 
Piedmontefe as wiſhed to expatriate, ſhould have 
liberty to carry away or diſpoſe of their effects, 
and that thoſe who were abſent ſhould be allowed 
to return, without any enquiry being made, as to 
their conduct or writings prior to this act. The King 
was at liberty to repair to Sardinia : and in the 


Ir would ſeem from this expreſſion, that the French 
were not yet in full poſſeſſion of the citadel. 


1799- 


Act of re- 
nunciation 
ſigned by 
his Majeſty . 
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1799. mean time no arrangement was to be made, that 
— might affect the ſecurity of his perſon. Until the 
moment of his departure, his palaces and country 
houſes were not to be taken poſſeſſion of by the 
French troops, nor any property carried off; and 
his guard was to be compoſed of thoſe hitherto em. 
ployed in that ſervice. The paſſports and neceſ- 
fary orders were to be given, that the King and 
his family might arrive in ſafety at the place of their 
retreat, accompanied by an equal force of French 
and Piedmonteſe. But in caſe the Prince of Carig- 
nan ſhould remain in Piedmont, he was, like other 
ſubjects, to enjoy his property there, and be at liber- 
ty to leave the country at pleaſure. And it 
was laſtly ſtipulated, that ſhips belonging to the 
powers at war with the republic, ſhould not be re- 
ceived in the ports of the iſland of Sardinia. 


HisMajesy AFTER figning this act, his Majeſty ſet out at 
Sardinia, midnight from the palace of his anceſtors with all 
his family, a few friends, and a part of his retinue. 

The proceſſion had the melancholy appearance of 

a funeral cavalcade, conſiſting of thirty carriages, 

with ſervants carrying flambeaus. It was eſcorted 

by a numerous guard of dragoons, whoſe profound 

filence, added to the obſcurity of the night and in- 

. clemency of the weather, made a laſting and ſad 
impreſſion on the mind of the ſpectator. The 

King paſſed through Parma, on the nineteenth De- 

cember, and in his route through Tuſcany had an 
affecting interview with another expatriated ſove- 

reign, the imprudent and unfortunate Pius VI. 
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Thus ingloriouſly terminated the reign of the 1499. 
Houſe of Savoy on the Italian continent; a houſe —— 


whoſe race of princes have attained celebrity in the 
military annals of Europe, and whoſe deceaſed mo- 
narch flattered himſelf, at the commencement of 
the preſent war, with annexing Provence, Dau- 
phiny, and the Lyonneſe to his hereditary domi- 
nions. 


Havixc arrived at Cagliari on the twenty - third He protest 
of March, his Majeſty publiſhed a memorial, in Sign. 


which he declared, that the honour of his perſon, 
the intereſt of his family and his ſucceſſors, and his 
connections with friendly powers, impoſed it on 
him as a duty to proteſt loudly, and in the face of 
Europe, againſt the proceedings by which he had 
been compelled to quit his territories on the conti- 
nent, and to abandon for a time the exerciſe of his 
power. He declared upon the faith and word of a 
king, that he never infringed in the ſlighteſt de- 
gree the treaties concluded with the French re- 
public ; but on the contrary, that he had obſerved 
them with ſuch a ſcrupulous exactneſs, and ſuch 
demonſtrations of amity and condeſcenſion, as far 
exceeded his obligations contracted with the re- 


public. It was notorious, that all the care and ſo- 
licitude of his Majeſty were continually directed 
to ſecure reſpect to every French citizen, and par- 
ticularly to the troops ſtationed in his territories 
or paſſing through them; to repreſs and puniſh 
thoſe who inſulted them; and to obviate even the 
well-founded reſentment of others, who, having ex- 


1799. perienced outrages from military licentiouſnek,, 
— might have been led to the commiſſion of violence, 
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He likewiſe proteſted, upon the faith and word of 2 
king, againſt any writing whatever, publiſhed, and 
infinuating that he had carried on a fecret in. 
telligence with the powers hoſtile to France. To 
corroborate his declaration on this point, he refer. 


red not only to the accounts tranſmitted to the 


French government, and to what had been ad- 
vanced by its generals, but to the impartial evi- 
dence, which the minifters and public agent: 
at Turin had given to their reſpective courts. 
It was obvious from facts known to the public, that 
the adherence of his Majeſty to whatever was im- 
poſed on him by the ſuperior forces of the French 
republic was only temporary, and could have no 
object but to fave his ſubjects in Piedmont from 
the evils, which a juſt reſiſtance would have occa- 
fioned. He had deen furprited by an unex- 
pected attack, which he could never have ſurmiſ- 
ed from a power his ally, and at a moment when, 
in conſequence of the application of the agents of 
the republic, his forces were put upon the footing 
of the moſt profound peace. Impelled by all theſe 
motives, his Majeſty reſolved, whenever it was in 
his power, to make known to all the ftates of Eu- 
rope the injuſtice of the proceedings of the French 
generals and agents, and the nullity of the reaſons 
urged in their manifeſtoes; and at the ſame time to 
reclaim his reinſtatement in the domin ions of his 
anceftors.---We will not interrupt our narrative by 
diſcuffing the doubts entertained reſpecting the 
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ol this combined fleet eſſected a landing on the 
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authenticity of this proteſt. It is conceived in 1499. 


temperate and perſuaſive language ; and although —— 
uſhered into the world in a filent and ſuſpicious 
manner, it was prudently ſuppreſſed, until the rout 

of the French army in Italy revived the languid 

hopes of the exiled monarch. 


A TREATY of alliance, offenſive and defenfive, Corſataken 


by thecom- 


had been concluded between Ruſſia and the Porte — ſuf. 
on the twenty-third of December 2798, in conſe- Turki 
quence of which, an auxiliary Ruſſian ſquadron “. 
paſſed the Dardanelles, and was afterwards joined 

by ſome Turkiſh ſhips. A body of troops on board 


iſland of Corfu, which, after ſome military opera- 
tions and a ſhort blockade, was ſurrendered by the 
French garriſon on condition of being conveyed 
to Toulon in veſſels furniſhed at the expence of the 
befiegers. It was alſo ſtipulated, that the ſoldiers, 
ſailors, and priſoners whowere to be liberated, ſhould 
not ſerve againſt Ruſſia, the Porte, or their allies, 
during the ſpace of eighteen months. The acqui- 
of the Engliſh fleet in the Mediterranean, facilita- 
ted the introduction of ſupplies and partial aſſiſt- 
ance to the inſurgents in Calabria, and kept the 
whole coaſt of Italy in perpetual alarm. 


NoTwiTHSTANDING the deciſive ſucceſſes of the j,curc.. 
French in Naples, and the co-operation of the pa- 1... 
triots, they encountered great difficulties in the nate 


ſuppreſſion of numberleſs inſurrections of the pea- 
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1799. ſantry and villagers. The ſcattered remains of 
—— the Neapolitan corps in Apulia and the two A. 


bruzzos, reinforced by the populace of San Sever 
and its environs, and together forming a body of 
ten thouſand men, had occupied a height covered 
with trees. They had alſo planted artillery in such 
a manner as to command the principal opening of 
an extenſive plain, which was overlooked by their 
elevated encampment, and ſcoured by their caval- 
ry. In this poſition, the ſelection of which evin- 
ced no inconfiderable ſkill in military tactics, they 
courageouſly ventured to give battle to General 
Duhem's divition. ' But popular fury could not 
oppoſe an effectual barrier againſt the ſteady 
valour of regular troops. In a few moments, the 
whole aſſemblage was diſperſed with the loſs of 
three thouſand men; and it was only on the ear- 
neſt interceſſion of the repentant inhabitants, that 
all Apula, which, with the exception of Foggia, 
had been in a ſtate of inſurrection, was not given 
up to the ſword. Some ſtandards of the Neanolitan 
cavalry were taken in this action; but thoſe of 
the infantry were only church table-cloths. 


Tais event, which happened on the nineteenth 
of March, did not intimidate the peaſantry and 
populace from fimilar attempts. The town of 
Andria roſe in inſurrection: it was attacked, and 
its gates forced on the twenty-third by General 
Brouffier, whoſe troops, after experiencing an ob- 
ſtinate refiſtance, penetrated into the ftreets in the 
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midſt of ruins, and Killed all who oppoſed their 1799. 
progreſs. In this diſaſtrous affair, more than fix __... 


thouſand of the infatuated multitude were put to 
the fword. A body of infurgents had collected 
between Terracina and Capua; but a French 
corps under General Watrin, having attacked Tra- 
cetta, one of their principal poſts, burned the 
place, and razed its baſtions. After this, Watrin 
turned to Caſtleforte, the ordinary aſylum of all 
the banditti of the mountains, and levelled it with 
the ground. 


TaxsE calamitous occurrences were the effects 


of that ſyſtem of inſurrection, or levy en maſſe, 


modelled by the Neapolitan cabinet at the period 
of commencing hoftilities againſt France. The 
wiſeſt and moſt reſpectable part of the community 
had beheld its progreſs with horror ; and after the 
flight of the ſovereign, and capture of Naples, 
great numbers of the nobility and clergy united 
in ſupporting the new proviſional government, as 
the only means of ſecuring their perſonal safety, 
and their property from general plunder. Deplo- 


. rable muſt have been, and ſtill is, the ſtate of that 


country, where the reſtraint of regular goverament 
s unfelt, and where a great proportion of the po- 
pulation is compoſed of Lazzaroni and banditti by 
profeſſion ; for, even in the days of peace, the tra- 
veller in the Neapolitan ſtates was obliged to pur. 
chaſe the uncertain protection of the village and 
mountain plunderers themſelves. It is painful to 
peruſe the narrative of bloody atrocities, which o&+ 
N 
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Note cf the 
French mi- 
nisters re la- 
tive to the 
Ruſſians. 
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curred in that unhappy land. Some ruffians be. 
longing to the Franco-Neapolitan army had com- 
mitted depredations on the peaſants ; and theſe, 
ſtimulated by the combined influence of fanati. 
ciſm and revenge, exerciſed the moſt horrid cru- 
elties on their victims, ſome of whom are ſaid to 
have been roaſted and devoured, while others were 
faſtened alive to trees, and torn in pieces by famiſh- 
ed dogs. It is to be hoped, for the honour of hu. 
man nature, that the accounts of theſe barbarous 
repriſals have been greatly exaggerated. Were 
we to ſearch for an apt and impreſſive ſimilitude, 
we would compare this devoted ccuntry to 
Mount Veſuvius during the torrentuous eruption 
that overwhelmed Herculaneum, and when dil. 
gorging the blazing maſſes that inhumed Pom- 
peia and its inhabitants. 


In narrating the diplomatic tranſactions at Ra. 
ſtadt, we aſcribed to the winter ſeaſon, to the ab- 
ſence of the Ruſſians, and to the hope of re-victu- 
alling Ehrenbrietſtein, the conſent of the Imperial 
miniſters to the French ultimatum. The ſame 


cauſes may be aſligned for the Emperor”: inaQtivi- 


Tanuzry. 


ty, during the hoſtile operations of the republic a- 


gainſt Sardinia and Naples. But as the Ruſſians 
had now made conſiderable progreſs, the French 
Legation, on the ſecond of January, formally de- 
clared to the Deputation, that if the Diet at Ratil- 
bon conſented to the entry of theſe troops into the 
empire, or did not oppoſe it in the moſt effeual 
manner, their march would be confidered as a vio- 
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lation of the neutrality on the part of the Germa- 199. 
nic body. They added, that the negociations —— 
would be broken off, and the republic and the 
empire return to the footing, on which they 
ſtood previous to the ſigning of the preliminaries 
at Leoben, and concluſion of the armiftice. But 
notwithſtanding this proteſtation, dictated by the 
preſſure of circumſtances, the French miaiſters ex- 
preſſed the earneſt wiſh of their government for 
the felicity of the empire. They truſted, that an 
occurrence, ſo unforeſeen as that which formed the 
ſubject of their note, and which might be attended 
with ſuch fatal conſequences to the tranquillity of 
Germany, ſhould not deftroy the hopes, now on 
the point of being realized, of a perfect reconcilia- 
tion and perpetual peace between the two nations. 
No perſon, they ſaid, could miſtake the views and 
motives of the cabinet of Peterſburg. The Depu- 
tation were too well acquainted with the affairs of 
Europe not to perceive, that Ruſſia, after being at 
war for fix years without participating in its active 
operations, would not now ſo openly place herſelf 
in a ſtate of aggreffion againft France, unleſs with 
a view to prevent the pacification of the continent, 
and with the no Jeſs evident defign of veiling the 
extenſive plan of uſurpation ſhe had projected. 
The plenipotentiaries, therefore, entertained no 
doubt, but the deputies would confider the pre- 
ſent ſtep of the French government as a new proof 
of its pacific ſentiments, and an opportunity to the 
empire, by avoiding the dangers that threatened 
it, to acquire new claims to the friendſhip of the 
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republic. In order to ſecure the preſenting of this 
note to the Deputation, the French miniſters took 
the precaution of giving it without the interpoki. 
tion of the Imperial commiſſioner, to whom they al. 
ſo tranſmitted a copy, accompanied with another 
note to Count Lehrbach, envoy of the King of 
Hungary aud Bohemia. 


Tuts note, although it was to have been expect. 
ed, created a general confternation. The depu- 
ties would not enter on the diſcuſſion of it, but con- 
tented themſelves with decreeing, that it ſhould be 
tranſmitted to the Emperor and the Diet at Ratiſ- 
bon. On the twenty-fixth the Deputation agreed, 
with the conſent of the Imperial commiſſioner, 
that an anſwer ſhould be ſent to the French minil- 
ters, importing that the Auſtrian plenipotentiary 
bad received the reſolution taken by his Majeſty, 
as to the eventual march of the Ruſſians in the ter- 
ritory of the empire. In this reſcript the Emperor de- 
clared, that the Deputation were not competent to 
take cognifance of the French note, and that the 
prerogative of doing ſo belonged to the empire aſ- 
ſembled under the authority of its chief, from 
whom they muſt wait for ulterior reſolutions. The 
deputies likewiſe ſtated, that the Diet had demanded 
further inſtructions from their conſtituents, and 
made known to the Deputation, that they had not 
yet received either official advice, or requeſtorial 
letters, reſpecting the march of a Ruſſian army. 


On this evaſive anſwer, the French legation in- 
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timated, that they had orders not to receive or 
tranſmit any note, until a categorical and fatisfac- 


1799. 


Second 
tory reply ſhould be given. At the ſame time note of the 


French mi. 


they ſent a note to the Imperial envoy, in which aiters 


they expreſſed their aſtoniſhment at his filence as 
to the march of the Ruſſians, a circumſtance de- 
cidedly hoſtile to France. The Executive Direc- 
tory, they obſerved, could no longer permit an un- 
certainty, which compromiſed the dignity and in- 
tereſts of the republic. Its miniſters were, there- 
fore, directed to demand from the Emperor a poſi- 
tive aſſurance, that theſe troops were evacuating 
his territory, and direct orders iſſued to that 
effect. They likewiſe defired; that this aſſu- 
rance ſhould be given within the ſpace of fifteen 
days from the date of their note, and declared, that 
the further progreſs of the Ruſſians would be con- 
fidered by the French governmeut as aggreſſive. 
Moreover, the republic would regard filence, or the 
want of the aſſurance demanded, as an act of hoſ- 
tility, and a manifeſt proof that the Emperor had 
acceded to the enterpriſes of Ruſſia. 


Taz envoys, not daring to come to a definitive 
reſolution on the ſubject, reſolved to refer the in- 
timation of the French plenipotentiaries to the 
Diet. An event had occurred on the twenty-fixth 
January which contributed to increaſe their alarm. 
We allude to the ſurrender of Ehrenbreitftein, 
which the garriſon, confiſting of a body of the 
froops of Treves under Colonel Faber, evacuated 
dy capitulation, in conſequence of the want of pro- 
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viſions. On taking poſſeſſion of this fortreſs, the 
French commandant immediately put it in the 
beſt poſſible ſtate of defence, and revictualled it by 
enormous requiſitions chiefly impoſed on the tern. 
tory of Naſſau. Matters now approached to a cri. 
ſis, which was retarded only by the inclemency of 
the weather; the deputies in the Auſtrian intereſt 
ſucceſſively abandoned Raſtadt, the armies were in 
motion, and the din of war reſounded in every 
quarter, 


= Wee the Rice ef he en powers 
France, on the commencercent of hoſtilities, the firſt cir. 


cumſtance attracting our obſervation is the crimi- 
nal improvidence of the Directory. Inſtead of ren- 
dering ſucceſs certain by increaſing their armies to 
a number of troops equal to that of the enemy, 
they ſeem to have repoſed on the character of in- 
vincibility, which they proudly attached to the 
republican legions. The rebellions commotions 
in the Netherlands, increaſed by the enforcement 
of the laws of military conſcription, were not yet 
completely allayed, and required a confiderable bo- 
dy of forces. Theſe diſturbances, happening fo 
opportunely, might lead us to ſurmiſe, that they 
were in combination with the ſecret plans of Au- 
firia, which wiſely availed itſelf of every circum- 
ſtance, calculated to inſure future ſucceſs by obli- 
ging the enemy to withdraw a large proportion ef 
their troops from the frontiers. 


Tur expedition to Egypt, and the vaſt extent of 
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territory occupied-in Europe by the French, ne- 
ceſſarily weakened the effective force requiſite to 
oppoſe the Imperial armies. Continually agitated 
by ſome political efferveſcence, the republic was 
obliged to retain a vaſt body of troops in the inte- 
nor, while ſhe had tocovera trontier extending from 
the German Ocean to the Gulf of Venice. At the 
fame time the coaſt of Italy on both fides of the 
peninſula, and the whole extent of the French coaſt, 
were to be protected from the adventurous at- 
tempts of the enemy's fleets. General Jourdan 
had only about 50,000 men on the Rhine ; and 
that number, in caſe of offenfive operations, behov- 
ed to ſuffer a continual diminution, as it was ne- 
ceſſary to occupy ſeveral places in his progreſs, in 
order to ſecure his rear, and maintain a communi- 
cation with France. General Maſſena's ſtrength 
in Switzerland was equally defective, altho” that 
commander had to contend not only with a power- 
ful enemy along à widely extended line, but with 
the ſuſpected loyalty, or rather open diſaffeion, of 
a conſiderable part of the inhabitants. The army 
of General Scherer, who had been miniſter of war, 
but was now appointed commander-1in-chief in Ita- 
ly, did not, with the frontier garriſons, exceed 
60,060 men including French, Ciſalpines, Piedmon- 
teſe, Poles, and Helvetians. But what ſhews the 
inſenſate precipitation and negligence of the Di- 
rectory is, that none of the fortreſſes in that coun- 
try had nearly the proper complement of a garri- 
lon, and all were deſtitute of the neceſſary provi- 
ſions and magazines. This want of preparation 
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may, perhaps, bear teſtimony to the pacific diſpo- 
fition of the French government; but it diſgrace 
their policy, and evinces a culpable apathy as to 
the fafety of the republic, and the fate of their un- 
fortunate and too confiding allies. 


Ausrxia, on the contrary, had made immenſe 
exertions. Her alliance with Ruſſia and the Porte 
aſſured the ſecurity of her frontier line toward 
theſe countries; and by her internal tranquillity 
ſhe was enabled to direct all her military force a- 
gainſt France. The Emperor had aſſembled, if 
we may give credit to a circulated ſtatement, an 
army of about 1c0,c00 infantry and twenty-three 
regiments of cavalry under the Archduke on the 
Lech and in Bavaria, General Kray commanded 
another on the Adige, conſiſting of one 100,000 
infantry and fourteen regiments of cavalry, while 
ſtrong iatermediary corps occupied the Tyrol 
and the country of the Griſons. This contraft 
is honcurable to the prudence and fagacity of the 
cabinet of Vienna. For it was certainly a wiſer 
policy to ſecure victory by a ſuperiority of num- 
bers, than madly hazard it by ſending into the field 
an inferior force, and, with the moſt preſump- 
tuous pride, riſking the extinction of that blaze of 
military glory, which irradiated the annals ct 
the republic. 


Ox the firſt of March, at four in the morning; 
the French army under the command of General 


Raine. Jourdan paſſed the Rhine at Kehl, and extended 
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its right wing by Offenburg to the Briſgaw. At the 1799. 


ſame time he addreſſed to the people of Germany a 
proclamation, bearing the ſanction of the Directory, 
and declarative of the cauſes and object of hoſtilities.* 


_ — 


1 


* Is a ſimilar addreſs to his army, the General 
premiſed, that the Auſtrian troops, in contempt of a 
folema convention, had paſſed the ſtipulated line of de- 


marcation; and that the Emperor, deceiving the pacific 


diſpoſitions of the French government, had called into 
the heart of Germany armed ſtrangers, leſs known by 
their military fuccefs than their deſolating ravages. While, 
faid he, the French army, as ſcrupulous obſervers of the 
faith of treaties, remained behind their lines in a firm 
but peaceable attitude, his Imperial Majeſty dared” to con- 
cert hoſtile movements with his new allies, and under favour 
of a perfidious ſi lence availed himſelf of the advantages, 
which the inſuſpicion and ſecurity of France gave him. 
This manifeſt infraction of public faith, reſpected by all 
civilized nations, had at length compelled the Executive 
Directory to make repriſals : France had made every ef- 
fort to obtain peace; but if war were wiihed for, —{he 
would make it. If, in aſſuming the military poſition, to- 
wards which the army ad varced, oppoſition ſhould be given, 
or if the Emperor did not premptly and ſtrictly fulfil the 
exiſting convention, the republican troops were prepared 
for the conteſt. But faithful to the principles of modera- 
tion hitherto characteriſing the French nation, they would 
retire into their former lines, as ſoon as the republic ſhould 
receive the ſatisfaction ſhe had a right to expect. He cal- 
led on his ſoldiers to recollect in refuming their arms, that 
the ſcourge of war ought only to fall on the enemies of 
France. © Your glory, continued the General, will 
| 0 


March. 
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1799. In this proclamation the General ftated, that 


,—— the Imperial troops, notwithſtanding the mili- 
mation. tary convention at Raſtadt, had paſſed the Inn, 


and advanced beyond the boundaries of the here. 
ditary countries. This movement, he faid, was 
combined with the march of the Ruffians in the 


—_— 


be effaced, your laurels withered, and the wiſhes of your 
enemies fulfilled, if you ſhould be guilty of excesses. Your 
foes have employed ail their arts to arm the nations of Eu- 
rope againit the French people; let your conduct, there- 
fore, give the lie to all their infidious accuſations. Bear 
conſtantly in your remembrance, that the army muſt re- 
pect general and individual property, and that every 
diſorder will be reſtrained by force, and puniſhed with 
ſeverity.” He farther intimated to the ſuperior officers, 
that he held them perſonally reſponſible for the ſtrict exe- 
cution of theſe orders, and the maintenance of the moſt 
exact diſcipline. The Directory had ordered him to de- 
clare, that it was tkeir firm intention to reimburſe the peo- 
ple and governments, friendly to the republic, for what- 
ever might be furniſhed to ſupply the unforeſeen neceſſi- 
ties of the army. It was therefore requiſite, that there 
ihould be delivered, with the moſt ſcrupulous punctuality, 
certificates of what articles ſhould be required or furniſhed 
for the troops; and to prevent impoſitions, the General 
detailed the mode of doing fo, adding, that every infraction 
wenld be puniſhed with the utmoſt ſeverity. At the ſame 
time he expreſſed his hopes, that the inhabitants of Ger- 
many, in confequencc of theſe regulations, would diſregard 
re ports propagated by malevolence, and remain calm in the 
midit of the ſtorm, convinced that the beſt means of pre- 
ſerving their property would be to remain and in their 
habitations. 
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Auſtrian ſtates, who openly declared they came to 1599. 
attack the republic. The French government, e- 


yer faithful to the obligations it had impoſed on 
itſelf, animated with the defice of maintaining a 
fate of peace, and diſpoſed to aſcribe fimilar ſen- 
timents to the Emperor, had demanded a fatil- 
fatory declaration relative to the march of the 
Ruſſian troops, and the paſſage which had been 
granted them. His Imperial Majeſty, however, 
was filent. The Directory, therefore, felt them- 
{lves compelled by the neceſſity of ſelf-defence, 
and the obligation which every ftate is under to 
provide for its ſecurity, to order the French ar- 
mies to take ſuch pofitions as circumſtances might 
1equire. But at the ſame time they declared, that 
their deſire of peace was unchanged ; and the 
moment the Emperor ſhould make known, that 
the Ruſſians had evacuated his ſtates, and his 
troops reſumed the poſitions fixed by the conven- 
tion at Raſtadt, the French armies would return 
to the lines they had hitherto occupied. 


Tax French Legation, on the day the army 
eroſſed the Rhine, tranſmitted to the Deputation 
of the empire copies of Jourdan's proclamation 
and addreſs to his troops. In their note accom- 
panying theſe, the miniſters declared, that the 
march of the French army was only to be confi- 
dered as a meaſure of precaution impoſed by cir- 
cumftances, that the defire of peace was ſtill ar- 
dent and fincere on the part of the French govern- 
ment, and that they would proceed to conclude it 


1799- 
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with the empire, on condition the Germanic body 
would declare againſt the march of the Ruſſians. 
A note of a fimilar tenor was tranſmitted to the 
Imperial commiſſioner ; and the plenipotentianes, 
in like manner, communicated a proclamation by 
General Maſſena to the Grifons, which we will 
hereafter have occaſion to mention. 


Nor to interrupt the ſubſequent narrative of mi- 
litary operations, we will anticipate a meſſage of 


the Executive Directory to the two councils, which 


may be regarded as the manifeſto of the republic, 
In this meſſage they enumerated their complaints 
againſt Auſtria, and accuſed that power of infin- 
cerity and a determined ſpirit of hoſtility towards 
France. It was not forgotten they ſaid, that the 
republic, after five years of triumphs, and at the 
moment when the French armies were only thirty 
leagues from Vienna, had confented to ſuſpend 
the progreſs of her victories, and preferred the im- 
mediate eſtabliſiment of peace to the ſucceſs of 
a few more efforts. And it would be recollected, 
that when the treaty was publiſhed, the modera- 
tion of the conqueror appeared fo great that it 
ſeemed to ſtand in need cf an apology. Little, 
therefore, was it to have been expected, that a 
peace, in which power bad diſplayed ſuch indul- 
gence, and the liberal terms cf which ought to 
have ſtifled every ſentiment of regret, far from at- 
taining the ſtability to which it ſe:med deftined, 
ſhould be, from the firſt, cnly the deceitful pledge 
of an ephemeral reccncilation. Fquolly imprc- 
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bable was it that the infractions, which this peace 1799. 
was ſo ſoon to experience, ſhould proceed from a ——— 


ſtate, that had acquired ſuch ample compenſations 
by it. The Directory averred, that the republic 
had been conſtantly careful to fulfil every ſtipula- 
tion of a treaty, which accorded neither with her 
ſucceſs, nor with the legitimate vengeance ſhe 
might have taken for the plans of deſtruction form- 
ed againſt her. But Auſtria, inſtead of ſhewing 
herſelf ſatisfied with an adjuſtment that relieved 
her from the greateſt of dangers, appeared only ſtu- 


dious to fritter away, or entirely annul, a compact 
to which ſhe owed her ſalvation. 


Taz meſſage then retraced various circumſtan- 
ces, which marked the hoſtile conduct of the Im- 
perial cabinet. It ftated, that the execution of the 
treaties of Campo-Formio and the military conven- 
tion of Raſtadt, reſpecting the evacuation of Sua- 
bia and other parts of the Empire by both armies, 
was prompt and complete on the fide of the re- 
public; but, on the part of Auſtria, it had been 
deferred and eluded, and was not yet carried into 
effect. In Philipſburg, the Emperor ſtill preſerv- 
ed a garriſon and magazines, altho' pretexts were 
employed to cover them; and he continued to 
maintain troops in Ulm and Ingolſtadt. All the 
fortreſſes of Bavaria were at his diſpoſal, while the 
dutchy was occupied by an army of 100,0c0 Aul- 
trians, who, by theſe treaties and convention, 
ought to have retired beyond the Inn into the he- 
reditary ſtates, The Directory next charged the 


1799 Imperial cabinet with refuſing to re-eſtabliſh 
—— the intercourſe between the two governments, by 
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ſending a minifter to Paris ; and thereafter advert. 
ed to the miſſion of the ambaſſador Bernadotte to 
Vienna. They mentioned the cold reception he 
met with, the flagrant violation of the law of na. 
tions in his perſon, and the neglect of the Imperial 
court to inveſtigate and puniſh that outrage. On 
this point, they referred to the verſatility of Count 
Cobentzel in the conferences at Seltz, and his re. 
fuſal to give any ſatisfaction to the envoy-extraor- 
dinary of the republic, who was inſtructed, as to 
reparation for that infult, to be ſatisfied with a fim- 
ple diſavowal of it, and a declaration that endea- 
vours would be made to ſecure the guilty, 


Arrxx noticing the encouragement given by 
Auſtria to Naples and Piedmont, the Directory al- 
luded to the endeavours of the Imperial court to 
detach the cabinet of Berlin from its neutrality, 
their ſiniſter views in occupying the Griſon territo- 
ry, the miſhon of the Tuſcan minifter Manfredini 
to Vienna, the Grand-Duke's preparations for war, 
and his connections with Naples. They called the 
attention of the councils to the march of the Ruf- 
ſians into Germany, and the reception given them 
by his Imperial Majeſty, who went in perſon to 
meet them, accepted their congratulations, and 
thus aſſociated himſelf to the hoſtile defigns they 
avowed. Struck with the ſcandal of ſuch a con- 
duct, and certain that the Ruſſians were to pals 
from the Auſtrian territory into that of the Em · 
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pire, the Directory. ſtill repreſſing the firſt impulſe 1799. 
of the national pride, contented themſelves with —” 
Germanic body. The Emperor was filent, and his 
plenipotentiary even affected to deny, that he had 
received the note of the French miniſters ; whale 
the Deputation referred the matter to the Diet 
and the Diet to the Empire. Meantime the 
Ruſſians continued their march, and after traver- 
fing Moravia and Auftria, approached Bavaria. 
In this foreign invaſion, the amicable repreſen- 
tations of the French republic were as little re- 
garded, as the intereſt of Germany. But the 
moment was now arrived in which the French 


government could no longer temporiſe, and hold a 
language, which might compromiſe the national 
dignity and the fafety of the ſtate. Thus forced 
to regard the filence of the Emperor as a hoftile mea- 
ſure, they were likewiſe inſtructed, that the Auftri- 
an troops had already made aggreſſive movements 
in Bavaria towards Suabia. The Directory, there- 
fore, renouncing with regret the hope of main- 
taining peace in Germany, but ftill diſpoſed 
to liſten to ſuitable propoſitions for a new and 
complete reconciliation, informed the legiſla- 
tive body, that ſuch meaſures had been already ta- 
ken, as were deemed neceffary for the defence of 
the republic. After ſome paſſionate expreſſions 
againſt the conduct of Ruſſia and England, they 
concluded with propoſing to declare war againſt 
his Imperial Majeſty and the Grand-Duke of Tuſ- 
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1799. any; ameaſure in which the Councils acquieſced 
—— Without hefitation.* 


Move- 


ON the morning of the third, diſpatches from 


— Raſtadt reached the Archduke Charles who had 


Duke's 
army. 


; 


fixed his head-quarters at Friedberg behind the 
Lech, informing him of the paſſage of the Rhine 
by the French. In conſequence of this intelli. 
gence he directed his van-guard, that occupied 
cantonments between Ulm and Augſburg, to ad- 
vance to the former city by forced marches. At 
the ſame time he publiſhed an addreſs to the ge- 
nerals of the Auftrian armies and armies of the em- 
pire, and, on the following day, a manifeſto by his 
Imperial Majeſty. Prince Charles began his ad- 
dreſs with mentioning, that the movement made 
by the French army, on the firſt of the month, to 
advance from the poſitions it had till then occupi- 
ed, induced him to offer a ſhort review of the poli- 


_ tical events, which had occurred during the preced- 


ing year. Scarcely, faid he, were the moiſt folemn 
treaties concluded between the Emperor and the 


empire on the one part, and France on the other, 


when the French government began to evince 
an intention to take advantage, with the moſt 
manifeſt * injuſtice, of the retreat of the armies 
into. the military poſitions, which the Impe- 
rial troops, relying on the ſecuriry of public 
fanth, had afiumed. The peaceable inhabitants 
of Switzerland were ſubjugated, and the moſt 


— 


* See Appendix, No, III. 
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no other reply was made on the part of France, 
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violent means adopted by France to change 
that country into a flaviſh ally, and to eftabliſh her- 
ſelf on the flank of Germany. In oppoſition to 
the moſt preciſe agreements, they refuſed to per- 
mit a ſupply of proviſions to enter Ehrenbreitſtein. 
They blockaded that fortreſs, and without any 
reſpect for the rights of nations and the indigna- 
tion of Europe, devoted the brave garriſon, and the 
quiet and inoffenfive people of the Thal, to the mi- 
ſenes of famine z and what remained of the garri- 
ſon, thus ſtarved into a ſurrender, were compelled 


to evacuate the place. At the moment they were 


committing ſuch acts of atrocity, unheard of in the 
hiſtory of the world; at the moment they con- 
tinued to levy contributions, and impoſe requi- 
fitions on the right bank of the Rhine; and at the 
moment when the tone of the French plenipoten- 
tarĩes at Raſtadt became every day more imperi- 
ous, and theſe miniſters accumulated new preten- 
lions in a manner injurious to the German nation, 
they did not heſitate to demand, if his Imperial 
Majefty was diſpoſed to prepare any reſiſtance to 
future acts of a ſimilar nature? When it was an- 


ſwered, If hoſtilities were put an end to by the 
French,---if Ehrenbreitſtein were evacuated,---it 


the French army retreated from the right bank. 
f the French troops in Switzerland, who threat- 
ened Germany, were withdrawn,---and if a reaſon- 
able peace, founded on the rights and not on the 
lavery of the empire, were concluded at Raftadt,” 


than that it was hoped the Diet would agree 
* 
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to fuch a reſolution as ſhe might defire. This 
conduct implied in other terms, that the Frenen 
ſhould be ſuffered to continue at their pleaſure ach 
of hoſtility, which the Germans, and all other nation 
were to confider as amicable and pacific. To 
that diplomatic reply had now been ſuperadded the 
declaration of the General of the French army, ſta. 
ting, that it was thought proper they ſhould prepare 
themſelves by taking advantageous military poſi 
tions : probably to enable them, when ſufficiently 
prepared, to fall with their combined force on Ger. 
many, to extend in the firſt inſtance the Helvetic 
republic as far as the Danube, to make that river 
and the Lech its limits, and even to penetrate ſtil 
more forward. It was, therefore, neceflary to a. 
dopt fuch prudential meafures of defence, as a te- 
gard for the ſecurity and tranquillity of Germany 


Tux manifeſto or proclamation of his Imperial 
Majeſty was of a fimilar tenor with the preceding 
addreſs, It complained of encroachments of the 
French troops on the right bank of the Rhine and 
other boundaries of the Auſtrian ftates, and alio of 
the compulfury ſurrender of Ehrenbreitſtein by 
blockade during a ceſſation of hoſtilities, and not- 
withſtanding a military convention. Theſe hol 
tile acts, combined with the conſcription of two 
hundred thouſand men in France and the power- 
ful levies made in Switzerland, afforded ſuffici- 
ent reaſon to be apprehenſive of their views, and 
rendered it neceſſary for his Imperial Majeſty to 
adopt meaſures of ſecurity. Ever accuſtomed ſcru- 
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pulouſly to fulfil his engagements, he had been 
defirous of maintaining peace with a moderation, 
under all circumſtances, fo firikingly reaſonable 
and manifeſt, that it was impoſſible the French go- 
vernment could have the ſmalleſt ground for ſup- 
poſing a contrary diſpoſition. But the reſtleſs and 
increaſing attempts of the republic had rendered it 
every day more neceſſary to conſult meaſures cal- 
culated to enſure tranquillity. His Majeſty there- 
fore was unavoidably placed in a fituation, which 
obliged him to extend his preparations for general 
ſafety in proportion to the efforts of France, and al - 
fo to order his troops to advance beyond thoſe pla- 
ces, where they had hitherto remained in a peace- 
able ſtate. To the adoption cf theſe ſteps of pre- 
caution he had been led, not leſs by a confidera- 
tion of the danger which threatened the greateſt 
part of the empire, than by a regard to the fecuri- 
ty of Iis own hereditary dominions. He could, 
therefore, entertain no doubt, but prompt meaſures 
would be taken by all the well-diſpoſed co-eftates 
of the empire, and ſuch as wiſhed to promote its 
welfare, for the general ſafety and defence of the 
froatiers ; and that they would ſanction with their 


approbation the means he employed for the pro- 
tection, not only of his hereditary ſtates, but of 


the whole empire. 


Wai x the belligerent powersthusmutuallychar- 
gedeach other with the renewal of hoſtilities, Jour- 
dan continued his march by Offenburg and Vil- 
lengen, the left wing under General St Cyr advan- 
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2229. cing by Stutgard, and the centre and right 


Engage- 
ment at 
Oſtrac h. 


ſtretching towards Switzerland. A corps of ob- 
ſervation under General Bernadotte paſſed the 
Rhine hear Manheim, and after taking poſſeſſion 
of that place, blockaded Philipſburg. Jourdan'; 
intention was to advance rapidly into Suabia, ſo 
that, while his left gained Ulm, the centre and 
right, by inclining to the lake of Conſtance, might 
cover the left flank of the army of Helvetia, 
and thus form a ſolid cordon extending to the fron- 
tiers of the Griſons. Meantime the Archduke, ha- 
ving croſſed the Lech on the fourth and fifth, haſ. 
tened forward by forced marches, his right in the 
direction of Ulm, the centre by Memmingen, and 
the left by Kempten. This wing. preſerved hy 
communication with the corps of General Hotze, 
whoſe head-quarters were eſtabliſhed at Feldkirch, 
and who again maintained an intercourſe with 
General Auffenberg occupying the country of the 
Griſons. 


Ox the tenth, Jourdan took poſſeſſion of the 
lines of Uberlingen extending to Moeſkirch, Sig- 
maringen, and. as far as Veringen ; while Prince 
Charles occupied the oppoſite line of Lindau, Ra- 
venſburg, Biberach, and Ulm. The two armies 
now cautioufly approaching each other, the French 
general, after driving in the Imperial ad vanced 


poſts, and ſome warm ſkirmiſhes, took a poſition on 


the heights of Oftrach and Mengen. At the ſame 
time, the right wing under Ferino penetrated by 
the lake of Conſtance, and obliged Major- Generi 
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Piazcheck to fall back to Ravenſburg. In pro- 1799 


portion as the enemy advanced, the Archduke's 
main army accelerated its progreſs, and on the 
Altſhauſen, where it encamped at the diſtance of 
one day's march from the French. On the ſame 
day a republican corps defeated the Auftrian van- 
guard; but the latter, having received reinforce- 
ments, obliged the French to retire who had ad- 


_ vapced as far as Holtzkirchen. 


Pzincs Charles, well acquainted with the uſu- 
al impetuofity of his opponent, reſolved to anti- 
cipate him by an immediate attack. Accordingly 
on the twenty-firſt, having ranged the column on 
the right, under the Prince of Furſtenberg, along 
the Danube in the line of Mengen, and in the rear 
of the advanced-guard commanded by General 
Nauendorff, he directed the left column of his 
right wing under General Wallis to march from 
Altſhauſen towards Oftrach, whulit he himſelf with 
the centre proceeded to that place from Saulgau. 
Having fortunately ſucceeded in concentrating 
his main force at one point he attacked with 
fury the French centre, which was driven 
from its poſition after an obſtinate reſiſtance. Jour- 
dan retreated to Pfullendorff, where he occupied 
an advantageous ftation, but during the night fell 
back beyond Stockach, and encamped on the 
heights of Aach. The loſs of the Imperialiſts muſt 
have been conſiderable, as the attack on the 
ſtrong potition of Oſtrach was extremely difficult 
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1799. from the nature of the ground, being either eleva. 


—— tions or marſhy. In the French official details this 


important action is ſuperficially noticed; but the 
Vienna gazette calculates the enemy's leſs at five 
thouſand men, and that of the Auſtrians at two 
thouſand one hundred and fixty killed andwounded. 
The primary cauſe of the infucceſs of Jourdan's 
eentre has been aſcribed to a deferter's having com- 
municated the watch-word to the enemy, who, 
profiting of this cireumſtance and a heavy fog, ſur- 
priſed in great force the French advanced-guard. 
Such an incident is certainly not uncommon in 
warfare ; but the paucity of their numbers left 
the French army no. hopes of ultimate ſucceſs, and 
the maſterly ſkill of Prince Charles, in bringing his 
forces to bear on one point, rendered victory cer- 
tam. 


MzanwriLEt General Ferino on the right attack. 
ed and defeated the Auſtrian left near Uberlingen, 
and, advancing with his diviſion and that of Gene- 
ral Souham, puſhed forward his light troops in the 
direction of Bregentz. This progreſs obliged Ge- 
neral Hotze to haften to that place with a detach- 
ment of twelve thouſand men. But the Archduke's 
ſucceſs at Oftrach, rendering his aſſiſtance unne- 
ceflary, he returned to Feldkirch, where General Jel- 
lachich who commanded in his abſence, had ſucceed- 
ed, with the aid of the Tyroleſe levy of peaſants, in 
repulſing an attack of the enemy. The retrogreſ- 
ſion of the centre obliging both wings to fall back, 
the left under St. Cyr took a poſition between Sig- 
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maringen and Tutlingen ; and this General on 
the twenty-third drove back with his cavalry a 
1 yo 
cipitately as far as Hohen- Thengen. 


Jouaban now concentrated his main body near 


tingen, and Ferino's diviſion was poſted at Singen. 
He reſolved to attack the Imperialiſts on the twen- 
ty-fifth, and with this view diſpatched two divi- 
fions from Engen to Liptingen to ſecond General 
St. Cyr, who was to bear down on the Auſtrian 
right, and, if poſſible, gain their rear ſo as to cut 


was intended to be the chief point of attack. To 
conceal his motions, and draw the attention of the 
Archduke to the French right, Jourdan directed Fe- 
rino's diviſion and the brigade of Ruby to attack 
Prince Schwartzenberg at Shiflingen, and five or 
fix battalions to aſfault the village of Aach, and en- 
deavour to gain the defile at that place. The 
French left drove from their ground the Auſtrian 
right under che Count de Meerfeldt and General 
Wallis, purſued them into a wood between Liptin- 
zen and Stockach, and ſtill following with rapidi- 
ty imMlled them in a few hours beyond its extre- 
mity, although it extends three miles in length. 
At the ſame time the Imperial van under Geye- 
ral Nauendorff was compelled to retire to the 
heights of Nullenberg, and Prince Schwartzen- 
berg to fall back on the left wing. In this dilem- 


Engen, while the left under St. Cyr occupied Lip- * 
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1799. ma Prince Charles repaired to the left; and having 
— given the command of it to Lieutenant-General 


Stacder, haſtened in perſon to repair the diſaſters 
of the right. Staeder inftantly detached a corps to 
aſſiſt General Nauendorff in defending the height; 
as the centre of the Archduke's pofition, or, it it 
became neceffary to reinforce the right wing, to 
preſerve the communications, and approach it in 
that direction. 


GentraL Wallis on the right ordered General Pe. | 


traſch to poſt two battalions of infantry on the 
heights of Zizenhangen in order to cover his right 
flank, and make head againſt the French troops, 
who, after clearing the wood in front, were rapidly 
advancing. But this operation was particularly 
unfortunate ; the Princes of Furſtenberg and An- 
halt-Bernberg were killed, and ſeveral other gene- 
rals and officers of rank dangerouſly wounded. 
The affailants were the choiceſt troops of the French 
army, and bore down all before them with irreſiſti- 
ble impetuoſity. Night now approached, and Jour- 
dan's numbers did not aythoriſe him to proſecute 
his advantage. The French left, therefore, gradu- 
ally retired to their former poſition at Liptin- 
gen, towards which the diviſion of Gene al Van- 
damme defiled, who had advanced in the direction 
of.Moeſkirch as if with an intent to turn the Auftri- 
an right. On the left wing, General Stacder's ſitu- 
ation was extremely critical. His light infantry 
were compelled to abandon the village of Leuzin- 
gen ; and notwithſtanding the advantage of poſi- 
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tion, no reſiſtance could have prevented the ene- 1999. 
my from obtaining poſſeſſion of the heights th 


Nellenberg, now become iſolated, if the darkneſs 
had not interrupted all further attempts. 


Taus terminated this memorable battle; and 
when it is conſidered, that the Auftrian army 
muſtered about fixty thouſand ſtrong, while 
General Jourdan's force amounted only to for- 
ty or forty-five thouſand men, prejudice muſt 
acknowledge the reſolute ſpirit of the commander, 
and the diſtinguiſhed valour of his troops. But al- 
though he flept on the field of battle, the inferio- 
rity of his numbers, and the loſs he had ſuſtain- 
ed, left no other alternative than retreat. With 
that intent, and to check the purſuit of the enemy, 
he directed ſome partial attacks to be made on the 
Auſtrian left, after which he retired by Neuſtadt, 
Hornberg, and Freudenftadt, without experien- 
cing any ſerious interruption. The Archduke cal- 
culates the French loſs at five thouſand men, of 
whom two thouſand were priſoners; and his own at 
three thous and killed, wounded, and miſſing. This 
number, on making allowance for a pardonable in- 
clination to diminiſh his own loſs, and exaggerate 
that of the enemy, evinces, when combined with 
the language of his difpatches, the diſaſtrous 
iſſue of the battle. General Jourdan ſtates the loſ⸗ 

of the Imperialifts at four thouſand priſ;ners, bu: 

does not mention his own. Prince Maurice of 

of Lichtenſtein was killed, and Genta Rleerfeld: 
wounded. 


Q 


1799- 
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Arrno' aware that it is eafier to diſcover faults - 
after commiſſion, than to prevent their occurrence 


onthe by a provident forefight, we truſt it will not be 
Vi deemed preſumptuous or obtruſive to hazard a few 


remarks on the preceding military operations in 
Germany. The Executive Directory, by order- 
ing the army of the Danube to advance from Kehl 
thro' Suabia, appear to have committed an impor- 
tant error. Long ago ſatisfied of the impoſſibi- 
lity of avoiding hoſtilities, they had it in their 
power to have collected the maſs of their forces in 
the north-eaſtern point of Switzerland ; by which 
means the troops would have eſcaped a difficult 
march over rugged mountains, and thio' dange- 
rous defiles and woods almoſt impervious. Twen 


ty dayselapſed after commencing operations, be- 


fore the hoſtile armies encountered at Oſtrach. 


But, by approaching from Schaffhauſen and Con- 
ſtance, Jourdan might, in a few days, have advan- 
ced to the Iller without interruption, as there was 
no Auſtrian corps in his rear, and the Archduke 
required ſeventeen days to reach Saulgau. While 
the French left occupied Ulm at the confluence of 
that river with the Danube, and the centre ftretch- 
ed along its banks to Kempten, the right would 
have been in a ſituation to have operated with de- 
cifive effect againſt General Hotze's poſt at Feld- 


kirch, and opened a communication with Maſſe- 


na's left. At the ſame time, Jourdan, by antici- 
pating his opponent, would have had a large river 
in his front, and thereby compenſated for the infe- 
riority of his numbers. The felicity of this po- 
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fition would, at leaft, have enabled him to oppoſe a 1799. 
more formidable reſiſtance to the operations of the 


— 


Taz French army, by debouching between the 
Danube and the northern extremity of the Lake of 
Conftance, had to extend, and conſequently weak- 
en, their line in proportion to their progreſs. The 
right had not only to contend with the Auſtrian 
left, but at the ſame time to watch the motions of 
Hotze, who advanced with a ftrong detachment, 
and threatened their flank and rear. The French 
general could, therefore, bring his centre and left 
only to act againſt the main army of Prince Charles, 
who readily foreſaw, that a fortunate effort by his 
collected forces againſt the Freneh centre was, in 
a manner, penetrating to the vitals of the enemy. 
The plan ot his Royal Highneſs was formed with 
judgment, and crowned with fucceſs. Jourdan 
had, in fact, reached the fartheſt poſſible point of 
his progreſs: for, ſuppoſing that he had anticipa- 
ted the Archduke, and by concentrating his two 
divifions made a ſucceſsful attack on the centre 
of the Imperialiſts, he would neceffarily have left 
their wings in his rear. In this ſituation, retreat 
maſt have been barely practicable, conſidering 
his inferior numbers: and thus, in every point 
of view, his final defeat was unavoidable. 


Pamec Charles had it now in his choice ei- 
ther to advance in purſuit of Jourdan towards 
or, by turning to Switzerland, croſs the 
Rhine, and fall on the left wing of General Maſſe- 
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1799. na. To provide againſt either of theſe operations 
. Jourdan had directed his right under Ferino to pak 
the river at Schaffhauſen, break down the bridges 
and occupy the left bank. By this manceuvre Fe. 
rino was able to haraſs his Royal Highneſs in flank 
and rear in caſe he ſhould imprudently advance to 
the Briſgaw, or to cover. Maſſena and retard the 
progreſs of the Imperialiſts, until new meaſures 
2 


Bragg 


Operation TA proclamation, which General Maſſena ad- 
2 dreſſed to the Griſons on the fixth, was fimilar to 

ter that iſſued by Jourdan on entering Germany, with 
ſuch modifications as local circumſtances pro- 
duced. On the ſame day, he attacked, in ſeveral 
points, the Auſtrian troops poſted in that country; 
and after an obſtinate action, his main body got 
poſſeſſion of Lucienſteig. "This fort, ſituated at the 
extremity of a paſs formed out of a rock along the 
channel of the Rhine, is the only communication 
through the Rhetian Alps between the Voralberg 
and the Grifons. Maſſena, following up his ſuc- 
cels with rapidity, entirely routed the Imperialiſts, 
took their commander-in-chief General Auffenberg 
and upwards of three thouſand of his men priſon- 
ers, and entered Coire. On the right of the 
centre, General Demont made himſelf maſter 
of Reichenau, and the bridges over the Rhine; 
while General Audinot on the left defeated 
the enemy, and captured ſeveral pieces of can- 
non and fifteen hundred priſoners. During theſe 
operations, a French corps amuſed General Hotze 
in the Voralberg with a feigned attack, which how 


- 
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erer was ſo vigorous, that Hotze was able to pre- 1199- 


ſerve his main poſition at Feldkirch only in con- 
ſequence of a powerful reinforcement from the 
Archduke. The Imperialiſts complained of the in- 
effetual aid they received from the Griſons; and 
we are informed by the Vienna Gazette, that altho' 
the tocſin had founded for ſeveral hours, only fix- 
ty men of the levy of peaſants appeared in arms ; 
but it does not mention, whether this backward- 
—___—___ 


Taz French now entered the valley of Engadin, 
where three thouſand fix hundred Auſtrians were 
taken priſoners, and General Laudohn their com- 
mander eſcaped only by flight. Thus in a few 
days the Griſon country was cleared of the Impe- 
naliſts, who, in a ſeries of unfortunate engage- 
ments, had loſt upwards of ten thouſand men in 
killed and priſoners, beſides thirty-ſix pieces of can- 
non and all tneir magazines. The difficulties of 
the country happily preſented innumerable points 
af defence, and Laudohn, although defeated, was 
fall able to occupy the defiles leading into the Ty- 
rol. General Lecourbe's diviſion penetrated as far 
as St. Martinsbruck and Finftermuntz in the 
Lower Engadin, after leaving a ſmall corps at Zer- 
netz to communicate with a French detachment 
from the Valteline, who were expected at St. 
On tlie fifteenth General Laudohn made a ſpi- 
nted attack, in three points, at Zernetz, Schultz, 
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and Martinſbruck. In that at Schultz, he ſurpriſed 


— aud captured the French General Mainoni and his 


deiachment ; but in the other two attacks he did 
not experience the ſame ſucceſs. This good for- 
tune ſeems to have rendered the Imperialifts in. 
confiderately daring ; for in a ſubſequent engage- 
ment, they were completely routed with great 
loſs. General Lecourbe proſecuted his advantage 
by attacking St. Martinſbruck and Finſtermunt:, 
while a divifion of the army of Italy under General 
Deſolles advanced againft Glurentz. Both opera- 
tions ſucceeded, and the Auftrians, on the twenty- 
fifth, ſuſtained another defeat, with the loſs of 
twenty-ſeven pieces of cannon, eleven hundred 
men killed and wounded, and about ſeven thou- 
land taken priſoners, if we may confide in Genenl 
Mafſena's diſpatches. 4 


Tuxsx victories ſpread conſternation in the Ty- 
rol, and proclamations were iſſued by the governot 
at Inſpruck, and other agents of government, cal- 
ling on the people to riſe immediately en maſſe, 33 


it required the moſt prompt and energetic mea- # 


ſures to oppoſe the further progreſs of the enemy. 
Marſhal Bellegarde, the Commander-in-chief, aſ- 
ſembled all his forces, and on the thirty-firſt attack- 
ed with great intrepidity the intrenchments of Ge- 
neral Deſolles, when a moſt deſperate engagement 
enſued, in which ſeveral Auſtrian officers of merit 


were killed. The French, however, were finally o- 


bliged to fall back to Ternetz, after making a ſtand 
at Tauffers and Munſter ; but the Auſtrians having 
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ventured to attack Ternitz were repulſed in their 1499. 
turn. — 


By the inſucceſs of Jourdan, General Maſſe- 
was in momentary danger of an attempt by the 
Archduke on one fide, while the Auſtrian corps 
under General Hotze at Feldkirch, being ftrongly 
reinforced from the main army, was in a condition 
to act with effect. Popular commotions began to 
break out in different parts of Switzerland, par- 
ticularly in the ſmall cantons of Un and Glarus. 
The meaſuresadopted by the Helvetic Directory to 
recruit their army, tended to increaſe theſe diſtur- 
bances, while the friends of Auſtria in that coun- 
try acquired additional boldneſs on every advan- 
therefore, conſtrained to retire his troops from the 
Tyrolean frontier, and, by concentrating his forces, 


Bxronx entering Switzerland, the Archduke iſſu- Archduke's 
ed a proclamation to the inhabitants. It was, he tien da dle 
faid, in conſequence of the two victories obtained 
over the French army, that the troops under his 
command had entered the Helvetic territory not 
to wage war againſt the well affected natives, but 
to purſue the common enemy, againſt whom the 
Swiſs themſelves had fo bravely fought for liberty 
and independence. Superior force alone had re- 
duced the inhabitants to the wretched fituation, 
in which they were now placed, and with which 
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they bad already fo openly avowed their diſcon. 
rent. Among other pretences employed to recon 
cile them to their preſent ſtate of dependence and 
ſubjection, it had been repreſented as the object of 
the Imperial court to make their territories the ſub- 
ject of partition. Efforts had been made to alarm 
them with the apprehenficn, that the Auſtrian 
army threatened them with ſubjugation and plun- 
der. For theſe reaſons he felt himſelf called on 
folemnly to make known to the whole nation, that 
it was the purpoſe of his Imperial Majeſty to regu- 
late himſelf by the affurances of conſtant friend- 
ſhip and neighbourly regard, which their High 
Mightineſſes of the Swiſs confederacy had experr 
enced on every occaſion ; and to preſerve with 
them .the amicable relations, which had hitherto 
ſubfifted. The Emperor had no other object in 
view than to enter upon negociations, by which 
the Swiſs might be ſecured in their national inde- 
pendence, freedom, privileges, and poſſeſſiom 
His Royal Highneſs therefore expected, that the 
troops under his command, who had entered the 
Helvetic territories from the pureft motives, would, 
on this arduous and preſſing occafion, be ſupported 
by all thoſe who had a regard for the intereſt of 
their country. He farther hoped, that the people 
of Switzerland would abſtain from every meaſure 
by which the evils of war might be increaſed. A- 
mong the various advantages ſuch a conduct would 
confer, it would not be the leaft confiderable, that 
the regulations, imposed with hoſtile views and 
by violent interference, would be aboliſhed, and 
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the former relations, with regard to commerci- 1799. 
FF — 
re-eſtabliſhed. 

An Auen enge wider General Stzarry, — 
ſtined to watch the operations of Bernadotte in the 
Neckerau, had ſlowly approached in the direction 
of Heilbron. They now ventured to puſh forward 
their advanced poſts in order to create an alarm on 
the flank of General St. Cyr, who was retiring 
by Dornſtedt, and followed by a detachment from 
the Archduke's main army. But neither party 
had ſufficient ftrength in this quartet to under- 
take any conſequential operation ; and it is unne- 
ceſſary toenumerate a variety of movementsand un- 
important ſkirmiſhes, which are ever attended with 
. 


Ir is difficult to affign a reaſon for the ſubſe- 
quent inactivity of Prince Charles. But from 
whatever cauſe it may have originated, his ne- 
ect to proſecute the ſucceſs which he had obtain-. 
ed, enabled General Maſſena to diffipate the alarm 
occafioned by the rout of the French army, and 
to concert meaſures of defence. This command- 
er, after arranging. his poſitions along the line to 
the ſouth of the lake of Conftance, haſtened to the 
Rhine. Having been inveſted by the French go- 
verment with the additional command of the army 
of the Danube, he directed a confiderable reuiforce- 
ment to advance by Baſle, in order to ſtrengthen 
his left wing now converted into a front. His 

R 
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Tuſcanyoc- 
the Freach: 


tho fixteenth of March, Fresch troops had been 
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fectual, and form a ſtriking contraſt with the tardy 
movements of his opponent. It is futile to aſcribe 
the Archduke's procraſtination to a temporary in- 
diſpoſition. Such an affertion could tend only to 
infinuate incapacity on the part of the ſuperior of. 


* ficers of his army, whoſe repytation in arms repel 


the imputation. A few days were ſufficient to 
concert future operations with the commanders of 
the Imperial cordon ; and the only rational cauſes 
that can be aſſigned for delay, were the ſhock bia 
army had ſuſtained in the battle of Stockach, and 
the phyſical inability of Auſtria alone to contend 
with France. It was not until the twenty-ſecond 
of May, two months after the battle, that he at- 
tempted to croſs the Rhine into Switzerland. The 
temporary and hard-earned ſucceſs he obtained 
there, ſo far from promiſing a fortunate iſſue, de- 
monſtrated the internal debility of his army, and 
may be regarded as the prelude of ſubſequent dil- 
aſters. We will avail ourſelyes of this pauſe in 
hoſtilities on the Rhine, in order to relate the mir 
licary occurrences in Italy. 


Tux Grand-Duke of Tyſcany refigned his ſcep- 
tre without attempting an uſeleſs oppoſition. Since 


conſtantly marching to Lucea; and his Royal 


Highneſs received pcſitive information from his 


miniſter at Milan, that France had finally determi- 
ped on the conqueſt of Tuſcany, and that ten 


thouſand men were aſſe mbled urder Genes 
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Vignole at Bologna to carry that meaſure into ef- 1799. 
tionable authorities, threw the court into the great- 
eſt conſternation ; and ſeveral perſoms of diffinc- 


| tion fled in various directions with their moſt valu- 


able effects. The Marquis of Manfredini, the Grand- 
Duke's miniſter, repaired to General Scherer's head- 
quarters with an intent to open = negotiation, but 
his miffion was fruitleſs. On the twenty-fifth a 
Freneh detachment of three thaufand men arrived 
at Florence, and occupied the principal poſts, the 
Tuſcan troops who guarded them laying down 
intimated to his Royal Highneſs to leave the city 
with his family in the enſhing night, and at the 
ſame time gave notice, that in cafe of refuſal force 
would be employed. The Grand-Duke according- 
ly ſet out for Venice, and next day a municipality 
was nominated, of which Profeſſor Fontana was 


Alx theſe innovations s were effeted without any 


refiſtance on the part of the inhabitants. ® His Roy- 
al Highneſs bad iſſued a proclarcation on the mor- 


" : _— . . 


"On 


- 


. 
— — —_ 


AM 


Tun French commiſfionet Rheinkard, x man of con- 
cilajing and tumane manners, and fince (we believe} mi- 
niſter for foreign affairs in France, directed, chat all pers 
ſons, attached to the perfonal ſervice of the Duke and his 
family, I receive, excluſive of the arzears due to 
them, an additioust moath's ſalary, and that thoſe who 
vere infirm ſhould be intitled to penfion. -— 


troops entered Florence, the people reſpectel 


penalty of incurring the 
they were liable by the laws 
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ning of the twenty-fifth, declaring that he would re. 
gard it as a proof of the fidelity, attachment, and 
affeftion of his ſubjects, if, at the time the French 


ſought them to abſtain from all act that might | 
give occaſion to any kind of complaint ; and add- 
ed, that this prudent conduct would ſecure to 
them new claims to his eſteem. Such was the paren- 
a reſiſtance, that behoved to prove injurious only 
to the Tuſcans. 2 


On the twenty fourth of the ſame month, a'corps 
of French troops under General Miollis took pci- 
ſeſſion of Leghorn, after diſarming the Tuſcan fol- 
diers. - The General ordered all the French emi- 
grants to depart, within a ſpecified time, under the 
puniſhment, to which 
of the republic. Moſt 


fiſcated, and all contracts of ſale, mage in the courſe 
of the preceding fifteen days, were annulled. 


Two cauſes contributed to retard the commence- 
ment of hoſtilities between the French and Auſtri- 
ans in the north of Italy. The republican army 
was comparatively feeble ; and the Emperor wiſb- 
ed that the Ruſſians, deſtined to reinforce his troops 


ö 
- 
3 
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doable tete de peut defended by artillery. 


| — twenty Gxth,GeneralSche- — 
rer, in three diviſions, attacked the Imperialiſts . 
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as neatly as poſſible, the ſcene of action, ſo as to re- 1799. 
trieve a diſafter, or decifively confirm ſucceſs. The — 


Imperial army firetched along the left bank of 
the Adige, and occupied in force the tract of coun- 
try between that rives and the Lake of Garda. As 
the movements of the enemy intimated an ap- 
proaching attack, General Kray ftrengthened the 
poſt of Legnago from his camp at Bevilaqua. Ge- 
neral Kaim, who commanded the right wing, was 
firongly reinforced, intelligence having been re- 
ceived that the French were, concentrating their 
troops near Villa Franca and Caftel-Nuovo. Si- 
lar precautions were adopted at Verona; and 
where the ground, admitted, particularly en the 


| right, the poſition was farther ftrengthened by in- 


trenchments. . In order to facilitate the retreat of 
the right, and alſo. to preſerye = communication 
with the left bank of the Adige, two bridges of 
boats were thrown over that river, cach having a 


poſted between the Lake of Garda and the Adige, 
while two other divifions advanced againſt Verona, 
and a fixth attracted the attention ef the Auſtrian 
troops poſted at Legnago. The two divifions un- 
der Generals Victor and Grenier, deſtined to act 
againſt Verona, attacked with impetuoſity the 
poſts of St. Lucia and St. Maſſimo, the central 
points of this part of the Auſtrian pofition. About 
four o'clock, General Liptay, who commanded at 
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1299. St. Lucia was wounded, as was alſo foon afterwards 
— the General next in command, and the poſt carried. 


The republican troops made feven fſucceffive ar. 
tacks on the poſt of St. Maſſimo, carried it feven 
times, and were latterly obliged to abandon it en 
the approach of night. The diviſfions on the left 


carried the Auftrian redoubts in front, while Ce 


neral Servunict's detachment, feconded by the flo. 
til on che like,” cleared: the! adjacent heights, 
At Legnago, both fider fooght with fury; and it 
required every exettion of General Kray in perſon 
to arreſt the progreſs of the enemy. The country, 
being interſected by canals, was happily favourable | 
for defenfive operations. Aﬀer a fanguinary con- 
teſt during eighteen hours, night rerminated the 


ſtruggle, and the hoſtile armies refumed their for. 


mer poſitions. Scherer ftates the lofs of the Impe- 
rialiſts at three thoufand killed, and four thouſand 
raken priſoners. The Vienna Gazette afferts in 
general terms, that the loſs of the enemy could not 
be eftimated at leſs than from eight to ten thou - 
fand men. General Laim, the French General 
Defmas, and ſeveral ſuperior officers on both fides, 


were wounded. 


Wen e dated a ths 
twenty-fizth,. General Scherer made another at- 
of Serrurier, and part of that of Victor, to endes- 
vour to gain poſſeſſion of the heights behind Vero- 
na; and after paſſing the Adige at Roneo, and turn- 


ing the eneray's right wing, oblige them to retreat xygg, 


in driving in all the Auſtrian advanced-poſts ;. but 
they had to encounter. Senſible of the impracti- 
ceadility of effeQting his object with ſo ſmall a force, 
the French general prepared to retire. The Lmperial- 
its, however, having collected all their troops, inter 
cepted, by a ſucceſsful manceyvre, the retreat of 
part of the French detachment, and took about 
no effort to ſecond this operation of Serrurier by a 
powerful diverſion, or to ſuccour his troops when 
ſacnficed the lives of men, whoſe bravery funk un- 
der the incumbent. weight of numbers. - 


Arrm this check the French deſcended the A- ne of 


the Tartaro, as if with an intent to croſs the former. 


dige, and took a poſition between that river and Magn=zn- 


On the ſecdnd of April, General Kray paſſed with 17. 


his main army, and occupied a camp in front of 
Verona, his left being ſupported by the poſt of Tom- 
ba, and his right by that of St Lucia. To create a 
diverſion, and diſtract the attention of the French, 
General Klenau made ſome movements on the Low- 
er Po as far as Oftiglia, where he encountered little 
oppoſition from the ſcattered parties of the enemy. 
in three columns, ſupported by a fourth, againſt the 
French camp at Magnan, oppoſite to that occupie® 
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of thi river below Wen „ 
of the village of K. Mes, while Beis with the 
advanced guurd coveted their attack. General Mo- 
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reau, with the diviſions of Hatry and Montrichard, 
was charged with engaging every hoſtile corps he 
might find between Villa-Franca and Verona; 
and Serrurier, who was intruſted with the attack 
on the former of theſe places, was to carry it, and 
follow the Imperialiſts to the Adige. Serrurier, 
although at firit repulſed, ſucceeded in a ſecond 
attempt; and General Moreau, having forced the 
enemy in the plain to fall back, advanced towards 
Verona. But Victor and Grenier, notwithſlanding 
ſome ad vant ages gained at lirſt by the impetuoſity 
ot their troops, were compelled in the evening 
ta yield to the valour and ſuperior numbers of the 
Inperialiſts. The retreat of theſe two diviſions 
uncovered the flank of the French army; and 


had this incident occurred at an earlier hour, the 


ſucceſs of the Auſtrians muſt have been deciſive. 
The two other columns maintained their ground 
until the approach of darkneſs, after which they 
retired ; and during the night the whole French 
army abandoned the field of battle ard their 
camp. 


General Kray eſtimates his loſs, in this action, 
at two thouſand killed and wounded ; and that of 
the enemy at two thouſand priſoners, beſides their 
killed. The greater part of theſe priſoners were 
Ciſalpines and Piedmonteſe. Scherer calculates 
his own loſs at three thouſand men killed, 
wounded, and taken; and that of the Imperialiſts 
at two thouſand priſoners. The field of battle 
was covered with the dead; for the conteſt had 


S 
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Paſfage of 
the Adda. 
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continued feven hours, during which the ground 
was diſputed with. extreme obſtinacy, and fre. 
quently gained and loft. Field- Marſhal Mercan. 
tin, two Major-Generals, and ſeven other ſtaff and 
commiſhoned Auftrian officers were wounded. 


Scuzres, preſſed in every direction, now abandon. 
ed all his poſitions, and fell back beyond the Min- 
cio. He was cloſely followed by the Imperilid, 


who had been reinforced by ſeveral Auſtrian corps, 


and a powerſul body of Ruffian auxiliaries. Weak. 
ened, but nat diſpirited, the French army conti- 
nued its retreat acroſs the Adda, after throwing a 
body of troops into Mantua, and another into Peſ. 
chiera. Field-Marſhal Suwarrow, who had now 
aſſumed the command of the Auftro-Ruffian 
forces, left General Kray with a corps of thirty 
thouſand men to inveſt theſe fortreſſes, and with 
his characteriſtic rapidity followed the French, hi 
main army amcunting to fifty thouſand men. 


Tux French had, on the twenty-fourth, aban- 
doned the Oglio, which the Imperial army ſoon 
afcer paſſed, and advanced in three columns to the 
Adda. General Moreau, who now commanded the 
French troops in place of Scherer, fortified Cafſi- 
no, and erected formidable batteries along the right 
of the river, with a ftrong tete de pont on the 
left. He fixed his head-quarters at Inzaego, wner 
two diviſions of his army were poſted. General Sei- 
rurier defended the upper Adda, one half of ty 
divifion occupying a poſition behind Lecco, 
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part near Porto-Imberzago, and the reſt near 
Trezzo. On the Lower Adda, towards Lodi, Gene- 
ral Delmas was ſtationed with a detachment, hav- 
ing his flank covered by Pizzighitone. The Ruſh- 
ans under General Vukaſſowich, forming the right 
of the Imperial army, attacked, on the twenty- 
fixth, all the French corps poſted in front of Lecco, 
and after a ſtubborn conteſt drove them back to the 
tete de pont. The whole of the day was ſpent in 
ſome military movements: a body of French 
troops ſhewed themſelves at Crema ; and an Au- 
ſtrian detachment croſſed the Po, and puſhed to- 
wards Parma. 


SUWARROW made preparations to force a paſſage 
on the twenty-ſeventh, and with this intent ſent 
Vukaſſowich acroſs the river near Brivio, where 
he occupied a good poſition. During the night 
he ſucceeded in eſtabliſhing bridges oppoſite to 
Trezzo, which the natural difficulties of the coun- 
try had led the French to regard as impraQticable. 
By means of theſe the main body of thearmy paſſ- 
ed, and attacked General Grenier's divifiun, which 
was marching againſt Vukaſſowich at Brivio. Gre- 
mer took poſt between Pozzo and Brivio, and main- 
tained his ground with great obflinacy. Having 
received a reinforcement from the diviſion of Ge- 
neral Victor, he was on the point of turning the 
right wing where the Auſtrian battalions had giv- 
en way, when Fie!1d-Marſhal-Lieutenant Zoph's 
divifion arrived. Part of theſe attacked the French 
in front, but paid dearly for their imprudence ; the 
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Breſcia 


and Peſchi- 
eta taken. 


May. 
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reſt fell on the enemy's flank, which was obliged 


to give way, ſlill however preſerving a ſteady coun. 
tenance in its retreat. 


Br falling back towards the Po, the French not 
only left Milan uncovered, but loſt their commy. 
nication with Serrurier's diviſion on the upper Ad- 
da. General Melas' column reached that capital 
on the twenty-eighth, while the right wing under 
General Roſemberg croſſed the Adda at Brivio 
on the twenty- ſeventh. The Imperial ad vanced- 
guard attacked Serrurier at Bertero, who after a 
bloody engagement was defeated and forced to 
capitulate, his whole corps, which conſiſted only of 
three thouſand men, laying down their arms. Mar- 
{halt Suwarrow calculates the loſs of the enemy in 
theſe actions at upwards of five thouſand ta- 
ken priſoners, and fix thouſand killed, befides the 
capture of eighty pieces of cannon. 


Bxxscla, which was occupied by a parriton of 
one thouſand men, capitulated, on the twentieth of 
April, in a cowardiy manner after a few ſhot. Pe- 
ſchiera, with fimilar precipitation and puſillanimi- 
ty, ſurrendered on the fixth of May by capitulation, 


' the terms of which evince the prudence of Gene- 


ral Kray, who did not wiſh to diſſipate his time or 
itrength by inflexibility. The garriſon, ſcarcely 
fifteen hundred ſtrong, were allowed to return to 
France on condition of not ſerving againſt tue Em- 
peror or his allies for fix months. Theſe articles 
were offered by General Kray, and accepted by 
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the garriſon before any trenches were opened a- 
gainſt the place. 


Arran leaving a corps of four thouſand men to 
blockade the citadel of Milan, Suwarrow marched 
with his main body from that place to Pavia. In 
the meantime Moreau, with his beaten army, fell 
back between the Po and the Tanaro, his right 


extending to Aleſſandria, and his left to Valenza. 


On the ninth, Pizzighitone, which was held by a 
Captain with only fix hundred men under his com- 
mand, furrendered to Field-Marſhal Lieutenant 
Kaim, the garriſon becoming priſoners of war. 
Early on the morning of the ſeventh, the Imperial- 
iſts had opened their trenches againſt this fortreſs, 
and ſet fire to a magazine of hay and wood, which 
continued burning till night. In the evening, a 
ſmall powder magazine blew up, ſeveral batteries 
were diſmounted, and even the embraſures demo- 
liſhed. Still, however, the governor perſiſted in 
his defence, and notwithitanding the proximity of 
the Auſtrian batteries, and the apprehenſion that 
the powder in the cafemates would catch fire, con- 


| tinned inflexible till the ninth at midnight. 


Tur Imperialiſts, after making a feint in ſeveral 
places to paſs the Po, puſhed a detachment acroſs 
the river on the eleventh, but theſe were either 
killed or taken prifoners by the left wing of Gre- 
ner's diviſion. A body of ſeven thouſand Ruſſians 
paſſed the Po at Baſignana on the twelfth, and 
proceeded againft Pecetto. Moreau had anticipa- 
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ted their plan, and diſpoſed Grenier's diviſion in a 
proper ſituation ; but as this diviſion was unable to 
withſtand ſo great a number, he detached Victor; 
corps to its aſſiſtance. The Ruſſians were at- 
tacked in front and in flank, and after a ſturdy re. 
fiſtance gave way on all fides : one half of them 
only were able to regain the oppoſite bank, the 
reſt being either drowned, killed, or taken priſon- 


ers. 


ENFEEBLED by ſo many engagements and difaf. 
ters, Moreau's army was now reduced to ſeventeen 
thouſand men. His communications on the ſide 
of Piedmont were interrupted by inceflant inſur- 
rections of the peaſantry, and particularly the Bar- 
bets, or mountaineers, who are eminent in hiftory 
obliged to collect all the French troops ſcattered 
through Piedmont, and encamp at Aleſſandria 


with this inconfiderable force. Meanwhile the 


right of the Imperial ariny advanced in the direc- 
tion of Vercelli and Ivrea, with an intent to bear 
down on Turin, after occupying or blockading the 
fortreſſes on the Doria and to the north of the Po. 


SUWARROW'S progreſs now induced him to iſſue 
a proclamation to the inhabitants of Piedmont. 
Senſible, he faid, of the neceflity of eitabliſhing 
public order in the Piedmonteſe provinces happily 
conquered by the combined Auſtro-Ruſſian forces, 
he confidered it as a duty not only to watch over 
the diſtribution of juſtice, but alſo to maintain in 
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activity all the branches of public economy and 
adminiſtration on the footing, and according to the 
ſyſtem, eſtabliſhed by his Sardmian Majeſty. He 
therefore directed that the laws, and political and 
civil eſtabliſhments, exiſting before the order of 
things which had juſt ceaſed, ſnould be re-eftabliſhed 
and enforced. General Latour was inveſted with 
the moſt extenſive powers to make every neceſſa- 
ry diſpoſition, as well in the military as in the civil 
and financial departments; and to appoint perſons 
who ſhould be deemed, on account of their probi- 
ty and talents, the beſt qualified to fill important 
places. "The Marſhal farther ordered, that all per- 
ſons ſo commiſſioned ſhould exerciſe the functions 
entruſted to them, conformably to the former 
laws and eſtabliſhments; and act in unfore- 
ſeen caſes as might be moſt expedient for the main- 
tenance of public order. The diſpoſitions, rela- 
tive to the financial department, and the extinc- 
tion of the public debt, were to continue to 
be obſerved ; but until otherwiſe ordained, the 
circulation and iffuing of royal notes bearing inte- 
reſt were ſuſpended. Theſe ordonnances, altho' 
they faintly furmiſe the reſtoration of his Sardini- 
an Majefty, do not warrant a deciſive inference 
that ſuch was the intention of the allies. At the 
ſame time they cannot be conſtrued to ſanction the 
impolitic pretenfions, which Auſtria afterwards 
thought proper to advance, and which we will bave 
occafion to notice in a ſubſequent part of this work. 


A PROCLAMATION, addrefſed by Marſhal Suwar- 
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row to the nations of Italy, is conceived in lan. 
guage leſs ambiguous, and tends todevelopthe view; 
of the allies, whoſe confidence has been deceived 
by the ambition and ſelfiſh policy ot Auſtria. The 
energy and ſtyle of this proclamation, fo charac. 
teriſtic of that eminent perſonage, would be injur. 
ed by compreſſion. After calling on them to 
take up arms, and unite under banners contend- 
ing for God and the faith, he promited that they 
ſhould triumph over the perfidious fue. The ar- 
my of his Majeſty our molt exalted Emperor and 
King,” continued the General, © is lighting in con- 
ſequence of the provocations given by France, and 
ſhedding its blood in defence of our moſt holy reli- 
gion, for the recovery of your property, and the 
re-establichment of your former gcucrnments. Do 
not the French inceſſantly demand immenſe ſums, 
and exact uncommon requiſitions; and all this un- 
der the chimerical name of liberty and equality: 
Regardleſs of the injuries done to families, they be- 
reave them of their dear children, and force them 
to bear arms and fight againſt your lawful fove- 
reign, your loving father, and maſt zealous defen- 
der! Nations, be comforted !---there is a God who 
protects, and there are armies that defend you. 
See the number of our troops; fee a new and com- 
plete army ſent by the allied Emperor of Ruſſia; 
behold theſe prudent nations, every where full of 
enthuſiaſm, about to terminate this bloody war in 
the moſt ſpeedy manner. That faithful and nume- 
rous army, conſiſting of brave warriors, comes to 
deliver Italy. Fear nothing ; --- whereſoever the 
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troops, combating againſt the French republic, 
may come, you ſhall fee the laws reſtored, religi- 
on exalted, and private and public tranquillity re- 
yived, which, for theſe three years paſt, have been 
under a heavy yoke. The faithful miniſters of re- 
ligion ſhall be reinſtated in their offices and pro- 
. But hear!---ſhould there ever be found a- 
mongſt you one ſo perfidious, as to take arms a- 
gainſt our ſovereign, or favour in any manner the 
enterpriſes of the French republic, ſuch a perfidi- 
ous man fhall immediately be ſhot without regard 
to quality, birth, rank, office, or condition ; and 
his family, houſes, and property, ſhall be perſecut- 
ed and deſtroyed. Your prudence, nations of Ita- 
ly, induces a hope, that, being now convinced of 
the juſtice of our cauſe, you will furniſh no occa- 
manifeft proofs of ycur fidelity and attachment to 
ſo beneficent and loving a ſovereign.” 


Tux citadel of Milan ſurrendered by capitula- 
tion on the twenty-fourth, the garriſon, which con- 
ſiſted of two thouſand two hundred men, (four hun- 
dred only of whom were French troops,) agree- 
ing not to ſerve againſt his Imperial Majeſty for 
the ſpace of a year, unleſs wholly or partly exchan- 
ged in that period. Ceva was blockaded and ta- 
ken by an afſemblage of ſeveral thouſands of arm- 
ed peaſantry ; and the garriſons being only three 
hundred and twenty-five in number, were made 
priſoners of war. On the Lower Po, Ferrara, after 
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a few bombs had been thrown into the citadel, fur. 
rendered to General Klenau on the twenty-third, 
its garriſon of fifteen hundred and twenty-five 
men being allowed to return to France, on condi. 
tion of not ſerving againſt the Emperor or his allies 
during the enſuing fix months. 


Tun or four diviſions of the Imperial army 
advanced againſt Turin, which they ſummoned 
on the twenty-ſeventh, and ſoon afterwards enter- 
ed the town, the French retiring to the citadel. As 
the citizens had committed ſeveral acts of hoſtility 
againſt the garnion, the latter commenced a can- 
nonade on the place, but were prevailed on to de- 


fiſt. During this, General Seckendorff approached 


the fortreſs of Aleſſandria ; and as theſe diverſified 
operations engroſſed the attention of the Imperial 
commander for ſome time, we will reſume the de- 
tail of tranſactions in other points of the theatre cf 
war. 


Wr left General Maſſena occupied in adopting 
meaſures, which might enable him to make a re- 


ſpectable oppoſition againft a victorious enemy. 


But before proceeding to narrate the military oc- 
currences in this quarter, we will endeavour to give 
a ſuccinct view of the poſitions of the reſpective at- 
mies. The right wing of the united army of the 
Danube and Helvetia extended from Bormio a 
far as Reineck on the Lake of Conſtance, and con- 
ſiſted of three diviſions, one of which commanded 
by General Lecourbe had fixed its head-quarters # 
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Ternetz near the Tyrolean frontier. The centre 
reached from Arbon on the Lake of Conftance to 
th: Frickthal, and was compoſed of four diviſions. 
Vandamme, with the firft of theſe, was poſted at 
Andelfingen; the ſecoud, under General Audinot, 
had its right ſupported by Maunterli..gen, and its 
left by Stein ; General Thurreau was ſtationed with 
the thicd at Bulach; and the fourth, actingzas a 
reſerve under the command of General Soult, oc- 
cupied the town and vicinity of Weil. The left 
wing compriſed all the troops on the right bank of 
the Rhine before Kehl and Old Brifach, and 
ſtretched upward along the Rhine as far as Lauffen- 
burg in Helvetia. The firft diviſion of this wing 
was commanded by General Souham, and compre- 
hended all the corps from Lauffenburg to Hunin- 
guzn; and the ſecond, under General Legrande, 
was compoſed of the troops before Kehl and Old 
Briſach, having its*head-quarters at Wilſtadt. Be- 
ſides this army, a diviſion under the orders of Ge- 
neral Nou vion occupied the interior of Helvetia, 
with its head - quarters at Lucerne. The diviſion 
of the Lower Rhine, under Collaud, occupied 
Manheim and the adjacent country; and the firſt 
military diviſion lay at Straſburg and in its neigh- 
bourhood. It was along the whole of this exten- 
five and circuitous line, that General Maſſena had 
to make defenſive arrangements; and his indefa- 
tigable perſeverance ſucceeded beyond the moſt 
ſanguine expectation. 


Tas Imperial army occupied a counter line, 
commencing in the vicinity of Raſtadt, and 
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ſtretching along the right bank of the Rhine, the 
head-quarters of his Royal Highneſs being efta. 
bliſhed at Engen. Then turning the Lake of Con. 
ftance to Feldkirch, where General Hotze com. 
manded, it traced the Tyrolean frontier. Marſhal 
Bellegarde held the chief command in this point, 
and maintained a communication with the Imperi. 
al army in Italy by the Valteline and the Lakes 
General Stzarry remained inactive in Upper Sua- 
bia, where he was poſted with a detachment to 
guard the paſſage of the Necker, and watch the 
movements of the French on the Lower Rhine. 


ALTiio' Prince Charles imprudently continued 
in a ſtate of inactivity for ſo long a period, the 
hoftile diviſions on the frontiers of the Tyrol had 
many deſperate encounters. Theſe it would be 
uſeleſs to relate, as they had little influence on 
the great military operations, and are chiefly 
remarkable for the uricomnion fury with which 
they were fought. If, however, we recollect 
the critical fituation of the French army at 
this period, the mere circumſtance of their di- 
vifions on the tight being able to retain their 
pofitions was of itſelf a victory, as they had to 
contend with partial inſurrections in their tear, 
and with numerous bodies of the enemy in 
front, led on by a long lik of experienced Field- 
Marſhals and Generals. On the thirtieth of April 
Marſhal Bellegarde attacked Lecourbe at Zernetz 
and Veranka, but was repulſed in four ſucceſſive 
aſſaults with great Joſs, owing to the ſtrong 
inttenchirents and fortified defies occupied by 
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Imperialiſts at four or five thoufand men. Ge. ——— 


neral Bellegarde reluctantly acknowledges his in- 
ſucceſs, without mentioning in his voluininous diſ- 
patches the loſs ſuſtained by either party. Seve- 
ral ſharp encounters occurred m this point, but 
were not attended with any decifive eſſect. 


To quaſh the commotions of the natives, Gene- Maſſens's 


perfidious or fanatical perſons committed acts of 
violence againſt the French troops, when march- 
ing ſingly or in ſcattered parties. © I alfo learn,” 
ſaid he, that ſymptoms of inſurrection have ap- 
peared in different quarters of Switzerland. Hel- 
vetianis ! why this ſudden change? why deftroy 
the indiſpenſable harmony, which exiſted between 
you and the French army? and why diſturb that 
peace, which reigned in your abodes? It would 
ſeem, you liſten to the inſinuations and atrocious 
plots of the enemies of the French and Helvetic 
republics. It would ſeem, that you conceive the 
French troops to be no longer in a ſtate to reſiſt the 
Auſtrian forces. Yet the army, which I command, 
has beat them at every point where it has been 
engaged, and will ſtill beat them ſhould they dare 
to enter your territory. But can you imagine, that 
amidſt the efforts of courage, and the ſacrifices 
which that army makes for your defence, it wil! 
coolly fee its heroes falling under the attacks of 
cowardly aſſaſſins? And do you ſuppole, that 
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1790. I myſelf will heſitate to take a terrible revenge for 


Hs called on the Helvetians, who remained at. 
tached to France and their conftitution, to ſave 
their country from the evils which threatened it, 
by repreſſing the guilty, and pointing them out to 
the government, that their crimes might be in- 
ſtantly puniſhed. As to himſelf, he had ſhewnthat” 
he knew how to protect the people, whilſt he be- 
held in them a faithful ally; and he would ſhew 


himſelf capable of puniſhing them, if they became 


traitors and violators of the faith of treaties. A re- 
gard for their ſecurity, and that of the French ar. 
my, would alone be the rule of his conduct. He 
declared, that he would hold the communes ref. 
ponfible for all events, happening within their ju- 
riſdictions to the injury of the French; and con- 


cluded with intimating, that columns of the army 


would enter the cantons diſplaying any diſpoſition 
to inſurection, and ravage them with fire and ſword, 


Ir ſ-ems to have been the plan of his Royal 
Highneſs, by reinforcing Generals Hotze and Belle- 
garde, to create ſo powerful a diverſion as might 
facilitate his paſſage of the Rhine. The former of 
theſe Generals had about ſeventeen thouſand 
men under his command, and the latter four- 
teen thouſand ; while ſeveral bodies of Auftro- 
Ruſhans endeavoured to penetrate by the Italian 
frontier in the direction of Bellinzone and Chia- 
venna. To oppoſe Hotze in the upper Rhein- 
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thal, the French could only muſter about ſe- 
ven thouſand men, and very prudently 
themſelves to acting on the defenfive. On the 
14th, Hotze marched from Feldkirch, and attack- 
ed the French poſt at Lucienſteig. His troops, 
with great perſeverance, climbed the heights in the 
vicinity, and after a ſpirited engagement obliged 
the enemy to fall back to Sargans and Ragatz, 
from thence to Wallenſtadt, and thereafter to e- 
vacuate the canton of Appenzel, the county of To- 
genburg, and the Thurgaw, not however without 
conteſting every inch of ground with their uſual 
obſtinacy, and with great loſs on both fides. Mean. 
while Prince Charles, to further theſe operations, 
made a demonſtration of paſſing the Rhine. By 
this feint he prevented a corps of about ſeventeen 
thouſand men, who were at Schaithauſen, from 
ſending any detachment to reinforce their troops 
acting againſt General Hotze. 


ON the twenty-third his Royal Highueſs pub- 
liſhed a ſecond proclamation to the Swiſs, in 
which he premiſed, that in the ſtate of depen- 
dence and conſtraint they were retained by the op- 
preffion of the enemy, they were not only ignorant 
of what occurred beyond their frontiers, but what 
might encourage them in their misfortunes was 
concealed. He took for granted, that meaſures 
had been adopted to keep ſecret from a part of 
the inhabitants his former declaration, in which 
he had ſtated the pacific and amicable intentions 
of his Imperial Majeſty by the entry of his troops 
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t79g. into the canton of Schaffhauſen. He had, there. 
——- fore, determined to renew his proclamation, in 


order to diſſeminate the ſentiments of his Majeſty 
throughout the cantons. 


* HLTVETIANs,“ continued the Archduke, * for 
three ages you have enjoyed uninterrupted peace, 
and.never beheld foreign troops in your territories. 
It is the ambition of conqueſt in the French gouvern- 
ment, that has deftroyed your happy tranquillity ; 
and it is by a violence and perfidy unexampled in 
hiſtory, that they have ſeized upon your country. 
Injuries of every kind have been the reſult ; and yet 
the enemy pretend to your aſſiſtance. Your po- 
pulation is to be ſacrificed to promote their intereſt 
and to ſubjet Switzerland to the dominion of 
France. It was through Switzerland, that the 
people of Germany were to be attacked and ſub- 
jugated ; for ſuch was the object of the enemy's 
plans, which their defeat has prevented from 
being carried into execution. The purſuit of our 
triumphs is not leſs neceſſary to our ſafety, than to 
Your deliverance. If you dread the evils inſepa- 
rable from war, conſider that you have already had 
all its ſcourges in the midſt of you. To liberate 
yourſelves from theſe, to obtain repoſe, and to reco- 
ver your former ſecurity and independence, no other 
means are left than to oppoſe with vigour the ene- 
mies of your country.” 


His Royal Highneſs next reminded them, that 
equity and juſtice towards the Swils always accom- 
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panied the Imperial armies. The troops under his 
command would obſerve a rigorous diſcipline, and 
only required lodging, as care would be taken to 
arrange an equitable indemnification for whatever 
their immediate wants might render indiſpenſable. 
He repeated the proteſtations he had made in the 
name of his Majeſty, both in this and his former 
proclamations ; and expreſſed his confidence, that 
the Swiſs would not undertake any thing hoſ- 
tile againſt the Imperial army, but that, for their 
own advantage, they would favour and ſecond its 
pure and beneficent views. On the other hand, he 
declared, that every town, community, or indivi- 
dual, who ſhould afford aſſiſtance to the French, or 
fight againſt the Imperial troops, would be exclud- 
ed from theſe amicable aſſurances, and treated as 
enemies. He therefore required all thinking men, 
and thoſe to whom the welfare of their country was 
dear, to oppoſe meaſures tending only to its de- 
ſtruction, and to unite againſt the common enemy 


for the deliverance of Switzerland, to ſave which 


he expreſſed his fixed determination. 


Aw Auftrian corps, that had debarked on the 
left bank of the Rhine, and advanced as far as 
Keiſerthul with an intent to intercept the commu- 
nications of the French troops on the Thur with 
Zurich, was completely defeated on the twenty- 
third. But notwithſtanding every effort f Maſſe- 
na, the combined operations of Prince Charles and 
General Hotze enabled the Imperial army, by the 


twenty fourth, to complete its communications 
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through the Thurgaw. The French commander 
could no longer retain the country lying between 
the Rhine, the Lake of Conſtance, and the Thur, 
withcut endangering the ſafety of his army. Ge. 
neral Hotze hung on his right, and even threaten. 
ed to penetrate to his rear. The Archduke's ar. 
my fronted his left; and although he had defeat. 
ed the Auſtrian detachment that croſſed the Rhine 
in his rear, yet reiterated attempts in that quarter 
muſt have finally obliged him to retreat, and pro- 
bably at a more inauſpictous moment. 


PERHAPS his Royal Highneſs, by exerting all his 
ſtrength to effect a junction with General Hotze 
in front of the Lake of Conſtance, did not, with 
his uſual judgment, avail himſelf of the favourable 
poſture of affairs. Military men wall determine, 


whether it would not have been more prudent 


to have endeavoured to amuſe Maſſena by a mere 
feint in that point, while Hotze turned the French 
right, znd a powerful detachment from the Prince's 
main army, by crofling the Rhine at Keiſerthul, 
and occupying the left bank of the Glat, de- 
prived the French general of the poſſibility of re. 
treat. The ſuperiority of his numbers enabled 
Prince Charles to undertake, with facility, an ope- 
ration of this extenſive nature ; and it was other- 
wiſe worthy of bis zenius and his glory. 


General Petraſch, with the right wing di 
Hotze's corps, mare hed in the night of the twenty- 
tourth from St. Gall towards Frauenfeld. His 
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purpoſe was to form a junction with the Arch- 1799. 
duke's army, the advanced-guard of which under —— 


General Nauendorff had croſſed the Rhine on the 
twenty-firit, without oppoſition, between Diſſen- 
hofen and Schaff hauſen, and moved forward to 
Andelfingen. The reſt of General Hotze's corps 
advanced on the morning of the twenty-fifth to 
Schwartzenbach, where they encamped behind the 
Thur, having their van- guard poſted two leagues 
in front of the river on the road towards Elck. 


To anticipate a combined attack which his in- n+ en 
formation lead him to expect from the Imperialiſts. 


who had collected in great force on the left bank of 
the Thur, Maſſena reſolved to make a general effort 
againſt that part of the Auſtrian army, in order, if 
poſſible, to drive them beyond the river. Accord- 
ingly on the tiwenty-fifth, he ordered General Au- 
dinot to puſh on with th: alvanced guard to Frau- 
enfeld againſt Petraſch, while a French column on 
the left attacked General Nauendorft by Andel- 
ſingen, and another under General Ney bore do vn 
on the Auſtrian centre by Adliken. General Soult 
was directed to advance with his corps in three di- 
viſions, in order to ſupport theſe operations. The 
right of the Imperialiſts made a long and vigorous 
reſiſtance, but were at length compelled to retire 
with precipitation, and repaſs the river at Andel- 
lingen. General Petraſch was attacked the mo- 
ment he reached the heights of Frauenfeld. He 
fought with Kill greater obſtinacy, and even repulſ- 
ed Audinot ; but Soult, having arrived with a de- 
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tachment to his aſũſtance, decided the fate of the 
day, and obliged the Imperialiſts to fa!l back to 
Weil. At the ſame time, the advanced-guard of 
General Hotze's left was driven back cn the main 
body: the French however, not being in ſufficient 
force to maintain their ground, retired on the ay. 
proach of night. In this engagement, which con. 
tinued till late in the evening, a ſanguinary combat 
enſued between a body of the French and the Im. 
perial regiment of Szekler huffars, whoſe diſgrace- 
tal murder of tae French miniſters at Raſtadt had 


juſtly rendered them an object of revenge. Mal. 


fena reduces his own loſs to nearly four hundred 
men, while he ſtates that of the enemy at upwards 
of four thouſand. It is probable there was a con- 
ſiderable diſproportion, though not to that extent, 


as the Auſtrians were rather taken by ſurpriſe. 
Colonel Craufurd, the Britiſh envoy at the Impe- 


rial head-quarters, does not mention the loſs of ei- 
ther party. 


To repair this diſaſter, Prince Charles advanced 


towards Frauenfeld with a reinforcement of about 
twelve thouſand men, and thereby enabled Pe- 
traſch to reſume the poſt he had abandoned. Pre- 


parations were made to attack the enemy's poſition | 


near Wintertkur ; and accordingly, at day-break 
on the twenty-ſeventh, the Imperial trœops advan- 
ccd in every direction againſt the whole of the 
French line on the Thur. The action con- 
tinued until the evening; when the republican 
army, after a ſteady reſiſtance, proved unable to 
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withſtand the numbers and valour of the Imperi- 1799. 
alifts. Maſſena was driven from his pofition ; but 


the ground being extremely favourable and in- 
terſected by woods, he eſſected his retreat in 
good order, and took poſt behind the Thoſs. 
The Archduke's right under Nauendorff was 
prevented from arriving in time by an unfor- 
tunate delay in the conſtruction of a pontoon bridge 
acroi3 tlie Thur at Andelfingen ; and owing to this 
circumitance, the ſucceſs of the Auſtrians was not 
ſo deciſive as it might otherwiſe have been. 


Ir has been already mentioned that the French 
troops experienced conſiderable diſſiculties, in the 
ſouthern parts of Switzerland, from partial inſur- 
rections of the peaſantry. The inhabitants of the 
northern cantons, and particularly of the Pays de 
Vaud, had, on the contrary, not only ſupplied 
them with proviſions, but taken up arms in their 
favour. Even the female ſex diſplayed their an- 
imoſity towa rds the Impenalifts ; and ſeveral hun- 
dred women of the canton of Turich and adjacent 
diſtricts, who had been taken in the late battles, or 
ſhewn themſelves very active partizans in the towns, 
were carried priſoners to Conſtance, and afterwards 
ſent to Ulm*. To repreſs this hoſtile conduct, Prince 


— i 


Ar Frauenfeld, and ſome other neighbouring towns, ſe- 
veral of theſe modern Amazons pourcd boiling water on 
tions to the republican cauſe, would however, if not deiaſt- 
ed from, have juſtly occaſioned the burning of their 
habitations, 


. 


mentat Em- 
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Charles, on the 25th, ſued a proclamation to the 
natives, in which he premiſed that, in ſome party 
of Switzerland, certain ill-diſpoſed perſons had fi. 
red from the h-uſfes upon the troops while in pur. 
ſuit of the enemy. This, he faid, was the more 
contrary to his expectation, as he had given, in bis 
former proclamations, the moſt poſitive affurancez 
to the Swiſs nation of the fincere and friendly de. 
figns of his Imperial Majeſty. Fully convinced 
as he was, that none but individuals could com- 
mit ſuch acts of hoſtility, the ſafety of the army 
under his command required him to take all poſſi- 
ble meaſures of military precaution, and to hold 
the magiſtrates of the towns, and chief perſons in 
the villages, reſponſible in the moſt rigorous man- 
ner tor every occurrence of that nature. 


To check the progreſs of General Nauendorff, 
whoſe van-guard had advanced as far as Embrach 
on the left of the Thoſs, and to cover the further re- 
treat of the army, a corps attacked and carried that 
town on the twenty-ſeventh, and drove the Auftri- 
an troops beyond the river. Aſter this, the whole 
French line withdrew in good order behind the 
Glat, and the main body occupied a ftrong in- 
trenched camp in front of Zurich. The Archduke's 
right wing now advanced towards Buelach, the 
centre to Klotten, and General Hotze's column to 
Baſſerdorff. | 


Buttleof the As the real ſtrength of the enemy's poſition at Lu- 
fich wasunknown, Prince Charles was in hopes of be- 
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ing able to induce them to quit it by threatening to 


to facilitate an attack on Maſſena's intrenchments,to 
drive the French troops from the left bank of the 
Glat, and eftabliſh there a ſtrong ad vanced- guard. 
His Royal Highneſs accordingly ordered General 
Hotze to croſs the river with the left wing of the 
army on the third of June, one column in the di- 
rection of Tubendorff, and another below the 
Greifenſee, while, to ſecond theſe operations, a ge- 
neral attempt was made on the reſt of the French 
line. As the chief attack was on the right un- 
der General Soult, Maſſena had repaired in per- 
ſon to that point, and made the neceſſary diſpoſi- 
tions for a vigorous defence. The villages between 
the French main poſition and the river were ſeve- 
ral times taken and retaken. Both fides fought 
with unabating fury until night, when the Auftri- 
ans retired, abandoning what part of the enemy's 
poſts they had gained. 


MasstNAa had ſelected an excellent altho' not 


of hills between the Glat and the Limmat, ruaning 
nearly parallel to theſe rivers, and in moſt parts 
covered with woods. He had farther ſtrength- 
enced it by numerous intrenchments and redoubts, 
particularly its moſt intereſting point called the 
Zurichberg, which is greatly elevated above the o- 
ther parts of the ridge. On this hill he had poſt- 
ed his right wing, conſiſting chiefly of infantry, 
with their right flank ſtretching back towards the 


1799. 
turn their right flank. It was alſo' neceſſary, in order —— 


Battle of 
extenſive poſition, in front of Zurich, and on a ridge Z ch. 
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1799. town. The left wing occupied the reſt of the chain 
—— of hills, and was covered on the left by a corps 


poſted between Regenſberg and the Glat. In the 
centre the ground being much lower, clear of wood. 
and of eaſy acceſs, is traverſed by the roads leading 
from Klotten and Winterthur to Zurich. This 
was the only point in which cavalry could act; but 
it was completely occupied by a chain of cloſed 
redoubts, confiderably retired, and ſerving as a cur- 
tain to connect the two wings, which were not 
quite a cannon-ſhot aſunder. 


EarLy in the morning, of the fourth the Impe. 
rial army, having their front covered with fifty 
cannon, commenced an impetuous attack on the 
whole of the French line. As the chief object was 
to drive the enemy from the Zurichberg, the main 
point of their poſition, the conteſt was particularly 
ſanguinary in that quarter, where General Hotze 
commanded the Auftrian left, and Maſſena in per- 
fon the French right. The battle raged with in- 
expreſſible violence till night, and the ground 
was ftrewed with the dead. Both armies di ſplay- 
ed an undaunted intrepidity : the Imperialitts 
attacked the enemy's intrenchments with the 
moſt reſolute valour ; while, on the other hand, the 
republican troops made no lefs deſperate efforts to 
prevent them from penetrating to their camp. 
Having ſucceeded in bringing a number of batte- 
ries to bear on the Auftrian left, the Frenca rigat 
not only drove back General Hotze, although re- 
:inforced by a column under Prince Reuß, but 
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even threatened the right flank of Prince Roſem- 
berg's corps near Seebach. In the other points of 
attack the Imperialiſts were equally unſucceſsful 
notwithſtanding the moſt daring exertions, and fi- 
nally repulſed. The Archduke does not mention ei- 
ther his own loſs or that of the enemy, two of whoſe 
Adjutant-Generals were taken. Maſſena calculates 
the loſs of the French at only five hundred killed and 
wounded, and that of the Imperial army at three 
The Auftrians ſuffered ſeverely from the 
batteries and fire of the troops poſted on the Glat, 
but ſtill more in attempting to carry the French 
intrenchments with the bayonet. They had 
penetrated to the abbatis, when General Hiller and 
Field-Marſhal-Lieutenant Wallis were both wound- 
ed, and the whole body impelled backward in ex- 
treme diſorder. General Hotze received a muſket 
ſhot in the arm early in the action, but it did not 
prevent him from continuing in the field. 


1799- 


Nxxr day his Royal Highneſs reconnoitred the Maſſena 


enemy's intrenchments; and reſolved on another 


the rear of the French army run the river Limmat, 
acroſs which there was only one bridge, and that at 


Zurich. It wasobvious, therefore, from the local na- 
ture of their poſition, that the loſs of tne Zurichberg 


might occafion the total deſtruction of the army. 


Their forced retreat along a narrow bridge would 
have been impeded by their numbers; and they 


X 


attempt to ſtorm them on the day following. In n 


retires to 
the moun- 
tain of Al- 
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1799. had alſo topaſs thro' the town, which was ſubject. 
ed dy ſituation to any attempt from the hills, and 
particularly the Zurichberg in its vicinity, if in pal. 
ſeſſion of the Imperialifts. General Maſſena, ſen. 
ſible that this ſtation was no longer tenable againſt 
ſo ſuperior a force, fell back behind Zurich in the 
night, and took a pofition on the mountain of Al. 
bis, extending his left to the Rhine, and his right 
to the Lake of Zug. The natural ſtrength of this 
line was better adapted for defence, to which the 
inferiority of his numbers obliged him to confine 
himſelf, In all the preceding actions he had chief. 
ly oppoſed intrenchments to the general attacks 
of the Imperial army, who ſeemed determined to 
carry them at any expence, in defiance of ſhower 
of cannon balls and a continued blaze of muſketry. 
This raſh valour, diſdaining the tardy mode of mi- 
litary manceuvres, coft innumerable lives. But 
Prince Charles had refolved to debilitate his oppo- 
nent by daily actions and reiterated efforts, in hopes 
that each ſucceſſive battle would conſtrain him to 
evacuate Switzerland with the precipitation of a 
Jourdan. 


Operations Ix proportion as the centre and left of the French 
fon frontier army retreated, General Lecourbe was obliged to 
fall back from the territory of the Griſons. Seve- 
ral deſperate actions took place in this rugged and 
ſterile country, and many thouſands fell on both 
fides. In conſequence of the fortunate change of 
affairs in the Tyrol and the Griſons, General Belle- 
garde had been directed to advance into Italy, and 
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ſupport the operations of the Imperial army in that 1799. 
quarter. Part of his corps was deſtined to occupy the 


poſts to the weſt of the Lake of Locarno, and there - 
by preſerve a communication with the Archduke's 
army; whilſt the reſt proceeded, in the route of 
Como, through Milan and Pavia againft Tortona . 
On the twenty-eighth of May, an engagement 
occurred between General Loiſon and Field- 
Marſhal Hadick, who had marched from Belling- 
20ne to force the paſſage of Mount St. Gothard, but 
without ſucceſs. At the ſame time the Count St. 
Julien, having crofſed Mount Urſula, attacked and 
carried the French poſt at the DeviFs-Bridge. In 
conſequence of this, the ſcattered detachments 
of the French abandoned Airolo and the defiles 
and fell bagk to Waaſen behind the Ruſs in the 
canton of Uri, occationally, however, puſhing their 
advanced corps to St. Gothard, chafing back the 
Imperialiſts and recovering poſſeſſion of the paſſes. 


Arrzx occupying the ftrong poſition on the 
mountain of Albis, General Maſſena eftabliſh- 
ed his head-quarters at Bremgarten. His left 
wing, as already mentioned, extended from the 
Rhine near Zurzach along the Limmat to the Al- 
bis; his centre was ſtationed on the mountain, and 
tis right frncched to the Lakes of Zax end Ln- 
cerne. Prince Charles occupied the banks of the 
Limmat, his line extending from the Rhine to the 
Lake of Zug. Many ſanguinary encounters tak 
place between the advanced parties ; but the main 
armies contented themſelves with ſtrengthening 
their reſpective poſitions by redoubts and intrench- 


quired, to effect a junction with Moreau by Pon- 
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— ments. Their late murderous battles ſeem to ham 


diſabled both commanders from undertaking any 
decifive operation. General Mafſena was prevented 
by the inferiority of his numbers, and the inade. 
quate ſupplies he received, from acting on the cf. 
fenfive. On the other hand, his Royal Highnek 
wiſhed to give ſome repoſe to his troops; and he 

'o felt the neceſſity of waiting the arrival of the 
Auſtrian reinforcements, and a ſtrong body of Ruſ. 
fians who were marching to his aſſiſtance. It i 
unneceſſary to relate a multiplicity of engagement 
which occurred in Suabia, as they were not attend- 
ed with any effential conſequences, 


Dun mia theſe tranſactions in Helvetia, Marſhal 
Suwarrow was employed in the reduction of Man- 
tua and the citadel of Turin, and in watching the 
bold and active movements of Moreau. He detach- 
ed a body of troops to oppoſe the progreſs of Gene- 
ral Macdonald, who was advancing from Tuſcany 
with the army of Naples, either to act on the flank 
and rear of the Imperialiſts, or, if circumſtances re- 


tremoli and the defiles of the Appenines. The d. 
alters, experienced by the French in the north of 
Italy, had obliged them to abandon the Neapolitan 
and Roman ftates, and concentrate their whole 
forces, a few ſcattered garriſons excepted, with a 
view to retrieve their affairs, or at leaſt, aid Moreau 
defenfive operations. 


MacponalD had marched from Naples to Ca- 


pus, on the 25th ef April with all his troops, leaving 
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only five hundred men in the caſtle of St. Elmo. 
Before quitting the capital, he adopted everyſprecau- - 
tion which the emergency of circumſtances admit. 
ted, to ſecure its tranquillity after his departure. On 
the day following that event, a numerous aſſembly 
of the inhabitants was convoked, in order to con- 
cert the neceflary meaſures in ſo critical a fituation. 
Various unpopular impoſts, that preſſed hard onjthe 
lower claſſes, were repealed ; the new conſtitution, 
which was entirely democratical, was publiſhed ; 
ſeveral legions of Neapolitans were inrolled, and 
batteries erected in different parts of the coaſt to 
prevent any attempts by fea. Theſe meaſures of 
policy and defence effeQually preſerved the peace 
of the city, Some inſurrections, however, broke 
out in Calabria, where the diſturbances had never 


deen completely quelled by reaſon of the paucity 


of French troops, the mountainous nature of the 
country, and the predatory diſpoſition of the na- 
tives. A few Neapolitan battalions were diſpatch- 
ed to that quarter; and the aid of religion was em- 
ployed in a proclamation by the Cardinal-Arch- 
biſhop of Naples, inviting the inſurgents to lay 
down their arms, and obey the new government. 


— . tone Mn. cok as wits 
juſtice, for an unneceſſary extenſion of his line. 
blockaded Mantua, Alefſandria, Tortona, and 
the citadel of Turin, and occupied the paſſes of Su- 
fa, Pignerol, and L'Afetta. This expanded ſcale 
of operations reduced him to a ſtate of inactivity ; 
at the ſame time his own head-quarters were kept 


1799- 


the Marſhal with not availing himſelf of the weak. 
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1999. in perpetual alarm by the advanced parties of 
Moreau, the extreme debility of whoſe little army 


prevented their General from undertaking any de. 


neſs of his opponent, by attacking the French ar. 
my, driving it from Piedmont, or entirely diſperſing 
it. The iſſue of ſuch an operation could not be re. 
garded as doubtful, for the ſuperior numbers of 
the Imperialiſts rendered ſucceſs certain; and Mac- 
donald, being thus completely ifolated, could not 
poſſibly have eſcaped. Inftead of following this 
plan, the Imperial General contented himſelf with 
detaching Count Hohenzolleren with a confiderable 
body of troops to Modena, and poſting General 
Ott at Reggio with ten thouſand men, whilſt he 
himſelf remained at Turin with the reft of the ar- 
my. 


Ir would ſeem from the circumſtance of General 
Montrichard having advanced by Bologna with 
the right wing, that Macdonald's firſt object was to 
create a diverſion on the Lower Po, although fu- 
ture occurrences obliged him to alter that inten- 
tion. The French commander approached the 
ſcene of action in the direction of Modena, where he 
encountered the Imperial General Hohenzolleren 
on the eleventh of June, and after taking two 
thouſand priſoners, and killing or wounding fifteen 
hundred of the enemy, drove the reſt in diſorder 
acroſs the Po. In this action Macdonald received 
ſeveral ſabre-wounds in an attack of cavalry. 
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Taz main body of the army of Naples now 1799. 


marched to Reggio, and made a demonſtration as 


i they intended to paſs the Po, and penetrate to ** 


Mantua. At the fame time the left wing drove 
General Ott from Parma beyond the Po with great 
laughter, and advanced towards Placenza. Mean- 
while the progreſs of the French had obliged Ge- 
neral Kray to ſuſpend the fiege of Mantua, and 
ſend his heavy artillery to Verona. After this pre- 
caution he haſtened in alarm to Suwarrow's head- 
quarters, in order to concert more effetive mea- 
ſures for oppoſing the enemy, whoſe ſtrength the 
Marſhal ſeems to have improvidently under-rated. 


UnczzxTain whether Macdonald's object was to 


Imperial troops, that had occupied the Parmeſan 
and Modeneſe, concentrated themſelves on the left 
of the Po to cover that fortreſs. General Ott endea- 
voured to retard the enemy's left at Placenza, but 
was again attacked on the 15th, and obliged te 
fall back on Caſtel St. Giovanni. Suwarrow having 
collected all the forces he could retire from the diſ- 
tant points of his line, without weakening too ſenſi. 
bly his befieging corps, began his march from Aleſ- 
ſandria on the fifteenth. A confuſion appears in 
all his moyements : he had ſent General Ott from 
Turin to the Parmeſan, and ordered Marſhal Belle- 
zarde to proceed from Como to Milan, and from 
thence to Tortona. Thus their line of march 
croſſed nearly at right angles, while their troops 


Suwarrew 
raiſe the ſiege of Mantua, or, after croſſing the marches a 
the Trebia, to advance to the Tanaro, part of the — 
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1799 were haraſſed by rapid, multiplied, ill-arranged, and 


: 


5 


— diſtant operations; but the ſu numbers of the 
r 
miſtakes. He had loſt the moment for occupying 
the paſſes of Pontremoli and Sarzana, and thereby 
obſtructing the communications of the two French 
commanders. To have effected this, would, in- 
deed, have required a greater force than General 
Ott poſſeſſed ; but ſo effential an operation ought 
certainly not to have been neglected. 


Maxsnal Bellegarde was left with a ſtrong body 
of troops to blockade Tortona, and make the bef 
defence he was able in caſe of being attacked by 
Moreau. General Kim, having a confiderable de- 


tachment under his command, was to carry on 


| the fiege of the citadel of Turin, and watch the 


paſtes from Savoy and the Riviera towards Pied - 
mont. The diftance between Tortona and St. 


Siovanni is but ſhort, and the Imperial army, by 


two forced marches, reached the latter place on the 
ſeventeenth. While the vanguard of the French 
left was following General Ott, and a column 
on the right advancing along the Po as if with an 
intent to gain Pavia, General Melas arrived witli 
part of the army, and immediately thereafter, 
Marſhal Suwarrow with the reſt. This timely aſ- 
ſiſtance enabled the Imperialiſts to arreſt the fur- 
ther progreſs of the enemy, who, after ſeveral warm 
attacks, were forced on the approach of night to a 
bandon the left bank of the Tidene. 


„ 
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Ox the eighteenth the Imperialiſts croſſed 


1799. 


the Tidone, and moved towards the Trebia in ——— 


three columns. Two of theſe, - conſiſting en- 
tirely of Ruſſians, ure commanded by Gene- 
ral Roſenberg on the right, and General Foer- 
ſter in the centce, The left and ſtrongeſt co- 


ment near 
the Trebia. 


lumn, under General Melas, was compoſed of the 


dwifions of Generals Ott and Froelich. It was 
Suwarrow's intention to clear the country of the e- 
nemy*'s corps poſted between theſe two rivers. The 


afternoan ; when, after an obſtinate engagement, 
the French retired towards the Trebia, the right 
bank of which was occupied by their main army. 


Aan of Macdonald's inability to withſtand 


the enemy's numbers, Moreau had detached Vic- 
tors divifion to reinforce his army, which, when 
thus increaſed, ſcarcely amounted to thirty thou- 
ſand men, while his opponent muſtzred upwards 
of fifty thouſand ſtrong. Yet nowiſe intimidated 
by this Ciſpropartion, the French commander re- 
ſolved to force the paſſage of the Trebia. He was 
tion of being joined by the Ligurian 
legion under General Lapoype, or of the co-opera- 
tion of that officer, who had been directed to ad- 
vance from the Genoeſe mountains above Bobbio, 
and fall on the right flank of the Imperialiſts. It 
was alſo probable, that Moreau would be able to 
gain their rear, and operate with effect, or, at leaſt, 
make an eſſential diverſion in his favour. 
* 


attack, however, did not take place till five in the | 
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1799. Tux Trebia is the moſt rapid torrent in Italy, 
-—— but at this ſeaſon was every where fordable. It 


banks are nearly a mile diftant from each other, 
and the intermediate ſpace is compaſed of alter. 
nate ſtreams and iſlands of ſand. On the nine. 


teenth, about ten o'clock of the day, the French 


left wing erpſſed the river, and, having ſucceeded 
in turning the right of the Ruſſians at Caffaleggy, 
obliged them to fall back. They next aflailed 
the village, and with redoubled violence attacked 
the columns compoſing the Imperial right under 
General Roſenberg, where it required the great- 
eſt exertions of courage, and the moſt unſhaken 
perſeverance, to withſtand their impetuofity. 


Wms the French left was occupied in theſe 


reiterated attempts, Macdonald endeavoured by 


means of his artillery to keep in check the centre 


column of Lieutenant-General Fcerſter, and after 


a ſhort cannonade paſſed the river under covert a 
his batteries. At the ſame time, his right wing 
croſſed over, its infantry being preceded by a bo- 
dy of two thouſand horſe. On gaining the oppo- 


fite bank, the right immediately advanced, and 


engaged the Imperial left under General Melas 
To diftra& the enemy's attention, the French Ge- 
neral had alſo detached a column towards the Po, 
in order to penetrate to the left flank of Field- 
Marfhal Ott, and avail itſelf of circumftances. 


Ir is in vain to attempt a deſcription of the 24 1 


yances, retrogreffions, and various manceuvres of 


| 


MEMOIRS OF EUROPE. 171 


the hoſtile columns. Whatever fatigue the French 4 
infantry had ſuſtained in fording the river, they 

ſeem to have forgot their uncomfortable condition 

the moment they arrived in fight of the enemy, 
and were the affailants in every point. They 

charged with fixed bayonets the Auſtrian cavalry 

on the left, and purſued them from the field. 
When any of the republican battalions gave way, 
the troops rallied in the rear of a chain of batteries, 
which their indefatigable commander had ſucceed- 
ed in forming on the left of the river. On the 

other fide, in whatever point an impreſſion was 

made on the Imperial army, their numbers enabled 
them to ſend immediate affiftance, and their gene- 

rals exerted themſelves in r-pairing a diſaſter, or im- 
proving a ſucceſs. The battle continued during the 

whole of the day with deſtructive fury; both par- 

ties alternately charged each other, in all poſſible 

directions, with maddening valour, and entire bat- 

talions were hewn in pieces in a moment. The 

iſſue continued doubtful until the approach of 

night, when the French retired acroſs the Trebia 
to their former encampment. | 


A Bite Aon. = 


MacpoxnaLd's loſs, rendered more ſenſible by 
the original paucity of his numbers, did not permit 
him to make a ftand againſt the Imperial army on 
the right bank of the river. Accordicgly, on the 
morning of the twentieth, he began his retreat to- 
wards Parma and Forte-Novo, whether he eſcap- 
ed with the loſs of part of his rear-guard, which 
was overtaken at San-Giorgio by the Ruſſian co- 


172 POLITICAL AND MILITARY 


279% jamn on the right. The Ligurian legion, that hehaz 


ſo ardently expected for the three days preceding, 
was met by an Auftrian detachment after the battle, 
and diiven back to Bobbio. On the twenty. fr 
the Imperial army advanced as far as Fiorenzuala 
where they halted during the twenty-ſecond ; but 
having received intelligence of the defeat of Gene. 
ral Bellegarde by Moreau, they left Fiorenzuok 
on the day following, and reached the Scrivia on 
the twenty-fifth by forced marches. The Vienna 
Gazette eſtimates the loſs of the enemy during 
the whole conteſt of three days continuance, at 
eighteen thouſand two hundred and fixty-eight 
men killed, wounded, and taken priſoners, beſides 
ſeven cannon and eight ſtandards ; and with its pe- 
culiar modeſty ſtates the loſs of the Imperialifts at 
only nine hundred and thirty-four killed, and two 
thouſand one hundred and ninety-one wounded.* 


*BY THE VIENNA GAZETTE. 


Le of the French. 
6,co0 killed 
5,085 taken priſoners ia the field of battle 
7,183 wounded, made priſoners in Placenza 
Amongſt the priſoners, were 
4 generals 
8 colonels 
502 cfficers of the Staff and commiſfioned offi- 
— cers 
18,268 Total loſs 
7 Cannons 
$ ſtandards 


Ly 


Da A * 
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Ir has been already mentioned, that Suwarrow, 1799. 
ö when he ſet out on his expedition againſt Macdo- 
ö nald, entruſted the blockade of Tortona to Gene- — 
c ral Bellegarde. With a view to throw ſuccour in- 

| to that fortreſs, create a diverſion in favour of 

Macdonald, and diſtract the attention of the ene- 
| my, Moreau advanced with his little army towards 
it. On the twentieth, Bellegarde was attacked at 
St. Juliano by the divifion of General Grouchy. 
The Imperialiſts fought with great bravery ; but 
Moreau having brought up Grenier's diviſion, the 


Auſtrians wounded, 87 ſtaff and commiſſioned officers 


Total killed, 934 


| Is we may credit a letter from Lord Henley, the Bri- 
tiſh ambaſſador at Vienna, publiſhed in the London Ga- 
zette of the ninth July, Macdonald could only have 7,000 
troops remaining; for his Lordſhip ſtates that general's 
original force, according to the moſt authentic information, 
at 25,000 men. 
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enemy were completely defeated, fifteen hundred 
killed, and two thouſand taken prifoners. The 
loſs of the French was confiderable, and the 
more injurious, as they were unable to replace 
it. Altho' by this victory the blockade of Torto- 
na was raiſed, and the Auſtrians driven to Aleſſan- 
dria and beyond the Bormida, the weakneſs of his 
army did not permit the French General to follow 
up his advantage. Bellegarde continued his re- 
treat beyond the Po and the Teſin, after taking the 
precaution to break down all the bridges on theſe 
rivers in order to embarraſs the progreſs of the 
French. On the approach of Suwarrow, Moreau 
retired to Gavi, when the Imperial army again took 
a poſition to cover the fiege of Aleſſandria, and 
renew the blockade of Tortona. | 


Tuus terminated the ſanguinary battle of the 
Trebia, in which French valour was eminently 
conſpicuous, and left only a mutilated trophy to 
the. victor. Confidering the inferiority of his for- 
ces, Macdonald ought, in prudence, to have avat- 
ed himſelf of the river in his front, and acted only 
on the defenſive. In that poſition, and calmly wait- 
ing the attack inſtead of being the aſſailant, he would 


have obliged the enemy to undergo the fatigue and 


difficulty he himſelf experienced in the paſſage of the 
river. This fatal field is claffic ground; and the page 
of ancient hiſtory informs us, that by the ſame means 
on the diſaſtrous banks of the Trebia. The wary 
Carthaginian had remarked the confidence of the 


MEMOIRS OF EUROPE. 5 


Conſul, and encouraged it in order to ſeduce him. to 1799. 
paſs the river, and fight on that fide with which —— 


his own army was beſt acquainted, and where it 
was accuſtomed to form. He calculated that the 
Roman infantry, if they ventured to ford the river 
confiderably from the effects of wet and cold. Ac- 
cordingly at day-break, he ſent a body of Cartha- 
ginian horſe acroſs the Trebia with orders to ma- 
nœuvre in front of the enemy's lines, and, when 
attacked, to repaſs it in affected diforder. On 
the appearance of the cavalry, the Roman legions, 
altho' taken by ſurpriſe, formed in great haſte, and 
theth to the river. Sempronius, fluſhed 
with his fucceſs, and on by his rajh ardour, 
ordered his troops to ford the Trebia, and continue 
the purſuit. In expectation of this, Hannibal had 
formed his men on the plain, as if with an intent 
to cover the retreat of his cavalry, while a detach- 
ment he had placed in ambuſh appeared on the 
rear of the Roman army. Dripping with wet, and 
nearly exhauſted by the fatigue experienced in the 
paſſage of the river, the legions of Sempronius 
and defeated with dreadful flaughter. Ten thou- 
ſand veteran Romans, the refidue of their gallant 
army, cut their way through the enemy's ranks, 
and eſcaped to Placenza. 


MacpDoNnaALD continued his retreat in two 


divifions by Forte-Novo and Parma, and then 
bending his courſe towards the Genoeſe, effected a 
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er a bang 


their ſecond parallel, but being on the point # 
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making the aſſault. General Gardanne command - 
ed its garriſon, and the ſiege was conducted under 
the direction of Marſhal Bellegarde. 


GNERAL Kray, was enabled by the defeat of 
Macdonald to convert the blockade of Mantua 
into a regular fiege. By the twenty-third of 
July, the batteries were completed, and a moſt 
tremendous fire opened on the place from one 
hundred and eleven pieces of artillery. The third 
parallel was nearly ready on the twenty-ſeventh, 
and advanced to the glacis; while the garriſon were 
reduced to ſuch a ftate of weakneſs, as to have 
ſcarcely a ſufficient number of eſſective men to 
relieve their poſts. In the night of the twenty- 
ſeventh, they abandoned the hornwork ; and Ge- 
neral Kray, having ſent a ſummons to the com- 
mandant on the day following, availed himſelf of a 
ceflation in the firing to ere, without interrup- 
tion, mortar batteries on that ſpot. At the ſame 
time, he prepared battering redoubts for the third 
parallel; ſo that in caſe the governor ſhould not 
accede to the capitulation offered, a breach might 
be ſoon made, and the fortreſs taken by ſtorm. In 


1799 


Mantua 
ſut render. 


the evening of the twenty - eighth, the governor, 


Foiſſac La Tour, General of divifion, informed 
Marſhal Kray, that he would ſurrender on condi- 
tion the garriſon ſhould be permitted to return to 
France, but not to ſerve till exchanged. He likewiſe 
dlfered, on this being granted, to remain with his 
generals and officers, as priſoners of war, during 
three months, after which they were to be 
7 
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1799. ed to depart on their parole. To avoid all further 
—— cilufion of blood, prevent the deſtruction of the 


city, and, in fine, fave time for future operations, 
General Kray accepted the governor's propoſak. 
A capitulation was accordingly figned on the thir. 
tieth ; and on the ſame day the garriſon, about ten 
thouſand ftrong, marched out of the citadel, kid 
down their arms on the glacis, and proceeded in 
three columns towards the frontiers of France. In 
all the capitulations acceded to by the French gar- 
riſons a clauſe was inſerted, importing that the 
be conſidered, and treated in every reſpect, u 
troops of the French republic; and to this pro- 
| heſitation. 


Tax capture of theſe ſtrong fortreſſes not only 
tended to conſolidate the conqueſt of the north of 
Italy, but enabled Marſhal Suwarrow to blockade 
Tortona more effectually, and reſume offenſive 0- 
perations againſt Moreau. He had been for ſome 
time reduced to an inactive ſtate, both on account 
of the lofles he ſuſtained in his late battles, and 
the diſperſion of his troops in conducting fo ma- 
ny fieges. By the junction of theſe corps with the 
main body, the Marſhal felt himſelf in a condition 
to overwhelm the ſhattered remains of the republi- 
can army. A column under General Kaim was 
detached againft Coni, and another under General 
Melas proceeded in the direction of Savona. At 
the ſame time Suwarrow advanced to Novi, from 
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whence he iſſued a proclamation to the Genoeſe, 
informing them, that the only object of the allies, 
in entering their territory, was to re-eſtabliſh the 
ancient government and religion. 


No effort had been hitherto made by the French 
Directory to ſuccour their troops in Italy; and the 
reader muſt have remarked the extreme impoten- 
cy of all the garriſons in that country, both in 
point of numbers and ſupplies. Deſtitute of pro- 
vifions and clothes, and labouring under privations 
of every kind, the wretched refidue of that once 
puiſſant army ſunk under the fatigue occafioned 
by inceſſant duty. In this exhauſted ftate, they 
had to oppoſe the enemy in the field, and occupy 
numberleſs defiles and mountains along a widely 
extended line. But although vanquiſhed, they 
had on no occaſion given the enemy reaſon to in- 
fer, that they had degenerated from their former 
walour. Their reverſes might juſtly be aſcribed 
to the incapacity of their firſt commander, or the 
onginal paucity of their forces: in fine, they had 
deen unfortunate, but not diſhonoured. 


As if to inſult the lacerated ſenſibility of the prpedition 
people, and to proclaim to mankind the pre-emi- ae >** 
nence of their miſconduct, the Directory planned 
a maritime expedition, devoid of object, and exe- 


er of marine, left Breſt on the twenty-fixth of A- 
pril, with a fleet conſiſting of twenty-five fail of 
tbe line, and a proportionate number of frigates, 
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A favourable wind ſoon carried him within fight 
of Cadiz, where he deſcried, on the fourth of May, 
the Engliſh fleet under Lord Keith. His Lord. 
ſhip, wiſhing rather to meet the enemy under fall, 
than to receive him at anchor with the Spaniſh fleet 
in view, ſtood out to ſea with his ſquadron, confift. 
ing of fifteen fail of the line. Bruix however, al- 
tho' he detached ſome veſſels ta reconnoitre, and 
made a demonſtration of preparing to engage, did 
not attempt to attack the Britiſh, or to effect 
junction with the Spaniards. The hoſtile fleets 
having, on the day following, loft fight of each o- 
ther in a ſtorm, the French paſſed the Straits, and 
reached Toulon on the thirteenth. Lord Keith 
continued on his ſtation until the ninth, when he 
proceeded to Gibraltar Bay, and anchored there 
on the tenth. 


Lonp Bridport with the channel fleet, on finding 
himſelf unable to come up with the French, had 
ſtretched towards the ſouthern coaſt of Ireland ta 
cover it from any -attempt of the enemy. But 
certain intelligence of their route being received, 
Sir Alan Gardner was diſpatched with ſixteen ſhips 
to reinforce Lord Keith, Rear-Admiral Whitſhed 
taving previouſly ſailed to his Lordſhip's aſſiſtance 
with five fail of the line. A Spaniſh ſquadron 
from Ferrel, deſtined to join the French fleet, mil- 
ſed it at ſea, and afterwards took ſhelter at the iſle 
of Aix. Lord Keith left Gibraltar on the eleventh, 
and being joined by Admiral Duckworth with 
five fail of the line from Minorca, reached Toulon 
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anterior to the twenty - third. In the mean time the 1799. 


paſſed the Gut in two diviſions on the fifteenth, and 
a few days afterwards was driven into Carthagena 
by a ſtorm. As there were now in the Mediterranean 
upwards ot a hundred fail of the line, belonging 
to the belligerent nations, and together forming 
the greater propertion of the navy of Europe, man- 
kind fickened with expectation of great events. It 
was regarded as impoſſible, that ſo many fleets could 
be in motion in a narrow fea without meeting. 
Every hour, and every runour ſpread alternate 
pleaſure and alarm , yet all this dreadful note of 


preparations evaporated in air. 


Artes leaving Toulon the French fleet viſited 
the coaſt of Genoa, where its commander had a 
flight communication with General Moreau. It was 
univerſally ſuppoſed, that the Directory would have 
availed themſelves of this favourable moment to 
pour into Italy a liberal reinforcement ; but all the 
plans of the French government were calculated 
only to baffle the common ſenſe of mankind. A 
body of fixteen or twenty thouſand men landed 
at Leghorn, or on the ſhore of the Gulf of Spez- 
da, or, in fine, any where between Savona and Tuſj- 
cany, would have reſtored victory to the republi- 
can ſtandard. From the lofty ſummits of the Ge- 
noeſe Appennines the French troops beheld their 
fleet ſteering along the coaſts ; but neither men 
nor ſupplies were ſent by their ungrateful country. 


Spaniſh fleet, conſiſting of ſeventeen or twenty ſhips, —— 
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1799. Baum now ſhaped his courſe towards Carthage. 
— Na, where he was joined by the Spaniſh fleet; 
and having paſſed the Gut on the eighth of Ju, 
reached Cadiz two days thereafter. The combined 
fleets left that port about the twenty-firft, and en. 
tered Breſt on the thirteenth of Auguſt without 
ſeeing an enemy. Lord Keith was off Genoa on 
the twenty-fifth of June, paſſed the Straits on the 
tweaty-ninth of July in his return, and arrived 
at Torbay on the ſeventeenth of Auguſt. We 
forbear to make any comment on this extraordins. 
ry operation; the road of the ocean is broad, and 
the elements are not under the controul of man. 


Wm the republican troops experienced theſe 
diſaftrous reverſes, the French people beheld with 
indignation the ruin of their armies by the miſcon- 
duct of the government. But before proceeding 
to narrate the political fermentation excited in 
France by theſe events, it will be neceſlary 
to recur to the diplomatic tranſactions at Ra- 
tadt. The commencement of hoſtilities had 
created a kind of ſchiſm in the Germanic bo- 
dy. Several of the northern ſtates, and thoſe 
particularly in the immediate vicinity of France, 
ſhewed a diſpoſition to gegociate. To counteract 
8 this intention, the Imperial plenipotentiary, Count 
Y Metternich; left Raftadt on the twelfth April, hav- 

ing previouſly refuſed to receive a note tranſmitted 
him by the French minifters. At the ſame time, 
the Auſtrian Generals puſhed forward a detach- 
ment to that place, in the vicinity of which their 


MEMOIRS OF EVROPE. 183 


troops committed ſome irregularities againſt the 1799. 
French Legation, and likewiſe inſulted the Pruſſian ——— 


and Daniſh envoys. Several of the deputies, whoſe 
of the French, withdrew ; and as the ſafety of 
thoſe who remained was confidered to be in dan- 
ger, the DireQonal miniſter of Mentz was requeſt- 
ed to make a repreſentation on the ſubject to Co- 
lonel Barbacſy, the Auſtrian commandant at Gernſ- 
bach. In his anſwer that officer regretted the ne- 
ceſſity he was under of placing patroles at Raſtadt 
and in the environs. It was impoſſible, he ſaid, to 
maintenance of the diplomatic body, as his Impe- 
rial Majefty, fince the recal of his plenipotentiary, 
could no longer confider Raſtadt as a place which 
the preſence of a congreſs protected againſt hoſtile 
events, or which was not neceflarily obliged to con- 
form to the laws of war. He concluded however 
with aſſuring the miniſter, that, except in the caſe of 
precautions impoſed by warfare, the Auſtrian ſol 
diers would conſider perſonal inviolability as ſa- 
cred. 


Warns the French army entered Germany, Ge- et te 


neral Jourdan ſhewed the utmoſt reſpect to the 
place where the congreſs was held, the freedom of 
its deliberations, and the ſafety of its members. 
By this conduc, he deprived calumny of every 
pretext; and it 18 deeply to be regretted, that the 
Imperial General did not, for the fame reaſon, en- 
force a ſimilar deference. In conſequence of Bar- 


French mi- 


1799. 


French 
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bacſy's letter, the deputation expreſſed their inten. 
— tion of quitting Raſtadt. The French minifter, 
likewiſe intimated to Baron d' Albini, the Directo. 


rial envoy, their reſolution of leaving the place 
within three days. But wiſhing to give to Germa. 
ny a laſt and fignal proof of the moderation of their 
government and its defire of peace, they added, 
that they would repair to Straſburg, and there wait 


the recommencement of the negociations momen.* 


tarily impeded by military exceſſes, and attend to 
ſuch propofitions of peace as ſhould be made. This 
note alſo contained a proteſtation againſt the in- 


fringement of the rights of nations, which the Im. 


perial troops had committed by acts equally contra- 
ry to the independence of the republic, and ſub- 
verfive of all the principles hitherto practiſed a- 
mong civilized nations. The miniſters farther pro- 
teſted againſt the anſwer of the commandant at 


Gernſbach, which they regarded as the expreſſion 
of the general orders of the AMitrian army. 


In the evening of the twenty-fifth, the couner 


of the French legation, furniſhed with his inſignia 


and a paſſport by the Directorial miniſter, and char- 
ged with diſpatches for Strasburg, was arreſted 
on the road to Seltz between Plittersdorf and Ral- 
tadt by ſome Auftrian huſſars, and conducted to 
the head-quarters of Colonel Barbacſy, after having 
his papers taken from him. On the requifition ct 
rhe French plenipotentiaries, the envoy of Ment: 
in name of the deputation, and the Pruſſian miniſ- 
ters, made application to bave the courier ſet at l: 
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berty and his diſpatches returned, and likewiſe re- 
queſted, that the correipondence of the French miſ- 
fion ſhould not be interrupted during the ſhort ſtay 
of three days fixed for their departure. Barbacſy an- 
ſwered, that he had rendered an account to his 
ſuperiors of the French courier's arreftation, and 
that he could not yield to the views of the Deputa- 
tion until he received further orders. He return- 
ed a ſimilar anſwer to Count Bernftorff, the coun- 
ſellor of the Pruffian Legation, and to the miniſter 
of the Margrave of Baden, whoſe protection the 
French plenipotentiaries had claimed; but all other 
explanation was poſitively refuſed. 


MzeanwaLEt the French miniſters prepared to 
leave Raſtadt at eight in the morning of the twen- 
ty-cighth, and every thing was in a iſtate of readi- 
neſs for their departure. But on weighing circum- 
ſtances, and conſidering that patroles of huſſars 
were continually traverſing the road to Seltz, and 
that they had- on the nineteenth arreſted ſeveral 
German deputies, and among others the miniſter 
of Wartzburg from whom they had taken and de- 
taned his papers, it was impoſſible not to experi- 


fore who had continued at Raſtadt, and ſtill com- 


municated with the French minifters, adviſed them 


to defer their journey ſome hours, or to the next 
day, a reply from Barbacſy to the repreſentations of 
the minifters of Pruſſia, Mentz, and Baden, being 
expected every moment. The French Legation, 


eule of the propriety of waiting the reſult of 
Aa 


ence uneaſineſs. All the diplomatic agents there- 
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1799. theſe ſteps, yielded to this advice. But as no an. 


—— {wer had arrived at eleven in the forenoon, Baron 


D' Albini wrote again to Barbacſy, requeſting from 
him an explicit anſwer to the queſtion, Whether the 
French miniſters who were ready to depart, and 
who were furniſhed with paſſports from him, D'Al- 
bini, were likely to meet with any interruption? 


Ir was hoped the Margrave of Baden's miniſter, 
who was diſpatched with this letter, would return 
to Raſtadt about three or four in the afternoon 
with a reply; but theſe expectations were diſap- 
pointed. Between ſeven and eight in the even- 
ing an officer with a ſquadron of huffars, followed 
by the greater part of the regiment, arrived at 
Raſtadt, and occupied the town and its vicinity. 
The officer then proceeded to the minifterof Ment:, 
and declared in his ColonePFs name, who was too 
buſy to reply in writing, that the French Legation 
might travel in perfect ſafety, and that the period 
cf twenty-four hours was fixed for their departure. 
No anſwer, either written or verbal was received, 
by the Pruſſian Legation from Barbacſy ; but the 
officer delivered a letter from him to the French mi- 
niſters, containing an order to leave Raſtadt. From 
an impulte of national pride and independence, fi- 
milar to that which induced Lord Malmeſbury, on 
the like intimation, to quit Paris and Lifle, the 
French miniſters reſolved to ſet out immediately, and 
would not be perſuaded, that they could not armve 
at the Rhine before night, and that the paſſage of the 
river might then be dangerous. The carriages had 
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been in readineſs during the whole day; and a- 12799. 
bout half an hour after the receipt of the letter —— 


alluded to, the plenipotentiaries departed with their 
ſuite. 


Tux Szekler huſſars who accompanied the officer The mivir- 
that brought the letter, after taking poſſeſſion of and Rober- 
all the gates of the place, intimated that they had ung 


received orders not to allow any perſon belonging 
to the Congreſs to enter or leave the town. But 
plomatic body, no perſon whatever was permitted 
to paſs even the bridge of communication between 
the town and the ſuburbs. The Daniſh minifter 
applied to the Captain for liberty to leave the 
place, but was told that the orders were not to al- 
low any perſon to paſs. When reminded that the 
French miniſters were ſummoned to depart, he re- 
plied, that he was not directed to prevent them ; 
and when application was made for an eſcort, he 
ſaid he could give none as he had no orders to 
that effect, but that the Legation would find no in- 
terruption in their route. At laſt, between nine 
and ten o'clock, the plenipotentiaries began their 
journey, and as the night was dark, torches were 
carried before the carriages. But fcarcely had a 
quarter of an hour elapſed when intelligence ar- 
nved, that the carriages had been attacked by the 
Auſtrian huſſars, and the miniſters murdered. 


As we have annexed to this part of our work 
copies of all the ftate-papers, reſpecting that a- 
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1799. trocious deed, we mult refer the reader to the af. 

fecting memorial of the Pruſſian, Daniſh, and o- 

ther envoys. * Theſe miniſters, jealous of the 

honour of the German nation, and of their reſpec. 

tive ſovereigns, have publiſhed an accurate, impar. 

tial, and diſpaſſionate ſtatement of particulars. To 

poſterity, and to the future hiſtorian, that memoir 

will prove an intereſting and valuable document: 

but the contemporary annaliſt muſt ſuppreſs ani- 
madverſion ; he treads on dangerous ground. 


Tur miniſter Bonnier was dragged out of his 
carriage, and cut in pieces. Roberjot was ſlaugh- 
tered, almoſt in the arms of his wife, with circum- 
ſtances of peculiar atrocity. Jean Debry, after 
being torn from the embraces of his affrighted fa- 
mily, was wounded in ſeveral places, and thrown 
into a ditch. The huſſars, ſuppoſing him dead, 
left him in this mangled condition : but he recover- 
ed ſtrength enough to eſcape into a foreſt, where 
he wandered during the night amidſt rain and 
cold, and in the morning took refuge in the houſe 


— 
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The corps diplomatique left Raſtadt next day: but 
fourteen of the deputies remained at Carlsruhe for ſome 
days, where they drew up conjointly a narrative of the 
tranſaction, that it might be made known in its true light 
to their reſpective courts and to mankind. This memo- 
rial, which was {ent to the Archduke Charles in order to 
obtain ſatĩisfaction, was figned by the miniſters of Prusia, 
Denmark, Hanover, Naſſau, Wetteravia, Francfort, Darm- 
ſtadt, Baden, and Bavaria. See Appendix, No. IV. 
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of the Pruffian miniſter at Raſtadt. Roſenthiel, 1799. 
the ſecretary of Legation, being in the laſt carri- —— 


age, had the good fortune to effect his eſcape thro' 
the gardens in the commencement of the affair. 
He reached the houſe of the miniſter of Baden, 
where he was for ſome time in a ftate of delirium. 
The huffars pillaged the carriages, and ftript the 
miniſters and moſt of their ſuite of the opima po- 
lia ; but no perſon was murdered except the two 
miniſters. The papers of the Legation were carri- 
ed off, conveyed to the Auſtrian commandant, and 
claimed in vain. 


Ox receiving the firſt intelligence of this horrid 
maſſacre, the regal and princely envoys repaired in 
a body to the Auſtrian captain who commanded at 
Raſtadt, and implored him to take every meaſure 
to ſave whoever could be ſaved. Their reiterated 
entreaties were in vain. © Finally,” continue the de- 
putiesin their memorial, paſſing from all confider- 
ations which we ought to have felt, after the treat- 
ment we were obliged to endure, we preſſed, pray - 
ed, and ſupplicated him not to loſe a moment in 
endeavouring to ſave as many lives as he was able, 
and to reſcue the honour of his ſervice. He aſked 
us where the carriages of the miniſters were, and 
required other explanations from us, whom his or- 
ders detained prifoners in the town,---from us, who 


came to him to obtain information, and to learn 
what meaſures he had taken to prevent, if poffible, 
a crime which ſo intimately concerned his own 
honour and that of his ſovereign.” At laft, 


1799 
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after much hefitation and painful delay, Major 
Harrant, miniſter of ſtate to the Margrave of Ba- 
den, was permitted to viſi: the field of carnage in 
the immediate vicinity of the town. He there 
found the carriages ſurrounded by about fifty huſ. 
ſars of Szekler with flambeaus, who were employ. 
ed in conducting them round the town with the 
unfortunate perſons within them, ſtill in a ſtate of 
ſtupor. M. de Harrant informed the huſſats, that 
the carriages muſt be brought into the place : but 
the ſoldiers would not liſten to him, declaring 
that the whole was their booty ; and it was only 
in conſequence of the ſtrongeſt menaces, he ſuc- 
ceeded in making them defiſt from their project. 


Tax diplomatic body, who had hitherto been 
occupied in ameliorating the misfortunes of others, 
became alarmed for their own ſafety and that of 
their families. On the morning of the twenty- 
ninth they diſpatched M. Jordan, fecretary of the 
Pruffian Legation, with a letter to Barbacſy. When 
he arrived at Gernſbach, he ſent notice to the Co- 
lonel that he came not only in the name of the 
Pruſſian miniſters, but of all the Deputation of the 
empire aſſembled at Raſtadt. The reply he receiv- 
ed was, © that the Colonel could not ſpeak to him, 
even though he were come in the name of God the 
tae Father, and God the Son.” But notwithſtand- 
ing this rough language of a ſoldier, and the refu- 
ial to fee M. Jordan, the letter which Barbacſy 
lent by him to the Deputation, was conceived in 
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the ſtyle of a man of honour and bumanity. * 1799. 
On the ſame day, Jean Debry and the reſt of the —— 
French, accompanied by an eſcort of the troops of 
Baden and an Imperial officer with a party of Szek- 
ler huffars, reſumed their journey and arrived in ſafe- 
ty at Strasburg. 


Prixcs Charles wrote a letter to General Maſ- Archduke's 
ſena on the ſecond of May, mentioning the intelli- Maffens. 
gence he had that day received from the officer 
commanding the outpoſts, that the French miniſ- 
ters Bonnier and Roberjot, having croſſed the chain 
of his poſts during the night, were attacked by 
huſſars, and had unfortunately periſhed. The 
circumſtances of that tranſaction were ftill un- 
known to him; but he had in the meantime cauſ- 
ed the commander of the advariced parties to be 
arreſted, and appointed a commiſſion to make the 
cauſe of the accident. He aſſured the French 
General, that if the troops ſhould be found in the 
ſlighteſt degree culpable, he would exact ſignal ſa- 
tisfaction from them, as his orders relative to the 
perſonal ſafety of the French miniſters were preciſe 
and reiterated. * I cannot,” concluded his High- 
neſs, ſufficiently expreſs my regret, that ſuch a 
diſaſter ſhould have happened in the line of my 
advanced poſts. I reſerve to myſelf, General, the 
opportunity of communicating to you without de- 
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1799. lay, the reſult ef the inquiries I ordered to be made 
— the moment the intelligence reached me.” 


An Impenal reſcript of a fimilar tenor was pre. 
ſented to the Diet of Ratiſbon on the eleventh of 
June, forty-three days after the occurrence. His 
Majeſty called on the empire to be on their guard 
againſt the illiberal ſuſpicions, raſh conjectures, 
and licentious fabrications of Journaliſts. He af. 
ſerted, with becoming dignity, his own integrity ; 
expreſſed his deep regret at fo unfortunate and 
atrocious an act of barbarity ; and concluded by 
requeſting the empize to unite with him in inſtitu. 
ting an inquiry, to which propoſition the Diet rea- 
dily affented. * 


How happens it that the reſult of this inveſtiga- 
tion has not yet been communicated to the world? 
Whence comes it that a deed, which will be tranſ- 
mitted to the execration of poſterity, was not ra- 
pidly followed by the moſt exemplary puniſhment 
of a foldiery, who profeſs to be the champions 
of ſocial order and religion? Is the Imperial ca- 
binet callous to its own character, or has it for- 
got that the honcur of its allies, and of the com- 
mon cauſe in which they have engaged, is impli- 
cated in the tranſaction? And you, illuſtrious war- 
rior,---you, who maintain with fo much glory the 
military reputation characteriſing the Houſe of Lor- 
raine,---you whote deeds, whether fortunate or un- 


_ * See Appendix No. IV. 
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ſuccesful, the future hiſtorian will contemplate 
with correſponding ſenfations,---will you ſuffer in 
filence your laurels to be tarniſhed ? And ſhall it 
be aſſerted of you as of Sylla, that you overlooked 
marauding, nay murder, becauſe your foldiers 


would atone for it in battle? In fine, does not 
every motive, ſacred amongſt mankind, imperi- 
ouſly call on you not to ſuffer the fainteſt ſurmiſe 
to remain with contemporaries or poſterity, that 
may tend to ſully the luſtre of your fame ? 


LANGUAGE is inadequate to deſcribe the indigna- procees- 


tion, which the intelligence of this murder excited 


ings of the 
French le- 


in France; and the government did not neglect to giflarure. 


profit by the incident, in order to rouſe the people 
from that ftate of apathy which the defeats of their 
armĩes had produced. A meflage, announcing the 
occurrence, was ſent by the Directory to the two 
Councils, and accompanied with a letter from Jean 
Debry giving the details of it.* When theſe pa- 
pers were read in the Council of Five Hundred, not 
fewer than fifteen members inſcribed their names to 
ſpeak. After ſeveral deſultory and furious harangues 
the Council adopted the following reſolutions on the 
report of Bailleul : 1. That the legiſlative body, in 
the name of the French nation, denounced to all 
governments, and to all juſt men of every country, 
the maſſacre of the French plenipotentiaries for 
the negociation of peace at Raftadt, which was or- 
dered by the cabinet of Vienna, and executed by 
its troops; and the legiſlature configned to the 


3 
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* See Appendix No. IV. 
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1799. valour of the armies the care of exacting ven- 


—— geance for it. 2. That on the eighth of June next 


a funeral ceremony ſhould be obſerved in both 
Councils, in all the cantons of the republic, and 
in the armies, in memory of the citizens Bonnier 
and Roberjot : in the celebration of it, the govern- 
ment, guilty of their aſſaſſination, ſhould be devoted 
to the vengeance of every people, and to the exe. 
cration of poſterity. 3. That the names of the 
conſcripts, who had joined the armies, ſhould be 
diſplayed in the moſt diſtinguiſhed place of each 
canton, and folemnly proclaimed ; while the names 
of thoſe, who had not joined them, ſhould be ex- 
poſed in a ſhameful manner, and not effaced until 
they had ſet out for that purpoſe. 4. That there 
ſhould be placed, in the moſt conſpicuous part, in all 
vate ſchools, the following inſcription :---** On the 
eighth Floreal (28th of April,) in the ſeventh year, 
at nine o'clock at night, the Auſtrian government 
cauſed the French miniſters, who were ſent to 
Raſtadt to negotiate peace, to be aſſaſſinated by 
its troops.” +5. That each of the French armies 
and fleets ſhould have a ftandard with the follow- 
ing inſcrigtion, © Vengeance to the manes of the 
citizens Bonnier and Roberjot, plenipotentianies at 
Raſtadt. The three ſubſequent articles contain- 
ed proviſions for the families of the deceaſed, and d- 
reed that a medal ſhould be firuck to perpetuate 
the remembrance of the decd. 


Even the ſedate wiſdom and rigid decorum of 
the Council of Ancients yielded to the impulſe of 
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the moment. Sentiments of revenge, conceived in 
the moſt impaſſioned language, burſt from ever 
ſpeaker, and the members openly charged Auſtria 
with preconcerting the commiſſion of the crime. 
Some papers were produced giving further de- 
tails of that unfortunate incident, and aſſerting. 
what we hope and believe to be untrue, that the 
Auſtrian huſſars faid they only executed the or- 
ders they had received. A memorial containing 
a narrative of the tranſaction, and addreſſed to all 
Directory. At the ſame time, in their uſual 
manner of availing themſelves of ſucceſs or diſai- 
ter in order to quicken the financial operations of 
the legiſlative body, they took the opportunity to 
tranſmit a meſſage to the Council of Five Hun- 
dred on the inequality of the revenue to meet the 
public expences. 


Tux alleviates the deepeſt ſorrow, and weakens , 
the ſtrongeſt impreſſions. From the aſſaſſination 
of their plenipotentiaries, the French nation turned 
their attention to the miſerable condition of their 
armies. In a report by the committee of finance, 
an alluſion had been made to the depredations on 13 May. 
the revenue. It was ſtated, that in the month of 
Vendemiaire (September and October), and be- 


1799- 


troops were calculated at the rate of 437,000 men 


_ * 


® Sce Appendix Ne. IV. 
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1799- in actual ſervice; without including thoſe in Hollani 
and Egypt; yet to complete the number of 68,000 


cavalry, it was neceflary to purchaſe 40,000 horſe, 
The reporter of the commiſſion added, that they 
would deem themſelves unworthy of the confidence 
of the Council, and guilty of treaſon againſt the na. 
tion, if they did not propoſe to demand of the Di. 
rectory documents, properly detailed, for the pur. 
poſe of diſcovering the authors of ſo many cala. 
mities. After a multiplicity of animadverſions on 
the conduct of the public agents, the Council re- 
folved to fend a meſſage to the Directory, demand. 
ding circumſtantial accounts of the adminiſtration 
"of the ex-miniſter Scherer, of the exaggerated 
ſtatement of the expences of his miniſtry during 
the firſt fix months of the ſeventh year, and of the 
cauſes of the deficiency which exiſted in the nomi- 
nal and actual force of the armies when hoſtilines 
recommenced.* 


_ 


Tuns diſcuſſion was ſuperinduced by a ſpirited addreſs 
to the Council of Ancients from the republicans of Gre- 
noble, who on this occaſion ſet the example to their cou 
trymen. The following paſſages are particularly intereſ· 
ing, as they exhibit an impreflive view of the alarm of the 
French nation at that period. | 


* How heppers it, that the military adminiftrations are wallowing in mo- 
ne, und that the troops are left in a ſtate of ſuch complete privation, thit 
tue con ſeriꝑta, on arriving at Milan, found neither bread to eat nor fray 
r rexoie dn. and were thus provoked to deſert ? How comes it, that thele 
ocd- ſuckess of the people baſe ly fly in a body, with their treaſure, to ſcat 
ter diſazay in the interior ? Whence is it, that one of the Ciſalpine Direc- 
tors aud the Minſter of Fi:ance joined the Imperial troops with the great: 
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Pexnayes in any other country than France, 1799- 


an examination into the failure of military opera- 


tions would have been carefully quaſhed. But a- 
mong that reſtleſs people, a diſaſter is the certain 


— r 3 —— — 
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er part of the pecuniary reſources of the Ciſalpine republic, immediately af- 
ter the enemy had paſſed the Tefino? How happens it, that hirelings of 
the enemy audaciouſly traverſe the territory of the republic to publics our 
defeats, impede the departure of the conſcripts, revive the hepes of the 
that one of the princes of the Houſe of Auſtria will ſoon be on the 
throne of France? And bow bappens it, that fear has repreſſed the en- 


thufiaſm of liberty in the interior of the republic, and left only diſtruſt and 


ie jection in the breaſts of the citizens ? 


of the ſtate of things, than it is poſſible to deriveyſrom the tempeſtuous de- 
bates of the Councils. The citizens of Grenoble, undaunted by the in- 
ſucceſs of their ficit application, preſented a ſecond, which was read in the 
Councils on the tenth of June. 9 as it is explicit 


and particular. 


Grenoble, 5th June. 
LEGISLATORS AND DIRECTORS, 

Is our Grit addreſs we called your attention to the evils of the country, 
and to traitors and dilapidators. Since then we have obtained facts in 
contradiction of the falſehoods and miſtatements of the guilty. We were 
occupied in publithing theſe with their proofs, when the ſucceſs of the ene- 
my forced us to conſider of our perſonal defence,---as it ſeemed we were a- 
bandoned even by ourſelves. — Legiſlators and Directors, this idea is more 


| aflliting to out minds, than the certainty of being ſoon overcome. Haſten 


to remove our painful doubts. Our forces increaſe an kundred-feld ; and if 
we muſt for a moment give ground, the enemy ſhall only penetrate thro” 
heaps of the flain. Already are they maſters of Suza by the retreat 
of General Ledoyon, who has retired to Mount Cenis. Already have par- 
ties penetrated into the Novaraiſe, which confines on Mont Blanc. Gene- 
ral Moreau has only about ten thouſand men to make head againſt an army 
of forty thouſand before him. All his communications are cut off by tte 
ſame number of armed rebels, whoſe ravages are the more to be feared as 
they are directed by fanaticiſm. A courier expedited by that General, 
who has only efcaped deſtruction by marches and countermarches, gives a 
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1799. prelude of an internal convulfion. Impatient af 
— — the remedies which deliberate and provident reaſm 
may ſuggeſt, they ſeek conſolation in change, and 
* ſooth diſappointment by ſanguine expectations at 
the future. New difficulties ariſe, and new vis. 


true account of his poſition. It is tuch, that if it be not ſuccoured beim 
the lapſe of fifteen days by our army in Helvetia. or by other means, hi 
troops will be obliged to lay down their arms, being without proviſions ani 
artillery, 2d having loſt all hope of being joined by the army of Naples, u 
the divifions of Rome and of Tuſcany. 


Tuns are facts; and they are poſitive. We may alſo add, and the 
truth of it is certain, that the citadel of Milan has capitulated: Peſchien 
and Pizzighitone have ſurrendered to the enemy; and the department of 
the Maritime Alps, being in a Kats of ĩnſurrection, cuts off all hopes of re. 
treat from General Moreau. Thus there is no further obſtacle to the ion. 
fion of the French republic, fince the fortreſſes and poſts of the five depart- 
ments of Iſere, Mont Blanc, Leman, the Upper and Lower Alps, are nearly 
ftript of proviſions, military ſtores, arms, artillery, and foldiers. Fruitle 

| have been the precautions of the adminiſtrations and generals of the inte- 
rior, whoſe zeal was fo recently blamed by the miniſter of war, unacquaint- 
ad with the melancholy fituation to which we are reduced. No doubt, 
there are conſcripts; but theſe new defenders not being diſciplined, cloth 
4 ed, equipped, or armed, can eppoſe only a feeble reſiſtance. If theſe admini- 
ſtrations and generals had money at their diſpoſal, they might yet provide 
for the moſt preſſing wants. But without reſources, what can be underts- 
ken,---what can be done? Nothing but acts of deſpair,---of deſpair that 
leads to the moſt dreadful cataſtrophes. 


Tux wounded defenders who have arrived from the army, and the conſcripts 

who are to commence their military career, but who at preſent happen to 

be fick, are left without ſuccour, the hoſpitals being unprovided of every 
thing neceſſary for their comtort. Theſe circumſtanccs, independent of the 
agitation excited by our enemies in the interior, create ſe general a deſ- 
pendency, that there is reaſon to fear an abſolute diſorganization will ſoes | 
be effected Legiſlators and Directors, all you whom we have act 
ceaſed to conſider as the fathers of our country, adopt, at length, the neee - 
ſary means to ſave it. Order every ſpecies of ſacrifice; republicans, do not 
doubt it,——-republicans are ready to acquieſce. Poſtpone all complaints and 
divifiors, for it is not the moment to be occupied in theſe, when the ene: 
my is are our gates. 
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croſs the political ſtage, and evaniſh for ever. It 
was, therefore, to be expected, that the rapid anni- 
hilation of their armies ſhould recoil with increaſ- 
ing force on the government ; and that the cry of 
inquiry, and demand a victim. The public in- 
rer. Reubel, who had vacated by lot his office of 
Director, and been ſucceeded by Sieyes, was accuſed 
of being the patron of that General, and conſe- 
quently implicated in his - In the 
Council of Ancients, the - director repelled 
theſe vague ſuſpicions with greatfiſirmneſs diſclaim- 
ing all acquaintance with Scherer till after his 
firſt return from the army of aly,or any further 
averred, that he had even the General's 
nomination tothe command in Italy on account of 
his advanced age; and concluded with profeſſing 
his readineſs to ſubmit his own conduct to the moſt 


Merlin, and Reveilliere Lepaux, in like manner 
ſure of the predomivant party in the 
that great arena of political gladiators. But it is 
impoſſible to affign a reaſon, why the Director 
Barras, who muſt have participated in their official 
conduct, whether criminal or blameleſs, ſhould 
eſcape even ſuſpicion. — 


— 


than what 


lence enſues ; while, in the eternal routine of tur- 2799. 
bulence and innovation, the great actors fleet a ——— 


— 
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1799- ProTractaD diſcuſſions, relative to the liberty 
— of the preſs, and the reſponſibility of miniſters, oc. 
cupicd for ſome time the attention of the legiſla. 
ture. At laſt, the Council of Five Hundred, 
rouſed by the preſſurt of external and internal 
dangers, ſent a meſſage to the Directory on the 
fifth of June, demanding immediate information 
as to the ſtate of the republic. At the ſame time 
they publiſhed an addreſs to the French nation, 


calculated to revive their enthufiaſm, and animate 


them againſt the perils that threatened their coun- 
try.“ Whether the delay of the Directory, in com- 
—— ————— 
Arne the ions of the French government 
are rendered leſs intereſting by their multiplicity, they 


2117 


of the legillaifffþ bly towards forcign, powers or tend to 
develop the germ of revolutions. 
In their the nation, the Council tated, that 
„ the moment arrived when the repreſentatives of the 
nal, when to conceal their ſentiments would not only be 2 
public misfortune, but a crime againſt the flate z and 
when to addreſs the people had become the moſt urgent 
and moſt facred of duties. Liberty,,' continued they, 
« liberty, which you have acquired at the price of fo much 
ed, and of fo many facrifices, is again threatened ; and 
our common country, ſo long triumphant, is expoſed to 
taly, a republic and victorious under our banners, and 
the ſame country attacked by a favage conqueror. 
Tut ambitious and bloody houſe of Auſtria, thoic 
iogenivus „„ 
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plying with the requeſt of the council, reſulted from 1799. 
difinclination or from ad ventitious cauſes we are un- 


able to aſcertam. But on the 16th, Poulain Grand- 
pre, in name of ſeveral united committees, expreſ- 


have joined to their plans the Porte and Ruſfia. By a mon- 
ſtrous alliance they flatter themſelves, that they ſhall be 
able to divide among them the territory of France. It only 
remains for you to decide, whether you will be freemen or 
flaves, whether you will be Frenchmen or Auſtrians, whe- 


| ther you would preſerve your own property, of become 


yourſelves the property of a barbarous conqueror, who 
would chain you to his dominions, and force you to march 
under his ſtandard. A foreign power makes no diſtinc- 
tion of the different opinions which divigle you ; he con- 
founds you all in one indiſcriminate hatred. To be guilty, 
it is enough that you are Frenchmen, — to make him de- 
firous of your ſpoils, it is enough that you age induſtrious 
or rich. The man whoſe corrupted heart ſecretly wiſhes 
and calls for the aid of a foreign power, would behold, if 
his wiſhes were gratified, the fatal conſequences that muſt 
enſue, his houſe burnt, and bis children killed by barba- 
rans whom he has had the folly to conſider as his deli- 
verers. The object of the new coalition is to revive in 
Earope the ancient barbariſm, to deſtroy all knowledge 
md all republics, to remove from the face of the carth all 
the monuments and inſtitutions which could call great 
objects to our recollection, to baniſh all liberal and genes 
rous ſentiments from our hearts, to recal all our preju- 
dices and ſuperſtition 3 and in the midſt of this gloomy 
night, to aggrandiſe and ſtrengthen two or three ® to 
whom are attac hed an oppreſſive nobility, a ruinous feudal 
ſyſtem, an inquiſitorial treaſury, and all the dreadful train 
« miſery and ſlavery connected with theſe evils. Theafla 
e 
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ſed their anxiety with reſpec to the filence obſer. 
ved by the government on the fituation of the 


country. He propoſed that a ſecond meſſage ſhould 
be ſent, and that the fitting ſhould be declared 


SS... * 


nation of our plenipotentiaries, while negotiating a peace, 
demonſtrates what they would attempt when in hoftility . 
gainſt the people. Would thoſe, who have never reſpected 
the law of nations, pay any regard to the rights of the peo- 
ple? This war then is the eauſe of all Frenchmen; and 
there is not an individual, whatever may be his political o- 
pinion, who muſt not loſe every thing by an invaſion 


which would confound all in one general ruin and ferv- 
tude. 


„ FREXCHMEN ! you who inhabit the Alps, and have 
haſtened to the defence of thofe bulwarks with which nx- 
ture has been pleaſed to cover our country, throw your fe- 
rocious enemies from the ſummit of your mountains. The 
armies may have been ſurpriſed in Italy, but they have not 
been conquered. Directed by another miniſter, commanded 


by ſkilful generals, and reinforced with new warriors who + 


daily increaſe their phalanzes, they will ſoon recover the 
path of victory. But as the interior is the ſource which 
feeds and nouriſhes the army, it is that which muſt be + 
nimated and enlivened. Let the friends of liberty, too 
long proſcribed and purſued by royaliſm, aſſume the at- 
pride of having ſerved their country. Let the purchaſers 
of national domains become ſenfible, that they have no- 
thing to hope from. the interference of a foreign power, 
and that all, which has hitherto ſupported the republic, 
ſtill ſupports it. Let them judge what kings are prepar- 
ing for them, by the ſwords which their troops wave over 
our heads. Let thoſe who are enlightened, instrud their 
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lar reſolution was adopted by the Council of An- 
cients. At ſeven in the evening the Directory 


— 


ſello w- citizens: let thoſe who are energetic communi» 
cate to them a portion of their electric fire. Let him 
who has ſtrength come forward to defend them, and him 
who has wealth to affiſt them. It is in this general dif- 
play of our moral and phyſical faculties, that the enemy 
ſhould recogniſe the French people. Let all thoſe, who 
are deſtined by law to march to the frontiers, obey the 
command : let the cowardly be puniſhed, the taxes paid, 
the royaliſts carefully watched, the diſturbers of the public 
peace reſtrained, and aſſaſſins arreſted and puniſhed. Fi- 
nally, let the government be affiſted, not only with all the 
means duty commands, but alſo with all thoſe which zeal - 
can ſuggeſt. 


— Ir is in vain, that odium is attempted to be thrown 
on pure republicans by the hackneyed and opprobrious e- 
pithets with which they are loaded. The legislative bo- 
dy cannot be deceived by manceuvres, which, by diſcoura- 
ging republicans, and increaſing the courage of royalifts, 
have fo often endangered the republic. That body is not 


| defirous of alimenting the revolutionary paſſions, but of 


exerting the liberal and generous affeftions, and of ma- 
king liberty, not the patrimony of ſome, but the birth- 
right of all Frenchmen. It is the wiſh of your repre- 
ſentatives, that the law ſhould be the right as it is the duty 
of all, and that no one ſhould invoke it in vain or violate 
it with impunity. This year you have beheld with what 
religious reſpect all your choices have been regarded by 


t until it was received. To this propo- 1799. 
fition the Council immediately aſſented, and a fm. ——— 
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1799. tranſmitted a meſſage, intimating that they were 
engaged in drawing up an anſwer which they hop. 


ed to preſent on the 19th. They added, that in 
conſequence of the late meſſage of the Council 


— 


vaniſhed before the great principle, which has every where 
made legal majorities triumph ; and laws ſhall be paſſed 
to prevent the ruinous conſequences of theſe diviſions. 


« NUMEROUs complaints have been made againſt the 
conduct of ſeveral agents of the Directory, accuſed of di. 
lapidation and plunder, as well in the interior, as in the al- 
lied republics. The law will place the guilty under the 
hand of justice, and the Directory will drive away that 
cloud of vultures, who follow the armies, and beſiege all 
the avenues to power. The reſponſibility of the execu- 
tive agents ſhall be organized, the accounts of the miniſ- 
ters ſolemly publiſhed and rigidly ſcrutinized, the moſt ri- 
gorous economy introduced reſpecting the expenditure, 
and the liberty of perſons and opinions ſecured by ſevere 
laws. But the great means of adminiſtering and execut- 
ing theſe laws are in the hands of the Directory. As faith- 
ful obſervers of them, we will never exceed the limits pre- 
ſcribed by our duty; and the Directory, on their part, 
ſhall never exceed theirs. Tyranny begins where powers 
are invaded, or where they accumulate too greatly. The 
liberty and ſecurity of all conſiſt in the balance of theſe 
powers; and it is to cauſes deranging that balance, 
or preventing it from being eſtabliſhed, that faults and re- 
verſes are to be aſcribed. . . Frenchmen l the difficulties 
that ſurround us are great; but the courage of your re- 
preſentatives is greater. They can have no other fear than 
that of not fulfilling their duty, no other paſſion than that 
of ſeeing you free and triumphant ;—they have vowed to 
fare vou or to periſh, and they will keep their word. 
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manent, and that the documents demanded would 
be furniſhed on the morrow. A feeble and unſuc- 
ceſsful attempt was made in the Councils to pro- 
cure an adjournment. At eleven at night, the 
Ancients received a reſolution of the Five-Hundred, 
declaring the nomination of Treilhard to the office 
of Director unconſtitutional and veid, as contrary 
to the 136th article of the conftitution *; and to 
this annulment the Ancients agreed, 


Ox the urch the DireQory tranſmitted an an- ggg 


Hundred, in which they ſtated, that, with regard 
to the external fituation of France, their official du- 
municated, as required by the conſtitution. If the 
republic were menaced by new enemies, of whoſe 
movements it might be requifite to acquamt the 
legiſlature, the neceſſary communications would 
likewiſe be furniſhed. As to its military fituation, 
the greateſt people had experienced reverſes, which 
had always been to them the fignal of more inti- 
wound in the revenues, and the exhauſted ftate of 
the public treaſury, had impeded the diſplay of the 


—— ———— — _ — 


A compter du premier jour de Pan cinquieme de la republique, 
&c. After the firſt day of the filth year of the republic, 
the members of the legislative body ctxtnot be elected 
members of the Directory or miniſters during the continu- 
ance of their legiſlative functions, or duting the firft Fear 
after the expiration of thoſe functions. 


fer to the firſt meſſage of the Council of Five wywas 


266 POLITICAL ANDMILITARY 


na tional force, and the ſucceſs of negotiations, 
Their views, they ſaid, had been ſolely occupied by 
two great objects, the army and the finances ; and 
to theſe objects alſo ought the Council to deter. 
mine to conſecrate all their efforts. They were pre- 
paring the means of completing the armies, ren- 
dering eſſective the materials which compoſed the 
national force, and directing its efforts to uſeful 
purpoſes. Afſlicting as the picture of the diſorders 
in the interior was, the Directory expreſſed their rea- 
dineſs to ſtate to the legiſlature the meaſures they 
judged neceſſary. But they were aſſailed by com- 
plaints and accuſations reſpecting projects calum- 
niouſly aſcribed to them, and informed of menaces 
to which they gave no credit, though reported to 
proceed from the moſt auguſt ſource. To thoſe 
execrable aſſertions the Directory gave the lie, and 
all the members ſolemnly proteſted, that they would 
ſooner periſh than the conſtitution ſhould ſuſtain 
the ſmalleſt injury, or threats be directed a- 
gainſt the inviolable ſecurity of the eſtabliſhed au- 
thorities. In expectation of the details to be com- 
municated in a ſecond meſſage, they requeſted the 
Council to receive this fraternal effuſion with the 
frankneſs and cordiality by which it was dictated ; 
and added, that the enemies of the country were 
awaiting, at this moment of difficulty, a reſult fa- 
vourable to their iniquitous projects; but it would 
de remarkable only for the cloſer junction of the 
two principal branches of the. republican faſces. 


As the language of this meſſage obviouſly re- 
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fleted on the legiſlative body, and indireQaly ac- 1790. 
cuſed them of calumniating the government, it 


threw the Council into a flame. Several members, 
in defending the legiſlature, not only repelled the 
inſinuations of the Directory, but commented with 
great ſeverity on their conduct. A partial or gene- 
ral convulſion now ſeemed inevitable. Soon after 
the receipt of the meſſage, it was announced, that 
Treilhard had given in his reſignation ; and in the 

pg Cee ex-minifler of juflice, wit , 
nated by the Ancients in his ſtead. As a move- 
ſentation, the Council of Five Hundred voted, that 
every individual, or the public authorities, who 
ſhould make an attempt on ii ſafety or liberty of 
the legiſlative body, or any of its members, either 
by giving an order for that or by execut- 
ing it, ſhould be outlawed. the evening, a meſ- 
ſage, figned by Barras, ingjmated to the Council 
the refignation of the Directors Merlin and Reveil- 
liere-Lepeaux. Their letters, which accompanied 
that of Barras, were conceived in the ſame words. 
They began by obſerving, that when an alarming 
ſchiſm threatened the country, thoſe perſons ſhould 
haſten to quit their employments, who by their 
continuance in office oppoſed an obſtacle to har- 
mony, or afforded a pretence for diſcord. It was 
this motive alone, they declared, which induced 
them to refigg their ſtation as members of the Di- 


rectory. No perſonal fear, no ſentiment unwor- 
thy of a generous mind, had dictated that meaſure. 
They would remain in the midft of their families, 


1799- 


— which they pronounced to be free from reproach, 
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ever ready to give an account of their conduct, 


as the motives of it had originated from the moſt 
ardent aſſection for the republic. 


Two men, Roger Ducos and General Moulins, 
hitherto unknown in the hiſtory of the revolution, 
were appointed to ſupply their places. Various 
reſolutions, calculated to curb and narrow the 
authority of the executive power, and to regulate 
the eraſures from the liſts of emigrants, were paſl. 
ed by the Councils. The conſcripts of every claſs 
were declared to be in a ſtate of active ſervice; 
and ordered to be formed into battalions and 
companies. An adgreis to the nation was pub- 
liſhed by the ; and after paſſing a vote for 
raiſing an extraordinary loan of a hundred mil- 
Bons, to be reimburſed by the fale of the nation- 
al domains, they repealed their decree of perma- 
nence. 


' In their addreſs to the French people, the legi- 
ſlative body obſerved, that a ſyſtem had been fol- 
lowed by a majority of the Executive Directory, 
which was the deplorable fruit of want of foreſight, 
of error, and of inexperience. The treaſon of ſe- 
veral agents, and the corruption of others, had ren- 
dered that ſtate of things fl ill worſe, and endan- 
gered the internal and external ſafety of the re- 
public, as well as the ſecurity of the moſt patriotic 
citizens, and the facred principles of the revolution. 
Placed in the firſt rank of the political order, act- 
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ing for the intereſts of the greateſt people in 1799 
the univerſe, and for their republican allies, in 
this dangerous crifis, the Councils paid no con- 
fideration to their own perſonal danger. In the 

midft of the emotions excited by ſuch important 
objects, they regarded only the great and ſublime 
cauſe, which the national confidence had charged 
them with defending, and which they had ſworn to 
fave, or to periſh. A new Directory, inſpired by 
that patriotic courage, which was ever the preſage 
of victory, had been formed; and the reins of 
the ſtate were in the hands of firm republicans. 
« Frenchmen,” continued the Councils © your 
frontiers are threatened with an approaching 
invaſion, and men, money, and arms are ne- 
ceflary to ſave you. When you were oppreſ- 
ſed by a tyrannical government, when the 
tranſports of the pureſt citizens were treated as 
the effution of anarchical conſpiracy, you dreaded 
toexpreſs your zeal. Now that we have ſworn fi- 
delity to you, it is your duty to make the oath of 
victory to us. Go and reinforee our armies that ex- 
pect you, and unite yourſelves to eternal fame. 
Sound the hymns of liberty, form your battalions 
conformable to the law, and let a generous impulſe: 
dire you to the frontiers to avenge the blood of 
our plenipotentiaries. Uſe with zeal and with 
prudence the right of aſſembling, as ſecured by 
the conftitution. Miſtruſt ſtrangers who would 
tempt you to ſtep beyond the line of the law, and 
the reſpe due to the public authority. Vivify our 
Dd 
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1799- republican inſtitutions ? . . they give vigour and 


grandeur to the ſtate; they gradually diſengage 
the human mind from the odious fetters of ſuper. 


ſition, and elevate it to thoſe liberal principles, by 
which energy is increaſed and courage exalted.” In 
the ſame impreflive ſtyle,the Councils cautioned the 
people to be on their guard againſt thoſe who inſti- 
gated citizens to violate the laws, excited re- actions 
or ſtimulated to vengeance. They concluded by 
obſerving, that the legiſlative body had fulfilled its 
duties with zeal and firmneſs, and that it belonged 
to the courage of the French nation to enſure the 

triumph of the republic without, and the reign of 
a a wile liberty within. 


Maxwmlr numberleſs charges of peculation 
were brought forward, particularly againſt General 
Scherer. The financial committees accuſed the 
miniſter Ramel of preſenting falſe calculations, 
and covering embezzlements to an enormous a- 
mount; and to epfurce this charge, a detailed ac- 
count was produced, proving that the grants of 
the legiſlature had exceeded the ſams demanded. 
However conſonant with political prudence the 


plan of equaliſing the annual receipt and expendi- | 


ture may be, it appears to be productive of inſupe- 
rable difficulties during the exiſtence of war. On 
the other hand, the borrowing ſyſtem, by requir- 
ing a ſmaller contribution, preſſes leſs ſeverely on 
the immediate generation, and thus enables a go- 


yernment to protract warfare unneceſſarily. By 


the report of Ramel, the whole ſum requiſite for 
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the current year, including the expence of the con- 
ſcription levies, amounted to twenty-nine millions 
fterling : and when the amount of the impoſts, &c. 
appropriated to meet it was deducted, there remain- 
ed only a deficiency of ſeven millions. During 
the laſt year the expences of Great Britain, altho” 
not then engaged in military operations, exceed- 
ed fifty-two millions, independent of that float- 
ing capital which may be indefinitely increaſed. 
The national income amounted only to about 
twenty-four millions, and thus left a deficien- 
cy of twenty-eight millions. Had Mr Pitt, there- 
fore, ventured to introduce the equalifing ſyſtem, 
the diſtreſs of this country muſt have exceeded the 
limits of human endurance. Britain pays the an- 
nual fam of twenty millions as the intereſt of her 
national debt, while France, being without credit, 
is unable to contract any. The peace eſtabliſh- 
ment of England, by retaining on foot a greater 
military force than heretofore, cannot be lefs than 
twelve millions additional. Thus ſhe incurs a great- 
er annual expence during peace, than France du- 
ring a war carried on againſt the major part of Eu- 


rope. Were we, therefore, to aſſent tothe deduc- 


tion of theoretical reaſoning, which however is not 
unfrequently contradicted by experience, an infe- 


| rence might be drawn prejudicial to the export 


trade of Britain. For the high price of labour, and 
the increaſe of impoſts, muſt inevitably, on the re- 


turn of peace, and the uninterrupted intercourſe of 
nations, prevent the Britiſh merchant from coping 
in the foreign market, with others who do not ex- 
perience the ſame extent of reſtriction. 


1799- 
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Ir is an unprofitable and diſguſting taſk to nar. 


—— Tate the internal convulſions of France, continuaily 


the ſport of parties, whoſe ſucceſſive miſcondyd 
paved the way for new revolutions. The French 
people had become fo habituated to innovation, 
that the removal of mei from the Directorial af. 
fice, men who but a few months before menaced 
the world, ſcarcely excited ſurpriſe. There wa 
no popular movement in their favour, not even an 
expreſſion of indignation ; and the citizers of Pa 
ris contented themſelves with following, each his 
own intereſts and pleaſures. But whatever opi- 
nion may be formed of this acquieſcence, it i 
grateſul to humanity, that theſe political fermen 
tations have become progreſſively leſs ſanguinary, 
The elementary principles of civil diſcord, which 
had been in a quieſcent ftate for the ſhort-lived 
ſpace of two years, were now in motion. French- 
men, who could triumph for liberty in the field, 
were deſtined to degrade it by their domeſtic wol- 
ence; and wary nations, inftructed by the melancho- 
ly experience of a neighbouring ſtate, have leam- 
ed to prefer the calm ot deſpotiſm to the turbu- 
lence of freedom. Happy Britain! your conſtitu- 
tion has now rode out the ftorm. Although 
you may have no eulogy to beſtow on the foreſight 
or prudence of your rulers, and although you may 
<xperience the pecuniary difficulties ever attend- 
ing a ftate of warfare and increaſing impoſts,remem- 
ber that, at a diſtance from the theatre of military 
operations, the din of arms does not diſturb you# 
repoſe, nor an enemy devaſtate your fields. 


END OF PART FIRST. 


APPENDIX. 


———— ——  — — — — 


No. I. 


AnDous impoſes it as a duty to notice the fol- 
lowing letters, ſaid to have been intercept” 
ed by the French, and publiſhed by the Directory 
as a kind of pieces jultificatrves. For their authen- 
ticity we do not vouch : they have been branded 
as forgeries, on account of Sir Horatio Nelſon be- 
ing ſtyled in the firſt Sir Georges and Sir Nelſon 
Nelſon; but this remark is perhaps rather too faſ- 
tidious, for ſuch a miſtake can be regarded only as 
a mere typographical error. In Baron Awervech's 
letter, the Britiſh ambaſſador at the court of Berlin 
is called Sir Sydney, and this appears to form a 
more ſolid ground of ſuſpicion. Lord Elgin. had 
left Berlin, and we know not who occupied his 
ftation at this time ; perhaps no perſon bore a 
public character. Some however have regarded it 
as a decifive proof of forgery, that any ſecret or of- 
tenfible agent of the Britiſh government, who, like 
Awervech, had refided at Berlin, ſhould be fo ig- 
norant as to be unacquainted with the name of 
the Engliſh miniſter at that court. An argument, 
which has been overlooked, might alſo be advan- 
ced againſt theſe letters; there is in them a ſuſpi. 
4 
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cious coincidence of ſentiments and ſtyle. Yet all 
circumſtances confidered, there does not appear to 
have been any neceſſity on the part of the French 
to have recourſe to fabrications, as 
the aggreſſions of Naples, and facts of public noto- 
riety, ſufficiently warranted a declaration of war. 


I. 


PRINCE PIGNATELLI TO THE CHEVALIER PRIOCA, HIS 
| SARDINIAN MAJESTY'S MINISTER. 


Naples, October 2. 

ProviDeNcs is at laſt tired of favouring crimes, 
and the cauſe of kings ſhall no longer be blight- 
ed by the rude hand of capricious fortune... 
The battle of Aboukir is the fignal which ought 
to awaken the energy of Europe, and the Engliſh 
nation enjoys a glory, to which ſome other powers 
might have afpired, had not particular intereſts 
prevailed over the general intereſt of Europe. But 
we may now affert, that Sir H. Nelſon has diſſipa - 
ted the charm, which ſeemed to have ſubjugated 
every country. Even while I write this letter, I 
think I hear a pleaſing mumur circulating over 
Europe, and announcing to its ſeveral ſtates, that 
bute to the downfal of that regicide government, 
which is the ſcourge of kings and the oppreſſor of 
nations. I fhall repeat to you what Sir H. Nelſon 
ſaid to the king my maſter, when his Majeſty deign- 
ed to go on board the Engliſh Admiral: Sire, a 
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revolutionary government is a torrent ſwelled by 


itt 


audacity and crimes ; but when a dyke is oppoſed 
to its inundations, its ſtagnant waters dry up in 
the immenſe meadows it has overflowed ;---it foon 
retires into its ancient bed, and is then no more 
than the feeble ſtream it at firſt appeared.” Yes! 
be aſſured that the French nation has finiſhed its 
chivalrous career, and that the brilliant deſtruction 
of its marine muſt neceffarily produce the decay 
of its continental power. 'The Engliſh have ſet an 
example, which all governments ought to follow;.. 
they have ſtruck the clayey feet of the coloſſus, 
and it totters. 


You may affure his Sardinian Majeſty, that the 
moſt agreeable news have juſt reached us from Ber- 
ln. I cannot however inform you, that this court 
accedes to the coalition; French influence ftill 
reigns there, and the indeciſion of the cabinet of 
Berlin appears to communicate itſelf to that of Vi- 
enna. But great events will, perhaps, determine 
the conduct of theſe two powers, and thoſe decifive 
events are preparing by the vaſt genius of Prince 
Repnin. I need not obſerve to you, that behind 
Prince Repnin we may perceive the powerful em- 
pire of Ruſſia, the Ottoman Porte, and all the 
ftrength of Great Britain. | 


Tux Ruffian ambaſſador has written to the Che- 
| valier Acton, that he has made no impreffion on 
mie mind of Frederic, and that he even renounces 


* 
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the project of detaching the court of Vienna from 
its ſyſtem of timid temporifing ; but that if Naples 
declares herſelf, and you in Piedmont continue 
to dig, in the filence of a prudent circumſpection, the 
grave of the French, he will then anſwer for a great 
revolution in the ſyſtem of Europe, and that, when 
once the campaign commences, it will not terminate 
without producing ſome very unexpected changes. 
Upon the receipt of theſe diſpatches, a council 
was held in the Queen's library. The Chevalier 
Acton, with that logical eloquence, which ts admired 
even by his ſecret enemies, developed all the cir- 
cumſtances, that ſeem to affure ſucceſs to the coali- 
tion. He demonſtrated the value of the triple al- 
lance of the north in protecting us by a maſs of 
power, which might enable us to hazard offenſive 
operations with the moſt perfect ſecurity. © Fire but 
one gun,” ſaid he frequently, and the Congreſs 
at Raſtadt is inftaatly diſſalved: the Imperial and 
German armies are in motion; and if Pruſſia remain 
neuter, at leaſt let her pay dearly for her neutrali- 
ty.” The military poſition of the republicans in 
Lombardy, the Ecclefiaftical States, and Piedmont, 
this miniſter litemſe obſerved, were ſuch as to 
induce bim to rely with the greateſt confidence 
269＋ꝙ—ũ—— 


I am convinced, that I ſhall fulfil the inten- 
tions of the King, my maſter, by affuring you, that 
the deliverance of Italy depends at this moment u- 
pon the intereſt, which his Sardinian majeſty may 
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be inclined to take in the cauſe of his friends. 
Our country may once more become the grave of 
the French nation, if the Piedmonteſe, ſtill brave 
even under the incumbent weight of the fetters 
conſpire, in the ſilence of their ſervitude, the death 
of their tyrants. 


Ws know here, that the members of his Sardi. - 
nian Majeſty's council, who are circumſpect even 
to timidity, revolt with horror at the idea of per- 
jury and aſfaſſination, as if the treaty of alliance, 
which binds his Majeſty to the French govern- 
ment, was a political tie that ought to be reſpect- 
ed. Was not that treaty dictated by the oppreſ- 
five power of the conquerors ?. in cepcluding it, 
did you not yield to the hard neceſſity of the moſt 
unfortunate circumſtances? Such treaties are in- 
juries, which ought to be avenged on the firſt fa- 
vourable opportunity that preſents itſelf. What ! 
while your king is a priſoner in his capital, and 
ſurrounded with bayonets, can the partial maſſacre 
of the ſoldiers of your tyrants be called aſſaſſina- 
tion? Have the weak then no legitimate refour- 
ces againſt oppreſſion? becauſe the enemy has 
bound you in the chains of a diſgraceful peace, is 
it a crime to break them? . According to the max- 
im of the republicans, the only fraternal kiſs, which 
a tyrant ſhould receive from us, ought to be a 
mortal blow directed againſt his boſom ; and to 
ſpeak in the French manner, Brutus ſtabbed Cæſar, 
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while he embraced him, and called him his friend; 
Thu then his Sardinian Majefty, although un- 
armed, without fortreſſes, and ſurrounded with re. 
publican battalions, may till aſpire to the glory of 
delirering Italy. The French troops are diſperſ- 
ed over Piedmont under the faith of treaties : all 
then a-wanting is to rouſe the patriotiſm of the 
Piedmonteſe to ſentiments of the moſt exalted en- 
thufiaſm, and to inculcate that each man ſhould af- 
pire to the honour of extending an enemy at his 
feet. Theſe partial maſſacres will be more decifive 
in behalf of Piedmont than a pitched battle; 
and never will a juſt poſterity ſtigmatiſe, with the 
name of aſſaſſination, the energetic acts of a whole 
people marching over the dead bodies of their op- 
preſſors to the recovery of their liberty. I hope 
that you will make the value of theſe confidera- 
tions be felt in the councils of his Sardinian Majeſ- 
ty, and that they will not be oppoſed in a court, 
which has been fo cruelly rendered the victim of 
republicans, and which the coaleſced powers 
take under their ſpecial protection. 


Believe me to be, with ſentiments, &c. 
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From the ſame to the ſame. 


Naples, October 4. 

Ina finiſhed my letter when the arrival from 
Berlin of Monfieur the Baron D'Awervech, the ſe- 
cret agent of his Britannic Majeſty, induced me 
to delay the departure of the courier, in order to 
inform you of ſome circumſtances very highly in- 
tereſting. 


Tux Baron D' Awervech, one of the moſt active 
diplomatic agents on the continent, and who ſeems 
to multiply bimſelf, that he may be preſent where- 
ever he can ſerve the cauſe which is to unite all 
the princes of Europe againft France, after having 
deen at Carlsruhe, as you know, for the purpoſe of 
holding a converſation with Count Metternich, 
went off to Berlin, there to concert with Prince 
Repnin the means of re- attaching to the coalition 
all the powers who are intereſted. He is now ar- 
rived here; and after the conference I have had 
with him, I cannot but repeat how highly impor - 
liberty of tranſmitting to you. The Baron is to 
write to Monfieur N------, (the emigrant Governor 
of Turin, whoſe name I have forgotten,) defiring 
him at the ſame time to communicate the letter to 
you. You will fee, Count, that fortune muſt ceaſe 


to rebel againſt us, if we have only the courage to 
follow her. 6 
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the vaſt conceptions of the cabinet of St. James, 
is preparing to convert into mournful cypreſs thoſe 
laurels, with which the republicans have covered Ita. 
ly. Our brave Neapolitans, commanded by Gene. 
ral Mack, will firſt ſound the tocſin of deſtruction 
againſt the common enemy ; and from the ſummit 
of the Capitol we will announce to Italy, we will 
announce to Europe, that the moment of action is 
arrived. Then, unfortunate Piedmonteſe, it is for 
you to break the chains you are conſtrained to 
wear, that with them you may overwhelm your 


oppreflors. 


Taz Ligurian and Ciſalpine republics, which 
now appear as political ramparts erected by France 
for her defence and the ſubjugation of Italy, are 
about to be converted into a volcano, that will in- 
gulph their protectors. The demagogic furies al- 
ready rage in the boſom of theſe republics, their 
minds are exaſperated, and the military force is 
become the ſupport of a turbulent faction. Their 
political ſtate every day -wears a new form: the 
French general bas, of his own private authority, de- 
ſtroyed the work of their government by annulling 
their appointments, and replacingthoſe they had dil- 
miſſed. You muſt perceive, Count, of how much 
uſe this confuſion is to us, and how neceſſary it is 
that we ſhould ſeize on fo fortnnate an occaſion to 
offer ourſelves as the avengers of all the diſcon- 
tented, whom ſo many arbitrary acts muſt have 
greatly multiplied. I take the liberty therefore 
of recommending to your particular attention the 
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letter, which you will communicate to M, --- (the 
emigrant whoſe name I have forgotten.) I am, with 


III. 


BARON AWERVECH * ro M. --- GOVERNOR OF TURIN. 


Naples, October 6. 


I arrived here two days ago from Berlin. Prince 
Pignatelli has informed Count Prioca of the happy 
reſult of the negociation. In ſpite of the obſtinate 
neutrality of the King of Pruſſia, and the timid ſteps 
of the Cabinet of Vienna, Prince Repnin will be 
able, by powerful alliances, to ſupport all the prin- 
ces who ſhall be diſpoſed to deliver Europe from 
French influence ; and, the Britiſh Government, 
uniting its efforts with thoſe of Ruſſia, will have the 
glory of giving peace to the continent, fince cer- 
tain powers, detaching themſelves by private trea- 
ties, appear to behold with an incredible apathy 
the ſubjugation of the reft of Europe. They will, 
perhaps, hereafter reproach England forher alliance 
with the ancient enemy of all Chriſtian princes, 
and allowing the interpoſition of Ruſſia in the 
affairs of the continent; but the extraordinary 
circuraſtances, which have taken place, compel 


her to a bold development of her political ſyſtem. 
France is become a coloſſus deſtroying the proper 
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Tims Baron Awervech, the intimate friend of Pitt, is the 
ſecret direQor of his ſpies on the Continent- 
b 
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balance ; it is therefore neceflary to create a power. 
ful counterpoiſe. It muſt be confeſſed, Sir, that no 
power at preſent aſſumes ſo grand a character, as 
that which Great Britain at this moment diſplays; 
her glory will neceſſarily be reflected upon all thoſe 
ſtates, which ſhall be diſpoſed not to partake her 
dangers, but to affociate themſelves with her tri. 
in her cauſe, fince England guarantees to it the 
reſumption of its place among the continental pow- 
ers. If, joining prudent circumſpection to courage 
the moſt determined, it oppoſe to the French le- 
gions, which inundate the country, thoſe partial at- 
tacks to which a people, even the moſt patient, 
feel themſelves incited by a ſentiment of national 
pride when raiſed to fanaticiſm. 


Taz ambaſſador from the Court of London ta 
Berlin has juſt concerted with Prince Repnin a 
meaſure the moſt bold, that modern diploma- 
cy could ſuggeſt in the preſent circumſtances, to 
put an end by force, as it were, to the indeciſion 
of Auſtria. They will cauſe hoſtilities immediate- 
y to be commenced by the court of Naples: a trea- 
ty cf alliance, offenſive and defenſive, concluded be- 
tween theſe two powers, will authoriſe his Sicilian 
Majeſty again to call to his aid the Auſtrian contin- 
gent. 'Thus all Europe will be put in motion, on 
the ſhores of the Boſphorus as on thoſe of the Da- 
nube, and on the banks of the Nieper as on thoſe 
of the Rhine, in order to precipitate themſelves 
en maſſe upon a nation of uſurpers. It is theq 
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that, with a juſt pride, the Thames, mixing itſelf 


with the waves of the ocean, ſhall carry to all 
ed with the olive of peace. 


Wr propoſe war with the more ſecurity, fince 
the enemy is obſtinately inclined to peace: he e- 
ven ſupplicates it as the greateſt favour. The Di- 
rectory, no longer haughty, ſeems to break its iron 
forehead on the ſteps of all the thrones in Europe, 
to delude us with reſpect tothe gigantic aggrandiſe- 
ment of France, and the poverty of its domestic 
reſources. The enemy would thus deceive us as to 
his real power, and perſuade us, that he is actuated 
by a ſpirit of exceſſive moderation; but that govern- 
ment ſhall not make us miſtake the eſſence which 
conftitutes it. We know that the revolutionary 
efferveſcence, which seemed hitherto to have 
formed its principal force, is at laſt exhauſted by 
the continual efforts it has ſo long directed againſt 
the repoſe of Europe. The French government 
no longer regards the Ciſalpine ftate as a rampart, 
which it can oppoſe to foreign attacks: that con- 
queſt even alarms its maſters, by the factious ſpirit, 
with which we aliment the war, and by which we 
neutralize the kind of regular policy they endeavour 
to organize in that country. 


Tus flames of civil war already rage in the pro- 
vinces of Brabant; the Griſons will hold Helvetia 
in check; and the Ciſalpines diſplay a republican 
quackery, but it is by their demagogic turbulence 
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that we ſhall combat them. Prince Repnin has 
informed me, that all the inſtructions, which he 
has ſent to perſonages of the greateſt influence in 
Lombardy, who wiſh to reſcue their country from 
the French yoke, tend to promote the deſtruc- 
tion of republicaniſm by its own follies, in order to 
oppoſe to the influence of the Directory even the 
principles of that liberty, of which it conſtitutes it- 
felf the univerſal apoſtle. You, therefore, ought 
not to have been ſurpriſed at the changes, to which 
we provoked the haughty fpirit of the French Ge- 
neral who commands at Milan ; certain diſputes, 
which took place between him and the ambaſſador 
Trouve, did not eſcape our attention. The di 
plomatic agent withed to modify the political 
inſtitutions of the new republic according to 
that ſpirit of conciliation, which ſeems to have 
been adopted by the French Directory as their 
ſyſtem to confolidate their authority amidft the 
turbulence of faction. But the General, through 
a fentiment of jealous rivalſhip, furrounded him- 
ſelf with all the revolutionary elements, which were 
in a tate of colliſion under the new organization. 
The Jacobin clubs were cloſed, and his palace be- 
came the rallying point for the moſt furious de- 
to protect the principles which were violated, and 
to re-eſtabliſh, in all their plenitude, the rights of 
national ſovereignty. He overturned every thing 
to inoculate, as it were, the Ciſalpine republic with 
the perfection of demagogy : the former magi- 
tracy was reſtored, and the work of the ambaſſ- 


APPENDIX. xiũ. 


dor was not only annihilated, but it was declared, 
in proclamations, to be injurieus to the political 
rights of this fovereign nation under tutelage. 


Taz Ligurian republic is about to feel the fame 
critical convulfion, and the French troops will be 
ſcattered in order to protect this political jumble. 
It is then that Italy will have it in her power to a- 
venge herſelf on her oppreſſors: and it is then the 
brave Piedmonteſe ſoldiers will find the way pre- 
pared for them to unite under the ſtandard of the 
formidable coalition. Such, Sir, is the plan con- 
certed by the vaſt genius of Prince Repnin, and of 
which you now ſee the firſt dawning. You may 
aſſure your court, that Great Britain has not formed 
an alliance with the Emperor of all the Ruffias, 
but for the purpoſe of ſecuring the political exiſt- 
ence of every prince, who fhall find himſelf fur- 
rounded by thoſe revolutionary whirlwinds, which 
have hitherto ſubjected ſo many provinces to the 
n of republican France. 


IV. 


COPY OF A LETTER ADDRESSED TO GENERAL MACK, 
AND INTERCEPTED BY GENERAL CHAMPIONNET. 


October 4, 1798. 


My General, --- I learn from the public papers, 
that the court of Naples, threatened with an inva- 
fion by the French government, has determined 


to oppoſe to it your reputation and talents, and 
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and has therefore appointed you commander of 
the Neapolitan troops. If you arrive in time, the 
kingdom will be ſaved; and if, in the general 
conduct of the war, which appears to be inevitable, 
you obtain the full extent of that confidence which 
all Europe would grant you, its ſalvation will alſo 
be your work. 


Arrxx I parted from you, my general, I returned 
to my native country, as I hadthe honour to inform 
you. I have, therefore, been enabled to obſerve 
the ſituation of France, the ſpirit which prevails 
there, and particularly that which governs the ar- 
mies. 


IAN of opinion, my General, that the informa- 
tion I have obtained; that the connections I have 
formed with men who were the enemies, and who 
have ſince been the victims of the DireQorial tyranny, 
and principally with Pichegru and Willot who 
have eſcaped from Cayenne and returned to Europe, 
where their names, and the parts they ſhall perform, 
will not be without influence; that a long refi- 
dence in Switzerland, which is deftined to become 
the theatre of war, and the moſt important point 
of attack for arreſting the devaſtating progreſs of 
the French armies, hurried forward in ſpite of them- 
ſelves by a government which is the enemy of ſocial 
order ; and finally, that the correſpondence, which 
I have had with men diſtinguiſhed by their know- 
ledge and capacity, may render it poſſible for me 
to prove to you, in an ufeful manner, the long and 
conſtant attachment I have borne you. 
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Norma but a ſentiment that is moſt dear to 
me, nothing but the defire of being near you and 
ſerving again under your command, could deter- 
mine me to leave a tranquil aſylum and a placid 
life for a fituation of trouble and danger. It is 
true, I alſo feel, that, befides the duty which re- 
quires every individual to uſe his efforts for the 
maintenance of civilzed fociety, it was more par- 
ticularly mine to combat fora country which is 
the native land of a great part of my family. Prince 
Vintimille Belmonte, my couſin, to whom 1 have 
written, will have the honour of ſeeing you, and 
will adopt fuch meaſures as you may think pro- 
per; befides, the teſtimonies of friendſhip, which 
you have beſtowed on me, will be the beſt recom- 
mendation I can have with a King and a Queen, 
whoſe remarkable character creates a defire to 
ſerve them. If they will give me the place of 
Colonel or Lieutenant- Colonel in your ftaff, Iwill 
immediately ſet out to join you. The rank I aſk 
may, perhaps, appear to you rather high for an 
old Lieutenant in the Auſtrian army: but 
my relations in Naples can certify, that I was 
formerly in France Colonel-proprictaire of a regi- 
ment, which bore the ſame name with them, and 
conſequently with me. 


I was obliged to leave Switzerland where I re- 
ceived your laſt letter, and to come to Hamburg 
on buſineſs which I had with England; but after 
you ſhall have returned me an anſwer, I can ſpeed- 
ily join you, and ſhall take the route of Vienna. 
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Baron Vincent having ſent me a paſſport for that ci. 
ty, I addreſs this letter to him, in order that it may 
the more certainly reach you. Have the good- 
neſs to tranſmit, through him, the reply you ſhall 
be pleaſed to make me ; he will addreſs it to me 
at the place where I now live, which is at Madame 
the Princeſs of Lorraine's, Altona, near Hamburgh. 


I xxNow not whether Maurice Dietrichenſtein be 
with you: it appears to me fo natural to abandon 
all to follow you, that it is almoſt impoſſible he 
ſhould have ſeparated from you ; for his excellent 
heart is worthy of being exceſſively attached to 
you. If he be with you, and have good news to 
announce to me on your part, I do not doubt 
but that he will write to me directly, to Altona, 
at Madame the Princeſs of Lorraine's. Though 
the way by Vienna be certain, the direct poſt 
may convey your letter to me more ſpeedily. 


Avpizvu, my dear, my reſpectable and adrrirable 
General ; nothing can ever efface from my mind 
the recollection of your kindnefs and your friend- 
ſhip. The want of opportunity only has hither- 
to prevented me from teſtifying the devotion I en- 
tertain for you: may it prove agreeable to you, 
and procure me the means of giving you more con- 
vincing teſtimonies of my attachment. Deign to 
accept the affurances of the reſpec, with which I 
have the honour to be, my General, 
| Your very humble and obedient ſervant, 


ViNTIMILLE DuLUC. 
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Manirzsro of the Executive Directory againſt 
the Kings of Naples and Sardinia, in a meſſage 
to the Council of Five Hundred, 14th Decem- 
ber, 1708. 


Crrizens RaParSENTATIVES, 


Tax Executive Directory, in their ineflage of 
| the fixth inſtant announced to you, that they would 
tHortly tranſmit details manifeſting the long train 
of perfidy, of which the court of Naples has been 
guilty, and which it has now conſummated by an 
audacious attack on the French republic. They 
now alſo lay before you details, proving no lefs 
clearly the hoftile connivance of the court of Turin, 
which, joined to the machinations of the Sicilian mo- 
narch, has rendered neceſſary the propofition made 
to you to declare war againſt the Kings of Na- 
ples and Sardinia. 


Evuncex has long reſounded with accounts of Ne- 
apolitan perfidy, and maſt have been aſtoniſhed 
at the magnanimous moderation of the Executive 
Directory; while the fincere defire of the French 
government to live at peace ,with his Majeſty 
was open and manifeſt. Superior to the juſt 
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fury againſt the republic, the French government 
propoſition for a good underſtanding between the 
two ſtates ; and made no other uſe of the ſuperior. 
ty which victory gave them, than for the purpoſe of 
moderation : in fine, all the advantages of the trea- 
ty were reciprocal, as if the ſucceſſes of the war 
had been equal. This generofity ſhould have for ever 
ſtifled the malevolent diſpoſition of the Neapolitan 
cabinet, and attached it to the republic by ties of 
gratitude as well as of intereſt. But inſtead of 3. 
bandoning its hoſtile prejudices, it embraced with- 
out reſerve all the hopes, to which the idea of the 
deſtruction of the republic gave riſe, and took ad- 
vantage of peace for the ſole purpoſe of concerting 
ſecret hoftility, while France evinced the moſt rigid 
obſervance of the treaty. This contraſt will be 
demonftrated by inconteftable facts. 


Ir would be endleſs to recal to your recollec- 
guiſhed the cabinet of Naples during the continu- 
ance of the war. Since October r795, when the 
republic, putting a ſtop to the progreſs of her vic- 
tories, conſented to grant peace to Naples, by what 
inexplicable conduct has that perfidious court been 
diſtinguiſhed ? When France ſhewed herſelf de- 
termined to overthrow that impious government 
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which cauſed her warriors to be aſſuſſinated, the 
court of Naples, whoſe agents were not ſtrangers 
to theſe crimes, after having in vain attempted to 
itſelf with the ruins of that Rome it 
pretended to reſpect, oppoſed all the refiſtance in 
its power to prevent the eſtabliſhment of a repub- 
lic on the foil, which had become the conquered 
land of liberty. That court increaſed its arma- 
ments, and marched, toward the frontiers, troops 
ready to enter the Roman territory. All theſe 
extraardinary preparations Naples juſtified on fu- 
tile pretences, while ſhe received the diſcontented 
Romans with open arms, :omented the troubles 
ſhe had excited in that ſtate, furniſhed the rebels 
with proviſions and an aſylum, and never ceaſed 
to diſplay the moſt threatning attitude towards the 
new republic. Thus not daring openly to declare 
war againſt France, ſhe ſought to deſtroy in Italy 
all the free ſtates under its protection. The French 
government might doubtleſs have inflited fignal 
vengeance for the countenance publicly grantedto 
the frequent inſurrections formed at Rome againſt 
the French army, as well as for the number of ſpies 
with which our envoy at Naples was furrounded. 
But far from giving way to this juſt ſentiment, the 
Directory did not oppoſe the taking poſſeſſion of 
the Duchy of Benevento, and even offered their 
mediation to liberate his Majeſty from the feudal 
pretenfions which Rome had to his fates. But 
this was not all: they ſent to Naples a new 
ambaſſador, furniſhed with the moſt amicable and 
.conciliatory powers; and at the time when the ar- 
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were anxious to ſatisfy his Majeſty 
cr In ſhort, they 
addreſſed to him the moſt repeated proteftation 
of their unalterable defire to maintain tranquillity 
in Italy; adding, it ts true, a no leſs energetic wiſh, 
that the Roman republic, which had been placed 
by the current of events under the ſpecial protec. 
tion of France, ſhould be allowed to conſolidate 
its political exiſtence. But the defire of friendly 
intercourſe, the voice of reaſon, or the neceſſity 
of peace, could not inſpire that court with fimilar 
ſentiments : every pretence was employed to jul. 
tify her complaints, her threats, and at length her 
numerous infractions of treaty. The French re- 
public replied to the manifeſto of Malta by the 
conqueſt of that ifland : at that moment, the coun 
of Naples, with the moſt ridiculous arrogance, da- 
red to revive its pretenſions to a country, which 
it had governed neither by its Jaws nor by in 
arms ; and the French government did not diſdain 
to reply at length to that abſurd pretenſion, as if 
it could haye been ſupported by the leaft appear- 
ance of reaſon. From the moment of figning 
peace, all the adts, as well public as private, of thi 
court have been diftinguiſhed for perfidy and ha- 
tred towards the French. The treaty was ſigned; 
dut the court forbore to publiſh it from motives 
of reſpe for the courts of London and Vienm. 
The ſeventh article promiſed liberty to all the 
French who were detained for political opin- 


ons, and to all the impriſoned Neapolitan fuſpedhs 
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deen executed, the ſenſe of which is by no means 


ambiguous ? Forty days after the concluſion of the 
treaty, the Engliſh had ſeven frigates in the port 
of Naples : on the twenty-ſeventh July, the four- 
teen veſſels of Admiral Nelſon's fleet entered the 
ports of Auguſta and Syracuſe ; and in whatever 
manner the article may be interpreted, it is obvi- 
ous that this was an infraction of it. The govern- 
ment of Naples thought themſelves obliged to juſ- 
tify the proceeding, by repreſenting that it was not 
in their power to reſiſt force ; a contemptible ſub. 
terfuge, for it did not even atiempt reſiſtance, and 
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the ſenate of Syracuſe received the Engliſh Admi. 
ral with honours. About the ſame period, (4th 
Auguft,) five Portugueſe ſhips of war, and three 
into the port of Naples. With reſpec to the fur. 
niſhing of articles forbidden by the treaty, was 
it not notorious, that immediately after the conclu. 
fion of the peace, when the French attempted to 
prevent the Engliſh from getting proviſions, the 
Neapolitan government gave orders to the gover- 
nor of Orbitello to hinder them from paſſing, while 
he ſuffered a conſiderable corps of emigrants, who 
were in the ſervice of England, to be diſembarked? 
Was it not notorious, that the fleet of Admiral Nel- 
fon was firſt victualled in the ports of Sicily, 
and that on its return to Naples it received, 
from the arſenal of the King, the ſtores of which it 
ſtood in need? Woas it not notorious, that long 
before this period, when the whole of the Engliſh 
fleet on the ſeventeenth of June appeared before 
Naples, a brig anchored in the port, and two Bri- 
tiſh officers had a converſation with General Acton 
and the Queen, in order to ſecure whatever might 
be neceſſary to the ſucceſs of the attack upon the 
French fleet; that in addition to the affiftance 
and affurances they received, pilots were alſo fur- 
niſhed to clear the Streights of Meſſina, a paſſage 
which no ſquadron, without fuch aid, would have 
ventured to attempt, and in conſequence of 
which they hoped to be able to cut off the French 
fleet, which was ſuppoſed to be then at Mal- 


ta? In a word, was it not apparent, that nothing, 
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likely to prove injurious to France, had been refuſed 
by the court of Naples to the implacable enemies 
of the republic ? 


Ir, in addition to this, the conduct be confidered 
which Naples had directly manifeſted towards her; 
if it be recollected, that, in ſpite of the fourth ar- 
ticle of the treaty which ſtipulates, that the 
King of Naples ſhall be bound to grant, in his 
roads and ports, ſurety and protection to all French 
merchant ſhips however numerous, and to all ſhips 
of war which ſhall not exceed four,” when ſome of 
the convoy of the French fleet were obliged to 
anchor in the roads of Sicily, commotions, evident- 
ly excited by the government of Naples, broke out 
at Trapani, at Gergoati, and at Meffina, in which 
ſeveral of the French ſoldiers who went on ſhore 
vere aſſaſſinated: if it be recollected, that fince 
Malta had been in the poſſeſſion of the French, 
the Malteſe boats, which came as uſual to take in 
proviſions in Sicily, were prevented, the gates ſhut 
againſt them, and thoſe on board repulſed with 
fire-arms ; that the plan of ſurpriſing Malta, while 
it remained in the hands of the French, was not e- 
ven diſſembled by the Neapolitan government, and 
that a Malteſe bark, which was carrying French 
commiſfaries ſent to the Viceroy of Sicily, having 
been forced by an Engliſh ſhallop to take refuge 
at Alciata, the crew, on landing, were immediately 
purſued with muſquetry by the Sicilians, and forc- 
ed to reimbark, when the veſſel was immediately 
taken by the Engliſh, without the Neapolitan go- 
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vernment making the ſmalleſt repreſentation to 
cauſe the neutrality to be reſpected: if it be add. 
ed, that on another occaſion one of the French 
corſairs having been carried off by force in the 
port of Barratto, the governor of that place did not 
condeſcend to take any meaſures to prevent ſuch 
an attack upon the ſovereignty of the King of the 
Two Sicilies ; and in ſhort, that ſuch is the hoſtile 
delirium and hatred of his Majeſty towards the 
Freach and their allies, that in contempt of all the 
ties which ſhould bind him to the King of Spain, 
he has had the imprudence to receive in his ports 
a Spaniſh prize taken by the Engliſh: if we alſo 
recollect the inconceivable joy which was mani- 
ſeſted at Naples on the fight of the Engliſh fleet, 
the public honours laviſhed on Admiral Nelſon by 
the court itſelf on going out to welcome him, hs 
triumpbant entry, the large reward granted to the 
meſſenger who brought the firſt account of his vic- 
tory, and the illuminations and rejoicings which 
took place on the occaſion : if it be remembered, 
that fince the period of this victory the audacity of 
the Neapolitan government has known no bounds; 
that lately an unreſtrained populace broke the 
windows of the French Conſul at Naples, without 
the Neapolitan government having taken any 
meaſures to repreſs ſuch an inſult ; that the late 
ſedition at Malta was openly ſeconded by Naples; 
that the markets, and all the public places re- 
ſounded with the moſt terrible invectives againſt 
us; that all, who were inclined to encourage peace 
with France, were perſecuted with the moft acri- 


APPENDINYX. — 


monious rage; and that at length a barbarous or- 
der was iſſued by the King of Naples,menacing with 
death whoeverſhould carry proviſions to the French 
at Malta: if all theſe circumftances be confidered, 
it muſt be allowed, that more hoftile ſentiments 
never were manifeſted than on one fide, nor more 
patience ſhewn than on the other. 


as long as poſfible the moment, in which it was to 
wreak the vengeance of the nation. To them it 
was made clear to demonftration, that the court of 
Naples did not confine its hoſtility againft the re- 
public to complaints, menaces, or fury. AF 
ter having ſhewn the moſt hoſtile diſpoſition for a 
long time poſterior to the concluſion of peace, it 
had at laſt been at open hoſtility, and laviſhed fuc- 
cours of all kindson our moſt cruel enemy. In ſhort, 
it had become the ally of Great Britain, and as 
uſeful to that power as prejudicial to us; and yet 
the French government, faithful to its defire of pre- 
ſerving peace even with Naples, was willing to hope 
that there was yet a poſſibility of repentance. But 
this honourable illuſion was diffipated by the Nea- 
politan government, which has now completed its 
long train of perjuries. It has dared to attack ſud- 


denly the French army, and to accompany this 


republican energy, ſo long confined, will now burſt | 


forth with the ſtrength of thunder. This court 
too long time fpared, and imitating the illegal 
conduct of theſBritiſh government, has dared to be 
' guilty of violating the laws of peace without ha- 
a 


Tux Executive Directory, however, poſtponed | 


ty, . : 
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ving the courage to declare war; but it will at 
length receive the reward of its demerits. 


Bur it is alſo neceſſary, that thoſe, who have 
ſhewn themſelves its accomplices, ſhould experi 
ence its fate. The Sardinian government has 
been the affociate of its perfidies, and a fimilar fate 
awaits it: its guilt, as an accomplice with Naples, 
is manifeſt from a thouſand circumſtances ; its ſen- 
timents, its language, and even its actions, in pro- 
portion to its means, have been the fame, and its 
artifice and hy pocriſy exactly reſemble thoſe of Na- 
ples. It would be difficult to account for its re- 
cent conduct towards France, if hiſtory did not, in 
all ages, manifeſt the cunning and verſatile politics 
of that court, conſtantly occupied in fomenting war 
among its neighbcurs, in taking a part in all the 
wars of Italy, in ſhamefully deſerting its allies, in 
conſtantly joining that fide which appeared to be 
the ſtrongeſt in order to oppreſs the weak, in gra- 
tifying its revenge or ambition, and in offering for 
ſale its ſupport to whoever was inclined to purchaſe 
it, Independently of every other cauſe of com- 
plaint, who would believe that the treaty, which 
we have concluded with the court of Turin, 
and which they ought to have confidered as a ſig- 
nal favour, has not yet been publiſhed in the ſtates 
of the King of Sardinia ? The agents of the repub- 
lic have in vain requeſted that this might be done: 
the reſiſtance has been invincible, and the moſt fu- 
tile reaicns have been aſſigned as a pretence for de- 
lay, or rather for refuſal. In fact, the Sardinian 
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court has never ceaſed to make war in every way, 
which its imbecility and cowardice ſuffered it to 
put into execution. Our moſt cruel enemies, the 
emigrants and refractory prieſts, have conſtantly 
met with a welcome reception in its dominions, 
where they have been ſuffered to give free vent to 
their hatred, and to the expreſſion of their barba- 
rous wiſhes againſt the republic; while they 
have been allowed to excite the people againſt the 
French by the moſt atrocious calumnies. This is 
not all; from the moment in which peace was 
figned, the French, almoſt under the eye of their 
ambaſſador, have been aſſaſſinated in cold blood, 
and that chiefly by the regular troops. Theſe aſ- 
ſaſſinations have been committed almoſt daily, and 
the number of them is dreadful, when the total a- 
mount ſhall be known. Some have fallen by 
the ſtiletto, and ſome have been mutilated in 
the moſt dreadful manner. . A volunteer of the 
68th demi-brigade was buried alive, after having 
been barbarouſly wounded: he was ſeen coming 
alive out of the grave in which he had been buried, 
and was deſtined to eſcape to afford a proof of this 
horrible cruelty. The agents of the French re- 
public have expreſſed in its name the moſt energe- 
nic indignation ; but they have been unable to pre- 
vent theſe crimes from paſſing unnoticed or un- 
puniſhed. Some banditti, enrolled under the name 
of Barbets, whoſe buſineſs is to rob and pillage, 
but whole amuſement is to kill republicans, far 
from being diperſed by the public authority, appear 
to have been encouraged by it, and their thefts on 


viii. ArPENDIX. 


the Piedmonteſe were forgiven in conſideration of 
their murder of the French. On this ſubje&t a 
long negotiation was entered into, which was confi. 
dered by the Sardinian government as a public cala. 
mity, and the object of which was not to obtain the 
Tos penned pon that conan; but the Sardi- 
nian government was unwilling to obtain tranquil- 
lity at that price, and would not conſent to iſſue a 
law againft filettos and concealed arms, fo fearful 
were they that the French ſhould, by any means, 
be ſecure in their ſtates. During the courſe of 
the negotiation, and in ſpite of the formal promiſe 
to ſuſpend a proceeding in which the moſt ſerious 
paſſions were manifeſted, ſeveral Frenchmen, who 
were implicated in an unhappy affair, were ſhot 
without pity. Beſides theſe enrolled banditti, the 
Duke d' Acſt, a monſter, the brother of the King, 
and heir to the throne, like another Qld Man of the 
Mountain, never ceaſed to keep, under his orders 
and in his pay, a band of cut-throats, to whom he 
iffacd directions to aſſaſſinate ſuch and ſuch a 
Frenchman ; and theſe orders were but too faith- 
fully executed. | 


Ir is in vain to ſuppoſe that all theſe crimes wen 
not imputable to the Sardinian government, fince 
the whole of its conduct has proved that it was pri- 
vy to every one of them. The principal places in 
Piedmont were occupied by French troops, for 
whom no proviſions could be obtained: the friends 
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of the republic were conſtantly thrown into priſon, 
Frenchmen were inſulted, and even theirdreſs was 
turned into deriſion. The emigrants were encoura- 
ged in their audacity, the public officers who were 
moſt diſtinguiſhed fortheir hatred towards theFrench 
chiefly promoted, the Barbets protected even open- 
ly by the chief magiſtrates, and a vaſt number of 
poniards forged and diſtributed : in fine, the moſt 
dreadful plots againſt the French were planned and 
ready to be carried into execution. From an interro- 
gatory exhibited to one of the chiefs af the Barbets 
it appears, that a perſon who was employed in the 
cuſtom-houſe at Turin, and who was commiſſion- 
ed to pay the banditti, had received orders from 
the Sardinian government to diftribute among their 
chiefs boxes of poiſon, which were to be thrown 
into the wells lying neareſt to the French camp. 


It is evident, that there exiſts the moſt intimate 
connection between the conduct of this govern- 
ment and the court of Naples in their hoftility to 
the French republic. This connection, maintain- . 
ed and ſupported by ſo many crimes, would alone 
be ſufficient to implicate the court of Turin in the 
guilt of the other. But a ſtronger additional 
proof ariſes from the circumſtance of the prepa- 
rations for war being increaſed at Turin, in 
proportion as thoſe at Naples were multi- 
plied. The militia in the former place were call- 
ed forth, and thirty thouſand ſtand of arms deli- 


vered to them: the Piedmonteſe troops marched 


towards Loano and Oncilla, at the very moment 
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in which the Neapolitan army attacked the French 
troops in the territory of the Roinan republic, in 
which fix thouſand Neapolitans diſembarked at 
Leghorn, and in which a new diſembarkation 
was threatened on the coaſt of Liguria. It was 
at the ſame moment that the order to march on 
the firſt ſignal was given, that Turin was filled with 
buted, that the citadel was nearly beſieged, that 
the heights which command it were furniſhed 
with an extraordinary number of cannon, and that 
the Sardinian government dared to require the e- 
vacuation of the citadel and the diminution of our 
troops in Piedmont. In this ſituation of affairs, it 
was impoſſible for the French government to ſe- 
parate two courts, ſo obviouſly hoſtile, and united 
againſt the French republic. But the Directory 
declare folemnly to Europe, that whatever may 
be the reſult of this war, no ambitious views ſhall 
intermeddle in the purity of the motives, which 
have induced them to take up arms; and they 
declare to all governments guiltleſs of the perfidy 
of the Neapolitans, that the treaties binding them 
ſhall never have been more faithfully obſerved in 
times paſt, than they ſhall be in times to come. 


La RevEiilitxs LerAux. 


XXX. 


MANIFESTO OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC; 


OR, 


Messace of the Directory to the Councils, ftating 
the reaſons of France for declaring War againft 
the Emperor of Germany and the Grand-Duke 
of Tuſcany. 


Crrizens REPRESENTATIVES, 


WraTEver may have been the magnitude of 
the events that have occurred fince the conclu- 
fion of the treaty of Campo-Formio, we ſtill che- 
riſh the remembrance of thoſe which preceded it. 
We have not forgotten, that it was after five years 
of triumphs, and at the moment when the French 
armies were only thirty leagues from Vienna, that 
the Republic conſented to ſuſpend the progreſs of 
bliſhment of peace tb the ſacceſs of further efforts. 
It will alſo be recollected, that when the treaty 
was concluded, the moderation of the conqueror 
appeared ſo great that it required in ſome meaſure 
an apology. Could we have foreſeen, that this 
compact, in which power ſhewed itſelf ſo indulgent, 
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and in which the moſt liberal compenfation ought 
to have filenced all regret, ſo far from attaining 
the promiſed ftability, would have been, from the 
beginning, only thedeceptive pledge ofan ephemer- 
al reconciliation; and that the infractions, it was fo 
foon to experience, ſhould come from a ſtate, which 
was indebted to that compact for an ample in- 
demnification for the loſſes it had experienced by 
the war! What a ftrange contraſt! Whilſt the 
Republic with unremitting care fulfilled every fti- 
pulation of a treaty, which was proportioned neither 
to her ſucceſſes, nor to the legitimate revenge ſhe 
was entitled to claim for the plans of deſtruction 
formed and purſued againſt her; Auſtria, inſtead 
of ſhewing herſelf ſatisfied with a pacification that 
had ſaved her from the greateſt misfortunes, ap- 
peared to be occupied only with deteriorating or 
entirely deſtroying a compact to which ſhe owed 
her ſalvation. 


Anmonc the violations of the treaty which that 
power has been guilty of, ſome are fo manifeſt, that 
they have already excited the ſurpriſe of Europe, 
and the indignation of republicans. Others, altho' 
leſs public, or leſs obvious, have not however been 
lefs hoſtile ; and the Directory can no longer defer 
painting out to the legiſlature the circumſtances, 
which have marked the conduct of the Auſtrian 
cabinet; a conduct truly hoftile and invaſive of the 
ſtate of peace. But no effort or example has been 
able to bring back that court to the obſervance of 


plighted engagements. 
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Ar the period of concluding the treaty of Cam- 
po-Formio, it was reciprocally ſtipulated by an ad- 
ditional act that all that part of the German 
territory, which extended from the Tyrol and 
the frontier of the Auſtrian fates to the left bank 
of the Main, ſhould be evacuated at the ſame time 
by the French and Imperial troops, with the ex- 
ception of Kehl which was to remain with the re- 
public. A convention ſtill more particular, con- 
cluded and figned at Raftadt on the firſt Decem- 
ber 1797, renewed that engagement, and marked 
a fixed term for its execution. On the part of the 
republic, that execution was prompt and entire : on 
the part of Auſtria it was deferred and eluded, and 
is not yet obtained. In Philipſburg the Emperor 
has kept a garriſon and magazines, notwith- 
ſtanding the pretexts employed to cover them ; 
and in Ulm and Ingolſtadt he has not ceaſed to 
keep troops, and an Etat-Major prepared to receive 
more. All the poſts in Bavaria have remained at 
his diſpoſal, and fo far from that duchy having been 
_ evacuated, acrording to the terms of the treaty, 
we find, that it at preſent contains one hundred 
thouſand Auftrians deftined at once to reſume hoſ- 
tilities againft the republic, and to ſecure a coun- 
try ſo long coveted by the court of Vienna. If 
that court had ever intended to ſhew itſelf 
faithful to the treaty, the firſt effect of ſuch a diſ- 
poſition would doubtleſs have been to preſs the re- 
ciprocal eſtabliſhment of the reſpective legations. 
But fo far from Auſtria having entertained a wiſh 


of taking any ſtep toward tha: object, the Directo- 


P 
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ry learned with ſurpriſe, that, at Vienna, the ple. 
nipotentiaries, ſent on both fides to the congreſs of 
Raftadt, were conſidered as ſufficient to keep up a 
communication between the two ftates, and that 
the treaty of Campo-Formio was to receive ulteri. 
or developments by the peace with the Empire, 
before the habitual relations of a perfe& under. 
ſtanding could be entirely eſtabliſhed. So cold an 
interpretation of the treaty, and ſo formal a diſtance 
did not preſage that it would be long reſpected. 


In the mean time, a government, whoſe exiſt- 
ence atteſted alſo the moderation of the republic, 
dared to provoke anew her vengeance by the moſt 
and Rome acquired liberty. But the Directory, 
foreſeeing that certain perſons would not fail to a- 
larm the Imperial court, and give to the moſt juſt 
repriſals the aſpect of ambitious aggrefſion, thought 
proper to wave all confiderations of etiquette. They 
ſent to Vienna the citzzen Bernadotte, as am- 
baſſador from the French republic, to declare that 
the deſtruction of the pontifical government at 
Rome would make no change in the limitation of 
the ſtates of Italy, and that the exiſting and ac- 
knowledged republics would not be increaſed by 
any part of the Roman territory. This left the 


treaty of Campo Formio in all its integrity, ſince, 
by fixing the extent of the Ciſalpine republic, that 
treaty could not foreſee or prevent the conſequen- 
ces of future events, which might change the form 
of other ſtates of Italy on account of their own 28 
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greſſions. But the ambaſſador of the republic was 
received at Vienna with coldneſs: and this mark 
of eager lincerity, this miſfion of an agent inveſted 
with the moſt auguſt character, was not returned. 


Soon afterwards an event, leſs injurious by 
the circumſtances accompanying it than by the 
impunity it obtained, manifeſted the ſecret ſenti- 
ments of the court of Vienna.“ I, at the firſt 
news of this event, the Directory had not 
had ſome foundation for ſeeing in it only the 
work of two courts eager to revive the war 
upon the continent; if they could have believ- 
ed that the Emperor was acquainted with the 
plot fabricated under his eyes, they would not 
have heſitated a moment to incite the national 
vengeance againſt fo outrageous a violation of the 
ſtate of peace and the rights of nations, which had 
been fo religiouſly reſpected by the republic, even 
in the midſt of the moſt violent ſtorms of the revo- 
lution. But it was poſſible, that the cabinets of 
London and Petersburg might have prepared and 
directed by their agents a tumult, neither known 
nor approved by the Emperor. The expreffions 
of regret conveyed, in the firſt moments after the 
occurrence, by M. De Coloredo to the ambaſſador 
of the republic, and the announced appointment 
of M. Degelmann to Paris, were motives for think- 
ing that the Imperial court would haſten to inveſ- 


Tus alludes to Bernadotte leaving Vienna, in conſe- 
quence of a tumult. 
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tigate and puniſh an attack, whoſe exiſtence it ac. 
knowledged, and of which it feared to appear the 
accomplice. When it was alſo known, that the 
miniſter, who was accuſed of having ſeconded the 
fury of England and Ruſſia, had reſigned his place 
to the Count de Cobentzel, and that the latter waz 
to proceed to Seltz, to make reparation, the Di- 
rectory could not repent having occafioned theſe 
conferences. They ſhewed themſelves leſs ready to 
yield to the firſt impulſe of a legitimate reſentment, 
than eager to remove by mutual explanation, every 
thing that might oppoſe the eſtabliſhment ofthe moſt 
perfect harmony. Such was their defire to produce 
concthation, that the envoy-extraordinary of the re- 
public was definitively inſtructed to content him- 
ſelf in reparation for the event at Vienna on the 
roth of April, with a fimple diſavowal, and a decla- 
ration that endeavours would be made to diſcover 
the guilty. But ſcarcely had the conferences beeno- 
pened at Seltz, when the Imperial court altered its 
tone and its conduct: Baron Degelmann did not pro- 
ceed to Paris; M. de Thugut returned to the mi- 
niſtry ;---and the inveſtigation, which had been 
commenced, remained unavailing and ineffectual. 
The Count de Cobentzel, inſtead of offering or 
giving the reparation which was the princi- 
pal object of his miſſion, affected to direct the dif- 
cuſſion to other points. He concluded by dechn- 
ing all ſatisfaction, even that with which the re- 
public would have contented herſelf, when he was 
convinced that the Directory would not licten to the 
infenuation, by which the court of Vienna wished 
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render ber, in the midst even of peace, 2 — 
in the 1trangest ſpoliations. 


Tu negociators ſeparated, and ſoon afterwards 
the perſon, who had been ſent to Seltz by his Im- 
perial majeſty to make profuſe and vain proteſta. 
tions of peace, received a miſſion to Berlin and Pe- 
terſburg, there to connect himſelf with the incite- 
ments of the Britiſh government to revive the war. 
Nothing but a profound love of peace could have 
prevented the Directory from yielding to the evi- 
dence of a hoſtile diſpoſition on the part of Auſtria, 
and induced them to forbear reſenting its provoca- 
tions. They ſaw that at Raſtadt, fromthe very open- 
ing of the congreſs, the Imperial plenipotentiary 
and the miniſter of Auſtria had inceſſantly ſhewn 
themſelves adverſe to all the propoſitions of the re- 
public, and to all thoſe which might lead to a de- 
ſo knew the difficulties made at Vienna to the ac- 
knowledgment of the Cifalpine miniſter ; a cir- 
cumſtance calculated to bring in queſtion points 
decided by the treaty of Campo-Formio. They 
were informed, that (whatever might be their per- 
ſonal opinion of the Emperor), the Auſtrian cabi- 
net influenced more than ever by England, gave 
to the cabinet of Naples a confidence which led it 
into the moſt extravagant meaſures ; directed, in a 
more ſecret manner, Piedmont which a ſhort time 
before it had devoted to diſmemberment ; and en- 
deavoured to detach from its neutrality the Pruſſian 
government, which Auſtria wiſhed to arm againft 
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France, after having endeavoured to arm France a. 
gainſt Pruſſia. 


Wnar motives for abjuring a treaty not ac. 
knowledged, violated by Auſtria, and which 
ceaſed to be binding on the republic ! But the 
patience and reſolution of the DireQtory had yet 
to ſhew themſelves ſuperior even to a more direct 
provocation. At the moment when ſome factious 
perſons, who had uſurped the power in the Griſon 
league, teſtified uncafineſs on account of the vici- 
nity of a French army, and the projects which they 
pretended were formed againſt their independence 
and neutrality, affecting at the ſame time a perſect 
ſecurity with reſpect to Auſtria, from whom they 
faid they had received the moſt encouraging pro- 
teſtations, the Directory thought proper to make 
known to the inhabitants, that their territory 
would be reſpected by France, fo long as it ſhould 
be reſpected by Auſtria. A few months only 
had elapſed after this declaration, when a corps of 
Auſtrian troops invaded the country of the Gri- 
ſons, and eftabliſhed themſelves there. The hol- 
tile nature of that invaſion, and the ſecret machi- 
nations included in it, did not eſcape the Ex- 
ecutive Directory. It was evident, that Auſtria 
was thus preparing the means of diſturbing Helve- 
tia, of making an irruption into the Ciſalpine re- 
public, and of giving, at the decifive moment, her 
aid to the King of Piedmont in an attempt con- 
certed with him, to deprive the French of every 
poſſible means of retreat, who were to be attacked 
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by one hundred thouſand Neapolitans, and whom 
theſe courts dared to ſuppoſe conquered. The 
Directory were not ignorant of theſe perfidious 
combinations, bat they ſtill avoided regarding them 
as a formal aggreſſion. It was not until the mo- 
ment in which the premature attack of the King 
of the Two Sicilies opened a new war, that the 
Directory having full proof of the King of Sardinia 
being an accomplice, and wiſhing to turn afide the 
eſſect of it, ſeized his ſtrong places. Thus they 
anticipated by ſome days the intentions ot the Auſ- 
trians who were to have occupied them themſelves, 
the anterior invaſion of the Grifon territories being 
but the prelude to that ſtep. 


Bur, while the republican armies repelled aggreſ- 
fion in Italy, and anticipated perfidy, the Directo- 
ry, though they had intelligence of the treaty be- 
tween Vienna and Naples, tho'they ſaw an Auſtrian 
General at the head of the Neapolitan army, and 
though they knew the movements of troops which 
had taken place in the Tyrol and the north of Ita- 
ly, ſtill perſiſted in expreſſing a defire to remain 
at peace with the Emperor. The fincerity of 
their wiſhes was ſufficiently apparent from their 
conduct to Tuſcany ; for they had long fince found 
it impoſſible to make a diſtinction between the 
courts of Florence and Vienna. The Directory 
knew that the journey of M. Manfredini to Vienna 


related to the ſame object, which had brought the 
Prince of Montechiaro from Naples. He had 
carefully prepared the ſucceſs of his miſſion by 
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contributing to incite in the Emperor a defire of 
increaſing his influence in Italy, of ſeeking a new 
aggrandiſement there under the pretence of in- 
demnity, of obſtructing the eftabliſhment of the 
Ciſalpine republic, and, above all, of oppoſing the 
exiſtence of the Roman republic. The Directory 
alſo learned, that at the period when the King of 
Naples was making difpoſitions to march his ar- 
my to Rome, the Grand-Duke was employed 
in making preparations for war, and accelerating 
and extending them in a manner very unuſual 
to that country. He ordered, in addition to 
the complete armament of his troops, voluntary 
enrolments in every town and village, eſtab- 
liſhed a forced loan, demanded their plate from 
the churches, monks, and nobles, and adopted mea- 
ſures that denoted a ſecret participation inthe grea- 
teſt enterpriſes. But notwithſtanding the art with 
which theſe marks of hoſtility were ſought to be 
Grand-Duke relied fo much on the defeat of the 
French, that he ſhut up all the paſſes by which 
they might have retreated through his ſtates, and 
fortified them with a numerous artillery. This 
meaſure was to have completed the deſtruction 
of the remnant of the French army; whilſt, a 
corps of Neapolitans, and ſome Engliſh ſhips took 
poſſeſſion of Leghorn ; an event which would ne- 
ver have taken place, if that Prince had only de- 
clared he would not conſent to it. 


Tavs the firſt movement of the French army 
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ought to have been to march to Leghorn and 
Florence. If the Directory, who only knew 
fince with certainty to what an extent the Grand- 
Duke, who is ſtill arming ſecretly, had carried his 
culpability, ſuſpended the effect of their reſolution, 
it was becauſe, looking upon the court of Tuſcany 
as leſs immediately connected with the intereſts and 
enterpriſes of the court of Naples than with thoſe 
of the court of Vienna, they ſtill hefitated in be - 
lieving that the latter wiſhed to revive the war. 
Soon, however, a fact, more deciſive than all the 
former ones, left no doubt of the diſpoſition of 
Auftria, and conſequently afforded a full infight 
into that of the Grand-Duke ; --- twenty-five 
_ thouſand Ruſſians advanced towards Germany, 
and were to be followed by ſeveral corps equally 
numerous. The Rufhan monarch had proclaim- 
ed throughout Europe his hoſtile defigns againſt 
the republic; and whilſt his fleets, having obtain- 
ed leave to paſs the Straits, entered the Mediter- 
ranean to attack the poſſeſſions of France, his troops 
ſought a paſſage on the continent to attack the 
armies of the republic. It was at the moment when 
the Emperor was ſtill in a ſtate of peace; when the- 
Empire, neutraliſed by a ſpecial armiſtice, was near 
the period of pacification, that a Prince committing 
an aggreſſion, and that an ally of London and 
Conſtantinople, wiſhing to unite his efforts to theirs, 
appeared upon the limits of the Auſtrian territory. 
His army was received without any obftacle, and it 
is evident that this was expected. The Emperor quits 
his capital, goes himſelf to meet the Ruſſians, ac- 
f 4 
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to their projects by heaping upon them preſents 
and attention. 


STRUCK with the ſcandal of ſuch a conduct, and 
inſtructed that the Ruſſians were to paſs from the 
Auſtrian territory to the territory of the empire, 
the Directory, ſtill repreſſing the firſt impulſe of 
national pride, contented themſelves with demand- 
ing explanations from the Emperor and the empire. 
The Emperor was filent : --- his plenipotentiary 
even wiſhed to deny that he had received the note 
of the French miniſters: the Deputation of the em- 
pire referred. it to the Diet, and the Diet to the 
empire. The march of the Ruſſians continued; 
they traverſed Moravia and Auſtria; they ap- 
proached Bavaria ; and the amicable repreſenta- 
tions of the republic were as little regarded as the 
intereſt of Germany, which is incompatible with 
this foreign invaſion. The moment was now ar- 
rived, in which the Directory could no longer tem- 
poriſe, and hold a language that might compro- 
miſe the national dignity, and the ſafety of the 
ſtate. The republic had given peace as ſoon as it 
was aſked : ſhe had exhauſted herſelf in efforts to 
maintain what ſhe had granted ; but it was at 
length neceſſary, that ſhe ſhould know her enemies, 
and that thoſe who wiſhed for war ſhould be for- 
ced to explain themſelves. Such were the ſpirit 
and object of the two notes tranſmitted, on the firſt 
of January laſt, to the Auſtrian minifter at Raſtadt 
and to the deputation. A period was fixed for Bn 
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Imperial Majeſty to give a categorical and ſatis- 
factory reply, in failure of which his filence or re- 
fuſal would be regarded as an hoſtile act: that pe- 
riod expired on the fifteenth of February laſt, and 
no reply is yet arrived. 


Sven, citizens repreſentatives, has been the con- 
duct of the court of Vienca. It is by ſuch a ſuc- 
ceſſion of facts, that the treaty of Campo-Formio 
not acknowledged from the commencement, unex- 
ecuted on the part of Auſtria in ſeveral of its prin- 
cipal articles, compromited and invalidated daily by 
hoſtile preparations or acts, is at length ſacrificed 
to #####® of the Ruſſian monarch, and the per- 
fidious combinations of England. It is thus 
that the Emperor, carried perhaps beyond his 
own reſolutions, compromiſes at the ſame time 
the fate of the empire, Ceprives himſelf of the be. 
nefits of a peace begun, and gives up Germany a. 
new to all the chances of a war, in which the Em- 
peror and the empire are no more than the auxili- 
aries of Ruſſia, And thus the determinations 
of the court of Vienna carrying with them thoſe 
of the court of Tuſcany, it is not permitted to 
the Directory to ſeparate them. Forced then, 
in terms of the declaration made at Raſtadt, to 
conſider the filence of the Emperor as a hoftile 
meaſure; inſtructed beſides, that the Auſtrian 
troops have already made aggreſſive movements in 
Bavaria towards Suabia, the Directory, renouncing 
with regret the hope of maintaining peace in Ger. 
many, but ſtill diſpoſed to liſten to ſuitable propo- 
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fitions for a new and complete reconciliation, in. 
form you, citizens repreſentatives, that they have 
already taken ſuch meaſures as they thought ne- 
ceffary for the defence of the ſtate ; and propoſe 
to you to declare war againft the Emperor, King 
of Hungary and Bohemia, and againſt the Grand- 
Duke of Tuſcany. 


liv. 


Baxxas Prefident. 
Lacan Sec.-General. 
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STATE PAPERS 
RELATIVE TO 


TIARIES AT RASTADT. 


I. 
Mrss ac from the Executive Directory to the 
council of Elders and the council of Five Hun- 
dred, reſpecting the aſſaſſination of the ambaſſa 


CrrizENs REPRESENT a TIVES, 

Tux Executive Directory tranſmit to you the 
recital of a new crime by the court of Vienna,--a 
deed to which for a long time they refuſed to give 
credit. But it is too true, that the miniſters of the 
republic at the congreſs of Raſtadt have been aſſaſ- 
finated : two periſhed, and one eſcaped only by a 
kind of miracle. The details of this execrable ca- 
taſtrophe are contained in a letter from Jean De- 
bry, which the Directory annex to this meſlage, 
and which they forbear to recapitulate, fearful of 
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awakening the afflicting impreſſion and deep hor. 
ror the peruſal of that letter will make on your 
minds. Anterior to this event, the court of Vienna, 
by the arreſt of ſeveral of our civil and diplomatic 
agents, and by their long and cruel captivity, had 
openly infringed the ſacred rights of nations. It 
had recently tranſgreſſed them, in a more particu. 
lar manner, by cauſing it to be announced, that 
the preſence of a congreſs at Raftadt would be no 


protection to the city againſt the events of war. 


Bur between theſe outrages and that which has 
ſucceeded, the ſpace was ftill immenſe. Auftria © 
might have deliberately committed every kind of 
perfidy and treachery toward her allies as well as 
enemies, but without diſgraeing her own ſoldiers 
by transforming them into public aſſaſſins, and by 
directing their attacks againſt the ſacred agents of 
treaties, the organs of the peace of nations, and the 
members of an aſſembly of European negociators. 
The French plenipotentianes, far from entertain- 
ing any ſuch apprehenſions, repelled every ſurmiſe 
reſpecting their perſonal ſafety. Penetrated with 
the maxims of fincerity and public faith which 
their nation profeſſes, they were perſuaded that 
guard to them, after having fo conſtantly ſerved as 
their rule in the courſe of a laborious miffion. 


Crrizexs repreſentatives, when we are ſecking 
for the motives, and, above all, for the hopes which 
might have led the Auſtrian government to this 
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laſt exceſs of fury, it is impoſſible not to remark 
how much they reckoned on the manceuvres, by 
which they too effectually labour to perpetuate agi- 
tation, penury and diſcord in the boſom of the French 
to the* execration of all people andofall ages, if they 
did not flatter themſelves with ſoon ſeeing the hor- 
ror of their crimes covered and concealed by their 
ſuceeſſes? And upon what could Auſtria found this 
hope, but upon the progreſſive diminution of our 
pecuniary means, and, fince it muſt be publiſhed, 
upon the errors of thoſe Frenchmen ſhe deludes, 
upon the criminal concurrence of thoſe who wiſh to 
ſerve her, and on the unfortunate difſentions of thoſe 
who defire to oppoſe her? For whatever may have 
been, within a few days, her military advantages 
crowned by ſo cowardly an outrage, experience 
has inſtructed her, that ſuch reverſes would be to 
the French nation only the preſages of ultimate 
triumph, if the reſtoration of our finances were ful- 
ly to ſecond the valour and attachment of our re- 
publican phalanxes. It is becauſe the Ayſtrian 
knows, or rather becauſe he exaggerates, the mo- 
mentary diſtreſs of our finances, that he thinks he is 
ſtrong enough to ſhew himſelf ferocious, and that 
he celebrates his ephemeral victories by ſolemn af- 
ſaffinations. 


Arrxà ſo fatal a recital, citizens repreſentatives, 
the neceſſity of directing our thoughts to acts of 
loyalty and virtue is peculiarly impreſſive. You 
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will fee by the letter from Jean Debry, that this 
miniſter owed his ſafety to the generous care of the 
members of the diplomatic body ; --- that they 
tranſmited to the Auſtrian Colonel a formal act, 
figned by all of them, to declare in the name of 
their conſtituents that officer reſponſible for the 
crime and all its conſequences ; --- and that the 
inhabitants of Raſtadt, after having loaded it 
with all the execration it merits, have been the firfl 


to announce the opinion of Europe and poſterity, 


by accuſing the Auſtrian government of having 
conceived, directed, and accompliſhed it. 


Crrrzxxs repreſentatives, the manes of our pleni- 
potentiaries, the indignation of the armies, the me- 
nacing voice of the French nation, the unanimous 
voice of every people, of your allies, and of your 
enemies themſelves, the voice of all nations who 
wiſh for peace gr reſolve to preſerve it, the com- 
mon intereſt of governments whatever they may be, 
in fine, every thing loudly demands the moſt exem- 
plary 'vengeance.---The Executive Directory, in 
order to make it prompt and tremendcus, will em- 
ploy all the means you have already placed, or 
may hereafter place in their power. But they 
cannot difſlemble that circumſtances require all the 
energy, as well as all the wiſdom, of republican pa- 
triotiſm, the ſevere repreſſion of robberies of every 
kind, harmony between the conſtituted powers, 
concord between citizens, and, above all the reſto- 
ration of public credit by an equilibrium between 
the receipt and expenditure. Citizens repreſent- 
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atives, when, by a ſudden impulſe, the French peo- 
ple roſe in a maſs againſt the enemies of the re- 
public, then ſcarcely proclaimed, Auſtria had not 
yet run her career of perfidy and crime. She had 
not violated the moſt holy engagements, and the 
moſt ſacred laws of nature ; --- ſhe had not maſſa- 
cred the negotiators of peace. Let then ths new 
impulſe of the people be formidable, and let their 
efforts and their ſacrifices be generous, fince they 
are to avenge at the ſame time the liberty of 
France, and the morality of all civilized nations. 


Baxras Prefident. 


II. 


LzTTzR of Jran Drnar, Miniſter Plenipotentiary 
of the French Republic to the Congreſs at Ra- 
ſtadt, to the Citizen 'TaLLEzrxanD, Miniſter for 


Suite, 1 My 2709 


Citizen MmnisTxs, 

IN DEA vous to recollect myſelf, in order to dictate 
the details of the dreadful events, of which the 
French Legation were the victims on the twenty 
eighth April, and trom which, wounded and mu- 
tilated, I have eſcaped by a kind of miracle. Long 
before the nineteenth April, the French Legation 
perceived that every means were employed by the 
ea2mies of peace to produce the diffolution of the 
4 
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congreſs ; and we reckoned upon ſeeing it expire 


inſenſibly by the ſucceſſive retreat of thoſe who 


compoſed it. But on that day the carrying off of 
the ferrymen, who ſerved to tranſmit our corref. 
pondence by way of Seltz, informed us, that our 
enemies would not undoubtedly have the patience 
which he French government ſhewed. We ex. 
claimed againſt this violation of the rights of na- 
tions; the Deputation exclaimed on their fide; 
and the reſalt of theſe ſteps was a military letter, 
which announced to us that no tranquilliſing de- 
claration for the ſafety of the members of the con- 
greſs could be given. The Deputation aſſembled 
anew, and declared that they were no longer free ; 
that the recal of ſeveral members alſo rendered 
them, according to the terms of their inſtructions, 
unable to adopt any deliberation whatever. It 
was upon this concluſum, officially tranſmitted to 
us by the Directorial miniſter, who himſelf was 
recalled, that we founded our note of the twenty- 
fifth April, proteſting againſt the violence ex- 
erciſed, and declaring that we ſhould repair with- 
in three days to the commune of Straſburg to 
continue the negociations there. 


Tux next day, (I give you all theſe details from 
memory, becauſe our papers were carried off, as 
you ſhall hear; but I do not think I am miſtaken 
reſpecting dates,) the citizen Lemaire, courier ui 
the Legation, was ſeized at Plittersdorff by an Aul- 
trian patrole, and ſent. to Gegenbach, the Colonel 
quarters. Informed by us of this outrage, unbeard 
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of till then, but which was ſoon to be ſurpaſſed, all 
the members of the diplomatic body, eſpecially the 
miniſters of Baden, the Pruſſian Legation, and the 
Directorial minitter, applied to the Auſtrian Colo- 
nel tor reparation. They demanded from him par- 
ticularly the aſſurance that we ſhould be reſpected 
in returning to France: — no anſwer was given 
On the twenty- eighth preparations were made for 
our departure: we might doubtleſs have gone 
with {afety, bad we ſtolen away on the twenty-ſe- 
venth, when there were no Auſtrian patroles on the 
Rhine. But having once introduced the queſtion 
of the right we had to return in ſafety, we ſhould 
have thought ourſelves winting to the dignity of 
our character, had we not required ſome ſolution 5 
and perhaps this ſentiment facilitated the execu- 
tion of the crime which I am about to narrate. 


I RESUME my recital, citizen miniſter. On the 
 twenty-eighth April, at half paſt ſeven in the eve- 
ning, a Captain of huffars of Szekler, ſtationed at 
Gegenbach, came on the part of his Colonel to de- 
clare verbally to Baron D' Albini, that we might 
quit Raſtadt in ſafety ; and afterwards came to fig- 
nify to us an order to leave that city in twenty-four 
hour:. The huffars of Szekler had already taken 
poſſeſſion of it ; and occupied all the avenues. At 
eight o'clock we got into our carriages: when we 
arrived at the gate of Raſtadt, we found a general 
prohibition to let no one enter or go out: an 
hour was ſpent in parleys. It appears, that they 
ſtood in need of this delay in order to organiſe the 
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atrocious execution which followed, and of 
I fay it with conviction, all the details had been 
commanded and combined beforehand. At length 
the Auſtrian commandant gave an order for the 
departure of the French Legation only. We de: 
manded an eſcort : it was refuſed, and the com. 
mandant declared, that we ſhould be as ſafe as in 
our own rooms. 


In conſequence of this, we began eur journey, 
We were not fifty paces from Raſtadt, ourſelves 
and the Ligurian Legation who did not quit us, and 
who participated our dangers with unequalled de. 
votion, when a detachment of nearly fixty huſſan 
of Szekler, in ambuſh upon the canal of the Murg, 
fell upon our carriages, and made them ſtop. Mine 
was the firſt of them. Six men, armed with drawn 
ſabres, tear me out with violence: I am ſearched, and 
robbed of all that I had. Another, who appeared 
to command this expedition, arrives on horſeback, 
and aſks for the miniſter Jean Debry : I thought 
he came to fave me. I is 1,” I anſwered, © who 
am Jean Debry minister of France.” Scarcely had 
I faid fo, when two cuts of a ſabre ſtretched me 
on the ground. I was immediately affailed on all 
fides by freſh blows. Tumbled into a ditch, I 
feigned to be dead; the banditti then quitted me to 
go tothe other carriages. I availed myſelf of this in- 
ſtant and eſcaped, wounded in different places, loſing 
blood on all fides, and indebted for my life, perhaps, 
only to the thickneis cf my clothes. Bonnier was 
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killed in the ſame manner I was to have been, and 
Roberjot maſſacred almoſt in the arms of his wife. 


Taz fame queſtion was put to my ill-fated col- 
leagues as to me: Are you Bonner ? Are you Rober- 
fot ? Our carriages were pillaged, every thing be- 
came the prey of the brigands : the papers of the 
Legation were carried off, conveyed to the Auſtri- 
an commandant, and claimed in vain. The 
ſecretary of the Legation threw himſelf into a 
ditch, and by favour of the night eſcaped 
the blows of the aſſaſſins. I crawled to an adja- 
cent wood, hearing the yells of the cannibals, the 
ſcreams of the victims, and particularly of their 
companions, of the wife ef Roberjot, of my wife 
ſeven months gone with child, and of my two 
daughters calling out for their father. My private 
ſecretary, citizen Belin, was held by fix men to be 
witneſs to all theſe ſcenes of horror. My valet-de- 
chambre was thrown into the river. 


I xnow that all the members of the diplomatic 
corps made the greateſt efforts to break through 
the line of the aſſaſſins, and to come to the affiſt- 
ance of thoſe, to whom aſſiſtance might yet be ad- 
miniſtered. But it was not till one in the morn- 
ing that the wife of Roberjot could get to M. de 
Jacobrs, the Pruſſian minifter; and my wife and 
daughters to M. de Redon's minifter from Bremen 
and Hanover. I wandered about the wood du- 
ring the whole of that dreadful night, fearful of 
the approach of day, which might expoſe me to 


the Auſtrian patroles. About fix in the morning, 
hearing them go about, and feeling that I could 
not avoid them, penetrated befides by the rain 
and the cold, and growing more and more enfee- 
bled by the blood I loit, I took the deſperate reſo- 
lution of returning to Raſtadt. I ſaw on the road 
the naked bodies of my two colleagues. The 
dreadful weather, and perhaps the wearineſs of the 
aſſaſſins, after the commiſſion of ſuch cranes, faci- 
litated my journey; and J arrived at length, out of 
breath and covered with blood, at the Count de 
Gortz's, the King of Pruſſia's miniſter. 


Ir is cut of my power to depict to you the tor- 
ment, and to relate to you the narratives of all the 
perſons attached to the Legation, who were the 
witneſſes or the objects of theſe execrable ſcenes; 
I will collect them when I have ſtrength. Not- 
withftanding her virtuous courage, the wife of Ro- 
berjot is like a mad perſon with grief. I implore 
for her all the intereſt of the government. Fa- 
tizued with the recital which I have juſt made at 
two different times, I confine myſelf now to expreſs 
to you, how muck gratitude each of the perſons 
ſaved, owes to the generous devotion of the mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps. I name none of 
them, becauſe it would be r.eceſfary to name them 
all. Beſides generous attentions and ſoothing con- 
ſolations, we are indebted to them for our return 
here: a formal act, ſigned by all of them, was con- 
veyed to the Auftrian Colonel, declaring to him, 
that their conſtituents made him reiponſible both 
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for the crime and all its conſequences. The mi- 
niſter ot the Mirgrave gave us an eſcort of his 
troops for our return. It was neceſſary to ſuffer it 
to be joined by the huſſars of Szekler, who appear- 
ed to ſee with regret that I had eſcaped. The 
Pruſſian Legation, prevented by them from accom- 
panying us, charged their ſecretary M. de Jourdan 
not to quit us till we had embarked. My God! 
why was it that ſo much care could not prevent 
the fatal cataſtrophe of my two ill-fated col- 


leagues ! 


I SHOULD alſo add, that almoſt the whole inhabi- 
tants of Raſtadt, ſhedding tears at the outrage, 
loaded it with merited execration, and did not dif. 
ſemble the opinion, which aſcribes the atrocious 
conception and all the direction of it to Auſtria ; 
to Auſtria, whoſe miniſter L'Herbach, now com- 
miſſary with the army of the Archduke, obtained, 
without the ſmalleſt difficulty, at his departure 
from Raſtadt, all the paſſports he demanded from 
the French Legation ;---to Auſtria who dared tofig- 
nify to us by Count de Metternich, the Imperial 
commiſſioner, that he could no longer remain at 
Raftadt, in confequence of the want of ſafety 
for his correſpondence; --- to Auſtria, in ſhort, 
who according to every probability gave the order 
for mafſicrig three miniſters and carrying off their 
papers, and promiſed their plunder as a reward. 


Tuxxx are many other approximations that 
might be made; but they will be felt. Pardon 


Ivi. 
the diſorder of my ideas: the horrible images 
which I have inceſſantly before my eyes, do not 
leave me free reflection, and oppreſs me more than 
the pain I feel. My wounds are in a good ſtate, 
Health and reſpect, 
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Jzan Dax. 


III. 


Mont L of the Executive Directory of the 


French republic, to all people, and to all govern- 
ments. 


Taz intelligence of an atrocious outrage has al- 
ready reſounded through Europe, and the circum- 
ſtances of a crime, unparalleled even by thoſe 
which ſtain the pages of the hiſtory of civiliſed na- 
tions, are now collecting with horror from all parts. 
It was at the gates of Raſtadt, on the territory of 
an independant and neutral prince, and in fight of 
all the members of the congreſs, violently detain- 
ed in that town, and forced to be the impotent but 
indignant ſpectators of a crime which affected them 
in the deepeſt manner and threatened them all; 
it was there, that, in contempt of a ſacred charac- 
ter,---in contempt of affurances given,---and in con- 
tempt of every thing which conſtitutes humanity, 
_ Juſtice, and honour, the plenipotentiaries of the re- 
public, victims ever to be regretted of the miſſion 
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of peace with which they were intruſted, and of 
the unlimited devotion with which they fulfilled 
the inſtructions of government and maintained the 
national dignity, were maſſacred in cold blood by 
a detachment of Auſtrian troops. 


Bur how much more deteſtable do all the cir- 
cumſtances of this aſſaſſination render it? Prior to 
its occurence, and in the firſt days of the month of 
Floreal, the communication of the French Legation 
with the republic had been interrupted. One of its 
couriers had been carried off, and the ſpirited re- 
monilrances cf the congreſs had only produced an 
infolent declaration, which made the ſeparation of 
the deputies neceſſary. On the twenty-eighth 
April, at ſeven in the evening, the Colonel of the 
regiment of Szekler cauſed an intumation to be made” 
by a Captain to Baron D'Albini, that the French 
Legation might leave Raſtadt in ſecurity. The 
captain proceeded afterwards to the French mi- 
niſters, and fignified to them an order to depart 
from Raſtadt in twenty-four hours. At eight o- 
clock, they got into their carriages, but were ſtop- 
ped at the gates of the town. Doubtleſs, fo ſudden 
a departure, had nut been expected, and the aſ- 
ſaffination was not completely organized :---an- 
other hour was ſtill wanting. At nine o'clock, the 
prohibition of paſſing the gates was taken off, with 
reſpect to the French Legation only. The French 
miniſters demanded an eſcort, but the Auſ- 
trian commander refuſed to grant it, and anſwer- 
ed in the following terms : Nu ill be as ſecure on 
your journey as in your apartments. Scarcely had 

h 
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Legation advanced fifty paces, when it 
furrounded by a numerous detachment ot 
the ſame corps, whoſe commander had juſt before 
promiſed every kind of ſecurity. The carriages 
are ſtopped ; Citizen Jean Debry, who was in the 
firſt, is forced to alight, and he is aſked, Are you 
ran Debry? --- Wes, anſwers he, I am Jean Debry, 
miniſter of France : he inſtantly falls to the ground, 
pierced with wounds. The Citizens Bonnier and 
Roberjot are ſtopped in the ſame manner, and in- 
terrogated : they tell their names and are killed; 
Roberjot is maſſacred in the arms of his wife. The 
crime being perpetrated, the papers of the Lega- 
tion are carried off, and conveyed to the Auſtrian 
commander. | 


LILY 


In confidering theſe faithful details, who does 
not perceive the premeditated plan of this aſſaſſi- 
nation; and its, author? Such a ſacrilege will doubt- 
Jeſs only tend to the accumulation of infamy and 
execration ; and ſhould any other puniſhment be 
wanting, hiſtory reſerves one for thoſe who have 
been guilty of the crime. It would be in vain for the 
court of Vienna to attempt to ſhake off the dreadful 
reſponſibility that attaches to this accuſiition: all 
its previous conduct now comes forward in evidence 
againſt it. It will be recollected, that it commenced 
hoſtilities by an outrage of a ſimilar nature, in cauſ- 
ing two French ambaſſadors to be arreſted on the 
territory of the Confederacy, who were afterwards 


thrown into the dungeons of Mantua. It will be 
remembered, that the priſons of Olmutz alſo receiv- 
ed, and confined for three years, repreſentatives ot 
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the people and a miniſter who were delivered up 
by treachery. It will be remembered, that Auſ- 
tria was not unacquainted with the aſſaſſinations 
committed at Rome on the French, and that ſhe 
received and protected the authors of them. It 
will, finally, be recollected, that the firſt ambaſſa- 
dor of the republic at Vienna experienced there on- 
ly outrages and affronts. 


Tassx ſtatements are ſufficient to impreſs con- 
viction, that the aſſaſſination, recently perpetrated 
at Raſtadt, is but the conſequence, and the horrid 
completion, of the ſeries of atrocities, with which 
Auſtria has aſtoniſhed Europe, fince Charles V. 
firſt furniſhed the example of ſtepping beyond all 
ſocial laws, by cauſing the ambaſſadors to be maſ- 
facred whom Francis I. had ſent to Venice and 
Conſtantinople. The proofs exiſting in hiſtory of 
the indignation, which was manifeſted at that pe- 
a crime ſtill more execrable will alſo excite greater 
tion and boundleſs generoſity of the French re- 
public be compared with the armies of Auſtria. E- 
ven in the midit of the moſt violent ſtorms of the 
revolution, the law of nations has not received the 
flighteſt injury in France. The envoy of the Britiſh 
government entered twice into the territory of the 
republic, and departed from it free and reſpected, 
although he was juſtly ſuſpected to have come ra- 
ther to excite troubles than to negotiate peace. 
The miniſter of Naples obtained permiſſion to re- 


_—_ 


lx. APPENDIX. 


turn to his maſter, and to continue his journey in 
a ſecure and uninterrupted manner, at the very 
moment when the French General had repulſed 
the Neapolitan troops, and when he was informed, 
that the ambaſ;ador of the republic had been refu- 
ſed paſſports to retire by land, and thus com- 
pelled to embark at Naples, with a certainty that 
ſuch a meaſure was only to deliver him into the 
hands of the African ſtates. The cruel treatment, 
to which the French have fallen victims in the do- 
minions of the Grand Seignior, however great and 
juſt the national reſentment on that account may 
have been, has not given riſe to any repriſals. 
Let the congreſs of Raſtadt, peaceable and reſpec- 
ted as long as the French armies were near it, be 
compared with the congreſs thrown into confuſion 
and diſſolved cn the approach of the Auſtnans; 
and let the voluntary departure of M. M. de Lehr- 
bach and de Metternich, protected by French 
paſſports; be compared with the premeditated maſ- 
facre of the miniſters of the republic. 


Tus different contraſts, already fo odious, will 

beccme ſtill more diſhencurable to Auſtria by a 
compariſon between the conduct of its ſatellites, 
whole cowardly ferocity is a ſubject of aſtoniſhment 
even to the northern nation called on to co-ope- 
rate with them, and the conduct which the agents 
of an European government, the moſt determined 
enemy cf the republic, have recently diſplayed at 
Conſtantinople. Theſe agents evinced, that they 


APPENDIX. 111. 


underſtood the law of nations, and ſet a value on 
preventing the violation of it. Is it poſſible then, 
that any people, that any government who may 
not have abjured every principle of civilization and 
of honour, can hefitate for a moment to declare it - 
ſelf in favour of good faith againſt perfidy,---in fa- 
vour of continued moderation againſt unmaſked 
ambition,---and in favour of abuſed confidence a- 
gainſt atrocious and premeditated crimes? It is 
therefore with the juſt hope of being attended to 
with effect. of inciting a juſt regret for the il- 
luſtrious victims, who have been immolated at Raſ- 
tadt,---and of obtaining for the French republic 
an honourable approbation, and an union of exe- 
cration againſt Auſtria, that the Executive Direc- 
tory now addreſs this folemn appeal to the conſci- 
ence and honour of every people and government. 
They accept, as a pledge ofthe generous determina- 
tion which will be formed by every people, the 
particular indignation exprefſed with ſo much 
energy at Raſtadt by all the members of the con- 
greſs, and at Paris by the ambaſſadors and miniſters 
of friendly cr neutral powers. 


' Tax Executive Directory decree, that the pre- 
ceding manifeſto ſhall be tranſmitted to all govern- 
ments by the miniſter ofthe foreign department; that. 
it ſhall be printed in the bulletin of the laws, and 
ſolemnly read, publiſhed, and affixed in all the 
communes of the republic, and be inſerted in the 
general orders of all the arnues. 

Baxkas, Preſident. 
LacaRDs, Sec. General. 
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IV. 
LaztTzn from Colonel Bazzacsy to the Deputies at 
Raſtadt, in reply to a note from them, reſpect- 


III myſelf deeply oppreſſed with anxiety, 
occaſioned by the account of an horrible act, which 
was perpetrated on the perſons of the miniſters of 
the French nation by ſome common plunderers, 
who had availed themſelves of the protection of 
the night for that purpoſe. Your Excellencies 
muſt be perſuaded, that in a breaft, which may be 
hardened by battles, there ſtill beats an heart 
which ſhudders at ſuch cruelties, and is afflicted at 
ſo unnatural a revenge as that which has been 
perpetrated. I gave orders on the ſpur of the oc- 
caſion, that an officer with a command ſhould af- 
ford a ſafe eſcort, as far as the Rhine, to that part 
of the embaſſy which had the good fortune to e- 
ſcape. It has ever been the practice of my life to 
put in confinement every man under my com- 
mand, who has been guilty of wanton treſpaſſes. 


Wrra reſpec to the ſafe eſcort of the embaſſy 
in queſtion, the fituatien of the country did not 


permit me to reſtrain my troops from over- running 
that neighbourhood. I am convinced, that ne 
danger would have ariſen, nor would this cruel act 
have been committed by any criminals bliaded by 
a thirſt for plunder, if the French embaſſy, who 
had twenty-four hours to arrange their affairs, had 
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ſet out on their journey in the day- time. I beg 
your Excellencies will vouchſafe to believe, that T 
remain, with the profoundeſt reverence, 

Your obedient ſervant, 


Von Banzacsr, Colon el. 


V. 


ExAaMINaT10N of the four coachmen belonging to 
the Margrave of Baden, who were to have dri- 
ven the French plenipotentiaries to Seltz. 


In compliance with the demand of the ſubdele- 
gation of Baden, the underſigned proceeded to the 
examination of the four coachmen, who were yeſ- 
terday evening to have conducted the French 
miniſters by the way of Plitterſdorff to Seltz. 


I. Axnaxw Casrann declares in his depoſition, 
that he drove the carriage of the Miniſter Jean 
Debry ;---That at his departure, he had been or- 
dered by the Miniſter Bonnier to anſwer, in caſe 
he ſhould be ſtopped and aſked whom he drove, 
that they were the French miniſters ;---That he 
was ſtopped by ſome of the royal Imperial huſſars, 
at the entrance of the valley of Rheinau :---That 
the aforeſaid queſtion was put to him, to which he 
gave the anſwer as directed: That being aſked 
where Bonnier was, and the name of the perſon 
whom he drove? he anſwered, Bonnier was in the 


/ 
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ſecond carriage, and Jean Debry in bis: That 
on this information, a greater number of huf. 
ſars rode up to the carriage, and dragged out of it 
the miniſter Debry and the ladies with him, and 
immediately attacked the former with their ſabres, 
pulled the women after them, and ſearched them: 
That he himſelf received a blow with the flat of a 
ſabre, on which he dropped down between his hor- 
ſes: That he was then aſked who he was, and 
having anſwered hewas coachman of the Margrave, 
he was aſſured no injury would be done to him. 


2. JaMts OuNwEILEA depoſes, that he ſaw Jean- 
Debry receive ſeveral blows with ſabres; but at the 
ſame time ſome huſſars rode up to his carriage 
which was the third, and aſked him who was in it? 
That having anſwered he drove Bonnier, ſeveral 
huſſars rode up to the door on both fides of the 
carriage, and cried, Alight, Bonnier That they 
inſtantly broke the windows, dragged the miniſter 
out, and maſſacred him before his eyes at the fide 
of his ſaddle-horſe : That they afterwards plunder- 
ed the minifter, and the contents of the carriage ; 
That he alſo thought he heard Bonnier make la- 
mentations in French, and pronounce the word 
pardonnez. 


3. Pus Weiss depoſes, that he drove the fourth 
carriage, in which was the Secretary of Legation 
Roſenthiel: That he ſaw Debry and Bonnier drag- 
ged out of the carriages which were before :--- That 
the treatment experienced by the former happen- 
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ed at too great a diſtance for him to make obſerva. 
tions, but he diſtinctly heard the huſſars cry, where 
. is Bonnier? That he ſaw them drag Bonnier out 
of the carriage, ſtrike him at the ſame time with 
their ſabres on the legs, and cut him to pieces, 
when he fell on the ground: That with reſpect 
to Roberjot the huffars, after the maſſacre of Bon- 
nier, galloped to his carriage, and cut him to pieces : 
hat Roberjot, bathed as he was in his blood, 
giving ſome ſigns of life, a huſſar on foot ſtruck 
him fix times with his ſabre. 


4. Tux fourth coachman depoſes, that his carri- 
age was at the ſame time attacked by the huſſars: 
---That be was aſked the name of the miniſter 
whom he drove, but as he did not know, they ap- 
plied to the ſervant on the coach-box ; and ha- 
ving learned that it was Roberjot, they ſaid, A, 
'tis he! That they opened the door, dragged out 
the miniſter, and, by the order of one of the under- 
officers who ſpoke Hungarian, maſſacred him 
in a horrible manner, ſtripped him of his clothes, 
and renewed their attacks while there appeared 
the leaſt fign of life: That Madame Roberjot 
was alſo torn out of the carriage, and entreat- 
ed them repeatedly in bad German to put her to 
death with ker huſband. 


J. H. W. Muti. 


Done at Raſtadt, 2gth April, 
in the preſcnce of M. Poss Lr. 
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VI. 


RxeorT of the Minifters Plenipotentiaries at Raf. 
tadt on the events of the 28th and 29th of A. 


pril. 

Tas Imperial plenipotentiaries being recalled 
from Raſtadt, and having quitted that town on 
the 13th of laſt month, the Deputation of the em- 
pire declared in its fitting of the 23d, that its func- 
tions were ſuſpended, and notified to the French 
* Legation the motives of that declaration. On the 
25th the miniſters of France alſo declared, that 
they would depart within three days. 


Ix the evening of the ſame day, the courier of 
the French Legation, furn:ſhed with a paſſport and 
his badge, and charged with diſpatches for Stral- 
burg, was arreſted on the road to Seltz, between 
the village of Plitterſdorff and Raſtadt, by ſome 
Auftrian huffars, and conducted to the head-quar- 
ters of the Imperial Colonel Barbacſy at Gernſbach, 
after having had his papers taken from him. On 
the requiſition of the French Legation, the Direc- 
torial envoy of Mentz, in the name of all the mem- 
bers of the Deputation, interpoſed his good offices 

in the ſame manner as the PruffianLegation, in or- 
der that, according to the univerſal principles of 
the rights of nations, the courier, who had been 
arreſted, ſhould be ſet at liberty, and his diſpatches 
returned; and that the ſecurity of the correſpon- 
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dence of the French miſſion ſhould not be inter- 
rupted during the ſhort ſtay of three days fixed 
for their departure.” This letter of the miniſter of 
Mentz was ſent on the ſame night to Gernſbach 
by a courier, who returned with a ſhort reply from 
Colonel Barbacſy, ſtating that © he had rendered 
an account to his ſuperiors of the arreſtation of the 
French courier; and that he could not yield to 
the views of the French Deputation until he re- 
ceived farther orders.” The letter of the Pruſſian 
Legation was ſent on the 25th at five in the mor- 
ning by the Count Bernſtorff, Counſellor of the 
Legation, with an injunction to ſupport the con- 
tents of it verbally. The French Legation having 
alſo addreſſed themſelves to BaronD'Edelſheim, mi- 
niſter of ſtate to the Margrave of Baden, to claim 
the protection of the Margrave, that miniſter judged 
it proper to accompany Count Bernſtorff, and to 
make every repreſentation ſuitable to the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe to Colonel Barbacſy. The ver- 
bal anſwer of the Colonel was, that he would 
tranſmit theſe repreſentations to his ſuperiors, along 
with the letter of the Pruſſian Legation, and that 
he would communicate the reſult as ſoon as poſſi- 
dle; but that until then he could not, in any man- 
ner, farther explain himſelf.” The account of the 
miſſion written by the Count de Bernſtorff proves, 
that this refuſal to explain himſelf was poſitive. 


Mzanwniles the French miniſters reſolved 
to depart for Seltz on the third day, (the twenty- 
eighth, ) at eight in the morning. Every prepara- 
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tion was made, and the carriages, loaded with their 
baggage, were already in the court of the caſtle. 
But looking at circumſtances, --- conſidering that 
patroles of huſſars were conſtantly paſſing on the 
road from Raſtadt to Seltz, and that they had alrea- 
dy on the nineteenth arreſted ſeveral German mini- 
ſters, and among others the miniſter of Wurtzburg 
from whom they had taken and detained his pa- 
pers,---conſidering befides, that the declarations of 
Colonel Barbacſy, both on this affair, and on the 
arreſt of the French courier, were no way encou- 
raging for the journey of the French Legation, it 
was impoſſible to be without ſome uneaſineſs on 
that ſubject; for it appeared at leaſt poſſible, that 
the minifters might be arreſted out of con- 
tempt; a tranſaction from which great inconveni- 
ence might reſult. For theſe reaſons, all the di- 
plomatic perſons, who ſtill communicated with the 
French miniſters, ad viſed them to defer their jour- 
ney ſome hours or to the next day; the reply of 
Colonel Barbacſy to the repreſentations of the mi- 
niſters of Pruſſia, Mentz, and Baden, being expec- 
ted every moment. 


Tur French miniſters yielded to this advice, par- 
ticularly on the obſervation, that it was proper ta 
wait the reſult of the ſteps taken by the other mi- 
niſters, towards whom the French Legation teſtifi- 
ed much gratitude. As at eleven in the morn- 
ing no anſwer had arrived, the miniſter of Mentz, 
Baron D'Albini, wrote agairr to Colonel Barbacſy, 
and required from bim a categorical reply to this 
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queſtion : * Whether the French miniſters, who 
were ready to depart, and who were furniſhe@yith 
paſſports from him (D'Albini,) were likely to meet 
with any interruption?” It was hoped, that the 
officer of the Margrave of Baden, who was difpatch- 
ed with this letter, would return about three or 
four o'clock in the afternoon with a reply ; but 


theſe expectations were diſappointed. 


Is the evening, Between ſeven and eight o'clock, 
an officer of huffars arrived with ſome ſoldiers. 
The officer proceeded immediately to the mini- 
ſters of France and Mentz in the caftle, ac- 
cording to the teſtimony of the under-defigned mi- 
niſters, the Counts de Goertz, de Dohm, and de 
Solms, who were prelent,---begged them to ex- 
cuſe Colonel Barbacſy, who was too buſy to reply 
in writing ; but he declared in his name, that the 
French miniſters might travel in perfect ſafety, and 
that the term of twenty-four hours was fixed for 
that purpoſe. As to the Pruffian Legation, 
they received no anſwer from Colonel Barbacſy ei- 
ther written or verbal. 


, Taz Imperial officer delivered a letter to the 
French miniſters ; M. de Dohm is the only other 
miniſter who ſaw it, and that was by accident.* 
He guarantees its contents to be as follows : 


— 5 


* It happened that M. de Dohm, who, with the other di- 
plomatic perſons, was eager to know the object of the Im- 
perial officer's miſſion, and the arrival of the troops, paſſed 
before the chamber of the Secretary of Legation, Roſen- 
thiel, as he came out of that of Jean Debry, where the 
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, Nich hans, 


_— -- 
| Su 


You will eafily conceive, that no French ci- 
tizen can be tolerated within the chain of poſts oc- 
cupied by the Imperial troops; you will therefore 
excuſe me if I find myſelf obliged to ſignify to you, 
that you muſt quit Raſtadt in the ſpace of twenty- 


; +  BARBACSY. 
Gernſbach, 28th April. 

Tux French miniſters reſolved to depart imme- 
diately, and would not be diſſuaded by the obſer- 
vation, that they could not arrive at the Rhine be- 
fore night, and that the paſſage of the river might 
then be dangerous. They ſet out on the twenty- 
eighth, within half an hour after they received the 
above letter, in four carriages, chiefly drawn by 
| horſes belonging to the Margrave. With the 
officer who brought the letter, there arrived fifty 
of the huffars of Szekler, who were poſted at the 
gate of Etlingen, and had cauſed the other gates 
to be occupied in the ſame manner. It was ſoon 
known, that an order was given to allow no perſon 
belonging to the congreſs to enter or to leave the 


three French miniſters had aſſembled. Citizen Roſenthiel 
had then the letter alluded to in his hand, which, of his 
own accord, he give to M de Dohm to read; and while 
the Secretary wrote a reccipt, which was required by the 
Imperial officer, he (M. de Dohm) had time to read the 
letter twice over with attention. 
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town. The captain of the huſſars fignified 
to Major Harrant, commander of the troops of 
Baden, that the ſoldiers of the Margrave ſhould 
remain at the gates to peint out to the Auſtrians 
the perſons belonging to the congreſs, whoſe paſ- 
ſage in or out of the town was prohibited. Not- 
withſtanding this reftriftion of the prohibition to 
the members of the congreſs, no perſon whatever 
was permitted to paſs even the bridge of com- 
munication between the town and the ſuburbs. 
The commandant of the town himſelf could not 
obtain leave to go without the gates, though he 
demanded it very preſſingly when he was inform- 
ed of ſubſequent event. The Daniſh miniſter 
had fixed his departure for the ſame day, and on- 
ly waited the refult of the ſteps taken by the De- 
putation relative to the French miniſters. After 
having learned the reply of Colonel Barbacſy, he 
went home to make preparations for his journey. 
But on being informed as he paſſed near the gate, 
that no perſon was permitted to go out of the town, 
he croſſed the garden of the caſtle towards the 
cauſeway, where the captain of the huffars was 
poſted with his troop, and aſked if he might depart 
that evening. The officer replied, that he was or- 
dered to allow no perſon to paſs ; but when he was 
mformed, that the French miniſters were ſummoned 
to depart, and that they were that moment leav- 
ing the town by the gate of Rheinau, the captain 
replied, that he had no orders to prevent the de- 
parture of the French Legation. The miniſter of 
his Daniſh Majeſty afterwards aſked, if he would 
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an eſcort : he ſaid he had no orders to 
When it was ftrongly repreſented to 
bim how moch the honour of the German nation 


Ireii. 
give them 
do that. 


plenipotentiaries had gone away a ſufficient time 
ago to have allowed all the other German envoys to 


depart. 


Wren the members of the French Legation pre- 
ſented themſelves at the gate of the town, they 
were informed that they could not be allowed to 
paſs. The three minifters immediately alighted, 
and leaving their carriages with their families and 
faite, proceeded to the miniſter of Mentz in the 
caſtle. No one could reconcile this contradiction, 
the order to leave the town within twenty- four 
hours, and the obſtacle oppoſed to the departure 
of the miniſters at the gates of the town. The en- 
voy of his Daniſh Majeſty, who had, after this new 
incident, repaired with ſeveral others to the mini- 
iter of Mentz, gave an explanation, founded on his 
converſation with the captain of huffars ; and this 
explanation was ſoon after officially confirmed by 
M. de Munich, ſecretary of Legation, who had 
been fent to that officer by M. D'Albini. He 
ſtated, that when the Imperial officer took poſſeſ- 
ſion of the gates of the town, and ordered that no 
perfon ſhould be permitted to paſs, he had forgot 
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to except the French miniſters from that order: 
but M. de Munich added, that this neglect was 
now repaired, and that the minifters might de- 
part without interruption. The French Legation 
thought it neceſſary to demand a military ef. 
cort, in order that they might not be ſtopped by 
the patroles, which they would probably meet on 
their road, as far as Plitterſdorff. The ſecretary 
of the Legation of Mentz charged himſelf with re- 
queſting this eſcort from the Captain, and the 
French envoys proceeded in a carriage of the Mar- 
grave's to join the others at the gate. They were 
obliged to wait there a long time for the anſwer, 
which was at laſt brought by M. de Harrant, a 
Major in the ſervice of the Margrave of Baden, 
and ſtated, that © the captain could not give an 
eſcort, becauſe he had no orders to that effect; but 
that the French miniſters would find no interrup- 
tion in their roate.” On Major Harrant's aſking, 
if it was to be underſtood by this anſwer, that the 
French miniſters might paſs to the other fide of 
the Rhine in ſafety, and if he might give them 
that aſſurance, the captain anſwered 72s. After 
tome deliberation, the plenipotentiaries prefer- 
red departing immediately, without an eſcort, to 
returning to the caftle and waiting there until 
next morning,---a ſtep to which ſeveral perſons 
adviſed them, and which the women were anxious 
they ſhould take. At laſt between nine and ten 
o'clock the French minifters left the town: the 
night was very daikgund torches were carried be- 
tore the carriages. | 


* 
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A QUARTER of an hour had ſcarcely paſſed, when 
the news arrived from different quarters, that the 
French Legation had been arreſted by the vio. 
lence of ſome Auſtrian huffars, who had ftruck the 
coachmen and the bearers of the flambeaus with 
their ſabres. The greater part of the members 
of the diplomatic corps were at this time aſſem- 
bled in Caffino. The Ligurian envoy, Boccardi, 
and his brether, who had eſcaped, brought the firſt 
intelligence of the affair. It was inftantly deter. 
mined, that the different miniſters ſhould repair to 
the captain to demand an explanation, and, above 
all, the moſt ſpeedy ſuccours. In a few minutes 
after this, the report arrived that one,---that t 9¹¹ 
that all the three French miniſters were aſſaſſinated 
by the Emperor's foldiers. . . . To reafon ſuch a 
crime appeared improbable, and the heart could 
not believe it poſſible ;---it was the univerſal opi- 
nion, that the report was falſe. The defire, how- 
ever, of terminating as ſoon as peflible a diſagree- 
able uncertainty, cauſed the deputies to haſten to- 
wards the commanding officer, whole quarters were 
about twenty paces diftant from the gate of Etlin- 
gen, at the inn called The Lantern. The guard 
of the gate would not allow them to pals, altho' 
they declared themſelves to be the envoys of the 
regal and princely courts ; and it was not without 
the greateſt trouble, that an inferior officer was 
prevailed vpon to announce their arrival. They 
were again aſked what envoys they were: and it 
was declared to thera with a troubleſome exact- 
neſs, that only three. fur, or fx miniſters could be 
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permitted to go to the captain: at laſt that offi- 
cer appeared. Count de Goertz, the underdeſigned 
envoy of his Pruſſian Majeſty. in the name of all 
the other deputies, made a ſhort ſtatement to the 
captain, requeſting to know what meaſures he had 
taken in conſequence of the melancholy intell- 
gence which had doubtleſs reached him. He re- 
plied, that in conſequence of the application of the 
miniſter of Mentz, who had already called upon him, 
he had diſpatched an officer with two huſſars. We 
thought that this was not ſufficient, and we entreat- 
ed him in the name of all the ſentiments of huma- 
vity,---in the name of the welfare of Europe, and 
of the German nation about to be ſtained by a crime 
unparalleled in the annals of civilized countries. 
—in the name of his auguſt ſovereign, in 
the name of the honour of his Imperial Majeſ- 
ty's ſervice, in the name of his own honour, 
and of his life, to take as quickly as poſſible eve- 
ry meaſure in his power to fave whoever could 
be ſaved. The captain replied, that the affair was 
an unfortunate miſtake: that doubtleſs the patroles 
roamed about the environs during the night ; that 
ſuch a misfortune might eaſily happen, and that 
the French miniſters ſhould not have departed 
at night. He was reminded that he had refuſed 
an eſcort, and that he had ſaid to Major Harrant 
there was nothing to fear for the French Legation ; 

he replied, that he had no orders to give an eſcort, 
and that it ſhould have been aſked from the com- 
mandant. Count Bernſtorff, counſellor of the 


Pruffian Legation, faid, that he himſelf aſked the 


lzzvi. APPENDIX. 


Colonel, when he was ſent to him, fur an eſcort: 
Did he grant it to you?” was the captain's reply, 
The underfigning envoy of Denmark having after. 
wards reminded him of the converſation which he 
had with bim as ſtated above, Would you,” faid 
he, * eftabliſh an inquifition upon me? Finally, 
paſſing from all conſiderations which we cught to 
have felt after the treatment we were oblig. 
ed to endure, we preſſed, prayed and ſupplicat. 
ed him not to loſe a moment in endeavouring to 
fave what lives he was able, and to reſcue the ho- 
nour of his ſervice. He aſked us, where the car. 
nages of the miniiters were, and required other 
explanations from us, whom his orders retained 
priſoners in the town,--- from us, who came to him 
to obtain information, and to learn what meaſures 
he had taken to prevent, if poſſible, a crime which 
ſo nearly concerned his own honour and that of hs 
fovereign. At laſt we procured from him the pro- 
miſe of detaching an officer and fix huffars to ac · 
company Major Harrant and two huſſars of Baden, 
on the great road of Plitterſdorff. 


Mzeanwaile there arrived feveral fugitives from 
the field of carnage, who confirmed the report that 
the French miniſters had been affaflinated by the 
hauffars of Szekler. The murder of Bonnier was 
reported by an eye-witneſs, viz. the flambeau- bear- 
er. Major Harrant of Baden, with whom there 
was only a Marechal-de-logis inſtead of an officer 
us had been promiſed, found the carriages on the 
ſpot where the ſcene of horror had paſſed. They 
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were ſurrounded by about fifty huffars of Szekler 
holding flambeaus (among whom however he could 
not diſcover any officers), and employed in con- 
ducing around the town the carriages, and the un- 
fortunate perſons within them, who were ftill in a 
ſtate of profound ſtupor. When M. de Harrant 
declared to the huſſars, that the carriages muſt 
be brought into they town, they would not at 
firſt liſten to him, maintaining that they were ther 

It was not without the ſtrongeſt menaces, 
and after M. de Harrant had declared to them that, 


in his quality as commandant, the diſpoſition of the 
carriages belonged exclufively to him, that he ſuc - 
ceeded in making them defift from their project. 
M. de Harrant found the dead bodies of Rober- 
jot and Bonnier on the ground, horribly mangled ; 
but not finding the body of Jean Debry, he took 
every unaginable pains in ſearching for it. He even 
propoſed to ſearch for it in the foreſt, and for that 
pur poſe demanded an eſcort of ſome Auſtrian huſ- 
fars, who had joined him and the two huffars who 
under the pretext that other Auſtrian patroles 
might eaſily be met with, and that in the obſcurity 
of the night they might run the riſk of being at- 
tacked. M. de Harrant was, therefore, obliged to 
delay the execution of his defign until day-lght ; 
but in the meantime he brought the carriages 
into the city. The wives of Jean Debry and Ro- 
berjot, the daughters of the former, and the domeſ- 
tics, came with him : none of them were wound- 
ed, though ſeveral of them had been robbed of 
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their money, watches, &c.; the three miniſters 
only were attacked by the murderers. The car. 
riages ſtopped before the caſtle : every one haſten. 
ed to approach the unfortunate perſons, who were 
in them, in order to give them aſſiſtance. But all 
were kept back without diſtinction, even the moft 
confiderable of the foreign miniſters ; becauſe no 
officer being preſent, it was found neceſſary to wait 
for orders. 


Ar laſt permiſſion was obtained to carry to the 
apartments of M. de Jacobi, miniſter of the King 
of Pruſſia, Madame Roberjot, who was extended 
half dead in her carriage which ſtopped before the 
door of that miniſter. Madame Debry and her 
two daughters were obliged to deſcend from their 
carriage into the ftreet, on the pretext that car- 
riages were never permitted to enter the court of 
the caſtle. They were conducted to the gate of 
Erlangen : the horſes of the court were demand- 
ed to conduct them the next day to Gernſbach ; 
but this was countermanded the fame day. 
The women were conducted on foot to their former 
lodgings in the caſtle by ſeveral members of the 
diplomatic corps ; but they were ſoon after remo- 
ved to the houſe of the underſigning miniſter of 
Brandenburg, in order that they might be more 
within the reach of ſuccour. The details of the 
aſſaſſination of Roberjot were learned from his va- 
let-de-chambre, who was in the ſame carriage. He 
depoſed that, ſome huſſars preſented themſelves 
at the door of the coach, broke the glaſſes, and aſked 
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the miniſter if he was Roberjot, upon which the mini- 
ſter anſwered yes in French, at the ſame time produ- 
cing the paſſport of the Directorial envoy of Mentz; 
that the huſſars tore this paſſport, that they forced the 
miniſter out of his carriage, and ſtruck him ſeveral 
very violent blows ; that Roberjot ſtill giving ſome 
figns of life, and his wife having cried, /ave him, 
ſave him, the huſſars redoubled their blows ; that 
Madame Roberjot then threw herſelf on the body 
of her huſband ; but that he (the valet-de-cham- 
bre) ſeized her faſt in his arms, and covered her 
. ears to prevent her from hearing the groans of 
her dying huſband ; that he (the valet-de-cham- 
bre) had been dragged out of the carriage by a 
huffar, who aſked him if he was a ſervant; and 
' having. anſwered in the affirmative, the huffars 
gave him to underſtand by figns, that he had no- 
thing to fear for himſelf; that notwithſtanding this, 
his watch and purſe were taken from him, and that 
Madame Roberjot experienced the fame uſage.” 
It was remarked, however, by ſeveral of us, that 
the carriage was not entirely pillaged, but that 
money and valuable effects were left in it. When 
Madame Roberjot came out of her carriage, ſhe 
fell repeatedly into fits, calling out frequently, 
They have torn him away from me, before my 
eyes!” 


Tux Secretary of Legation Roſenthiel, who was in 
the town, eſcaped through the gardens about the 
commencement of the affair. He was found at 
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the houſe of the miniſter of Baden, in a ſtate of de. 
lirum. All the other perſons attached to the 
French Legation arrived in ſucceſſion, either as fu. 
gitives on foot, or with the carriages. The miniſ- 
ter Jean Debry was ſtill miſfing; no proof of his 
death was eſtabliſhed by eye-witnefles; it was 
therefore conſidered as abſolutely eflential, that e. 
very thing ſhould be attempted to ſave him. Some 
of us applied to the Captain of the Auſtrian huſ- 
fars, and ſolicited him to grant an eſcort to Major 
de Harrant, who, accompanied by ſome huſſars of 
Baden, wiſhed to go in ſearch of Jean Debry. The 
underſigning Count de Solms de Laubach offered to 
accompany him, in order to call the French miniſ- 
ter by his name, as his voice was known to Jean 
Debry. The captain granted the eſcort; and at 
day - break about four in the morning, Count Solms, 
Major Harrant, and two huſſars of Baden, under 
the eſcort of a corporal and four Imperial huſſars, 
mounted on horſeback, went to {earch the environs, 
and particularly the foreſts of Steinmaner and 
Plitterſdorff. They had not the ſatisfaction of 
finding the miniſter Jean Debry, but they learn- 
ed ſome circumftances connected with the tranſ- 
action. Major Harrant having addreſſed himſelf 
to the Baillie of Rheinau to obtain information ot 
the abſent miniſter, the Baillie inforried him, that 
me Imperial huffars had already made very ſtrick 
inquiries relative to a wounded Frenchman, whole 
diſcovery, they ſaid, was of great importance to 
them; that they had recommended ftrongly, in 
caſe a Frenchmen ſkculd be f and reſembling the 
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perſon they deſcribed, to take care not to conduct 
him to Raſtadt, but to make him paſs without the 
rown, and bring him to them at Muckenfirum 
by a road which they pointed out ; or fimply to 
take care of him, and give them noticee of his be- 
ing found. | 


Evrar thing had hitherto been done to amelio- 
rate, as much as poſſible, this horrible ftate of 
things: the preſent buſineſs was to provide for the 
ſafety of the members of the diplomatic body and 
their families. The underſigned, therefore, ad- 
dreſſed themſelves to Colonel Barbacſy, by a letter 
(No. V.) with which M. Jordan, ſecretary of the 
Pruffian Legation, was charged, who ſet out at 
four in the morning of the twenty-ninth, accom- | 
panied by an Imperial ordonnance. At ſeven in 

the morning, Jean Debry came to the houſe of the 
Pruffian minifter M. de Goertz; and his appearance 
cauſed as much pleaſure to thoſe who were pre- 
ſent, as the ſtate, in which he was,inſpired them with 
intereſt. They were the witneſſes of the firft trand- 
ports of his joy, and his gratitude to Providence, 
when he learned that his wife and children were 
Rill in life. His clothes were torn ; he was wound- 
ed in the left arm, the ſhoulder, and the noſe : his 
wig and his hat had ſaved him from the cut of a 
ſabre in ſuch a manner, that he only received a 
contuſion from the blow. Every neceffary ſuc- 
cour was immediately adminiftered to him, and we 
r 
1 
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him in French, if he was Jean Debry ? to which 
he anſwered in the affirmative, and produced his 
paſſport, which was inftantly torn. He, his wife, 
and his daughters, were then dragged out of the 
carriage. The huſſars ftruck him, and threw him 
into a ditch by the fide of the highway: he had the 
preſence of mind to counterfeit death, and to al. 
low himſelf to be ftripped ; and this faved him. 
When the hufiars went off, he roſe and ran into 
the foreſt : not wiſhing to lay bimſelf down on the 
ground which was wet with rain, and notwith- 
ſtanding the ievere wound in his left arm, he climb- 
ed a tree, where he ſlumbered from time to time, in 
coniequence of laſſitude and fatigue. He remain- 
ed there until morning, when he proceeded towards 
Raſtadt. On approaching the town, he mingled 
with the multitude, who had come out to ſee the 
by the Auſtrian patroles, or the guards poſted at 
the gate, he arrived ſafely in the town. The moſi 
diſtreſſing ſpectacle for him was the dead bodies 
22 by Ts Eos 
pals.” 


e 
but in the meantime we were extremely deſirous, 
that thoſe of the French Legation who were ſaved 
ſhould have an opportunity of png Go 
M. M. Roſenkranz and Gemmingen, 
waited on the captain about nine o'clock, and flat- 
ed to him, that as ſoon as the ſituation of Jean De- 
bry and the widow of Roberjot would permit them 
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to be removed, they would proceed to the Rhine 
with their effects under the eſcort of the military 
of Baden, if the captain would anſwer for their fafe- 
ty on his honour, and give them the eſcort of an 
officer and a few huſfacs. After having ſtarted 
ſome difficulties, the captain granted this requeſt, 
but required that it ſhould be preſented to him in 
writing, which was donz. During this converſa- 
tion, ſeveral expreſſions dropped from the captain 
which deſerve notice. It was a misfortune, but 
who was to blame ?---it was not ordered!“ M. M. 
Roſenkranz and Gemmingen exprefled to him the 
the horror, which they thought the mere mention ' 
of ſuch a ſuppoſition ought to excite in the mind 
of every man of honour. He then endeavoured 
to extenuate the crime by faying,---* Our generals 
hare been killed alſo. The ſenſations which ſuch 
diſcourſe could not fail to excite in us, fince it was 
held by a man to whom our ſafety was confided, 
were only capable of being calmed by the anſwer of 
Colonel Barbacſy, which M de Jordan at laſt brought 
about eleven o'clock. He had not ſeen the Colo- 
nel himſelf ; on his arrival, he ſent notice to him, 
that he came not only in the name of the Pruffian 
Legation, but of all the Deputation of the Empire 
aſſembled at Raſtadt. The reply he received was, 
that the Colonel could not ſpeak to him, even though 
he were come in the name of God the Father and 
God the Son. M. de Jordan had indeed much 
trouble in engaging the Captain, whom he met at 
Rotenfels, to tranſmit his letter, becauſe, ſaid he, 
the Colonel has already received couriers and e- 
tafettes enough during the night.” The reaſoa 
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why M. Jordan was detained ſo long, was a falſe 
report circulated at Gernſbach of an attack being 
made by the French on the fide of Raſtadt. The 
letterof the Colonel, however, announced a man of 
honour and humanity : he promiſed an eſcort for 
the French Legation ; as for us, he declared 
it was uſeleſs and inconvenient that we ſhould ac- 
company them. 


Evxxr meaſure was immediately adopted for a 
{peedy departure. The phyfician and the ſurgęon 
were of opinion, that the journey would be lefs 
dangerous to Jean Debry, than the continuation 
of the alarming criſis in which he was placed. He 
and Madame Roberjot were equally defirous 
of ſetting out; and our ſentiments coincided 
with theirs. The captain had received orders to 
accompany them; but declared, that he was 
expreſsly prohibited from allowing us to do 
ſo, and that the German Legations might re- 
tire to their own ſtates, but not towards the 
Rhine. However diſguſting this treatment was, 
our repreſentations might have created farther 
delays: we were therefore filent. Baron de 
Gemmingen began to ſtipulate for the conditions 
of the journey. The eſcort was to confiſt of Ma- 
jor de Harrant with fix huſſars of Baden, and an 
Imperial officer with eight huffars of Szekler. M. 
de Jordan, the Pruſſian ſecretary, who had become 
acquainted with theſe troops in conſequence of his 
miſſion to Gernſbach, was the only perſon who ob- 
tained permiſſion to accompany the carriages ; and 
his com pany afforded much fatisfaction to the per- 
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ſons attached to the French Legation. They com- 
menced their departure for the third time at one 
o'clock. Was it ſurpriſing to ſee theſe unfortunate 
victims covered with the paleneſs of death on ex- 
poſing themſelves anew to the greateſt dangers, or 
to find that it was impoſſible for us to convince 
them that they had nothing to fear? They ſeem- 
ed to place confidence in cur affurances ; but a- 
mong themſelves, and to thoſe who were near them 
they whiſpered, We are going to death, u ſball be 
aſſaſſinated. Jean Debry took leave of his wife, 
who was big with child, and his daughters, in the 
moſt affecting manner. M. Roſenthiel recommended 
his fa:nily, who had long been at Strasburg, to his 
brother-in-law M. Wieland, counſellor of the Lega- 
tion of Weimar. Our reaſon blamed them; but 
could it be expected, that they ſhould have already 
forgotten what had happened ? They were ſhock- 
ed to fee among their eſcort the uniform of their 
murderers. God be praiſed, their terrible appre- 
henſions were vain : the journey was made with- 
out any diſagreeable accident. 


Taz eſcort of Imperial huffars increaſed on the 
road to about the number of thirty men, and it was 
not yet known whether the French or the Auſtri- 
ans occupied Plitterſdorff: the latter were howe- 
ver found at that place. After having travelled 
five hours, the ferry-boat was hailed with a trum- 
pet, and every perſon belonging to the French Le- 
gation was ſoon embarked. It is impoſſible to deſ- 


cribe the expreſſion which appeared on all their 
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countenances ; it was the tranſition from the fear 
of a terrible death to the hope of being ſaved. No 
words can expreſs the gratitude they teſtified to- 
wards Major de Harrant and M. de Jordan. Jean 
Debry alfo thanked the Imperial officer of the ef. 
cort in a few words, which M. de Harrant tranſl. 
lated to him. He aſſured him, that although it 
was impoſſible to forget the paſt, he ſhould al. 
ways remember the eſcort he had at leaſt obtain- 
ed; and that if ever the fortune of war ſhould oc- 
caſion any of his regiment to fall into the hands of 
the French, he would do his utmoſt to make this 
laſt action be recollected, and to repreſs every ſen- 
timent of vengeance. He made a preſent to the 
eſcort ; and on leaving Raſtadt, his wife gave one 
hundred louis to Baron d' Edleſheim for the poor 
of the town. In half an hour they reached the 
French fide of the Rhine : the horrible crime was 
not yet known there; and according to the repert 
of the coachmen of the Margrave who are return- 
ed, Jean Debry himſelf endeavoured to prevent it 
and Jordan returned to Raſtadt, which the Ger- 
man Legations had left at five o'clock. Not ha- 
ving heard any accounts of the travellers, they had 
every reaſon to believe, that they had accompliſh- 
6b 


* and 
their duty, that all the facts above ſtated are moſt 
correctly true. We have been eye witneſſes of the 
greater part of theſe events, and we have verified 
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the others with the moſt ſcrupulous attention, u- 
pon the evidences of perſons who were preſent and 
concerned in the tranſactions. We have had only in 
view to aſcertain facts in all their purity, and 
place them beyond the reach of any future miſre- 
preſentation. We have avoided as much as poſſi- 
ble giving any opinion of our own, making any 
obſervation, or yielding to the impulſe of ſenfibi- 
ny. 


The Count de GozrT2. 

The Baron de Icom, de Doms, de 
RonrRAnNz, de Nenn, de 
Rezpan. 

The Baron de Garzunr. 

The Count de Sorms-Lauzacs. 
The Baron Orro de GzrMminoczsn. 
The Baron de Erxeun. | 
The Count de Tau. 


Carlſruhe, May 1. 1799. 


VIL 


IvezrIAL Aulic Decree to the German Diet, reſpec- 


ting the late cataſtrophe near Rafladt, given in 
on the 11th June. 


His Imperial Majeſty received on the 34 ult. 
the melancholy intelligence, in a report figned by 
the Margrave of Baden himſelf, that the French 
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miniſters plenipotentiary, ſent to the congreſs of 
peace with the empire, were ſtopped late in the e. 
vening of the twenty-cighth of April on their de. 
parture in the night from Raftadr, (againſt which 
they had been adviſed by ſeveral perſons,)at a ſmall 
diftance from that city by a troop of people 
dreſſed in the Imperial military uniform; that the 
miniſters Bonnier and Roberjot were murdered by 
many cuts of ſabres; that the miniſter Jean De. 
bry, who eſcaped from death only Ly an happy ac- 
cident, had been much wounded ; and that all of 
them were robbed of a great part of their effe&s. 
His Majeſty is ſcarcely able to expreſs by words 
the great ſhock his ſentiments of juſtice and mo- 
rality have received, and the whole force of the 
impreſſion of abhorrence which has been excited in 
him, on the firſt account of this act of barbarity, 
committed, on the territory of the German empire, 
ſpecial guarantee of the right of nations. Nei- 
ther can he expreſs the indelible impreſſion this 
diſaſtrous cataſtrophe has left in his mind, which 
always entertains the moſt inviolable reſpec for 
the dignity of man, for morality, and for the ſacred 
principles of the law of nations. 


Ir is not by illiberal ſuſpicion and raſh conjec- 
tures, not by luminous imputations and partial re- 
ports of audacious fiftions, nor by the paſſionate 
ſallies of a depraved heart, and the licentious fabri- 
cations of foreign and domeſtic editors of public 
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journals: it is not by inimical repreſentations, calcu- 
lated for an increaſe of power, exactions of mo- 
ney, or other ſecret deſigns, nor by furious ſpeech. 
es in conventions, and vindictive proclamations to 
the French nation and all other ſtates; but only 
by a conſcientious, fair, and impartial inquiry, in- 
ſtituted according to the preſcription of. the laws, 
and conducted with every juridical rigour, that the 
horrid act can be traced in all its circumſtances, 
its authors and accomplices diſcovered, and the im- 
putation of the offence properly fixed both in a ſub- 
jective and objective view. For theſe purpoſes 
the moſt eligible directions and orders have accor- 
dingly been given; and his Imperial Majefty at 
the ſame time moſt folemnly declares before the 
general Diet of the empire, the whole people of 
Germany, and all Europe together, that nothing 
ſhort of the moſt perfect ſatisfaction, regardleſs of 
all other confiderations, will gratify the juſt feel- 
ings of the chief of the empire, reſpecting him 
whom the impartial ſentence of avenging juſtice 
may pronounce guilty. 


Ir is alfo the will of his Majeſty the Emperor. 
that the manner in which this melancholy event 
happened,---an event which he conſiders in various 
reſpects as a national concern of Germany, be ex- 
amined with the moſt conſcientious impartiality, 
and the moſt perfect ſatisfaction given. To 
this he himſelf is moſt urgently ind uced by the do- 
meſtic and foreign opinions encroachiag on the legal 
:nquiry, the decilion of which is thereby prejudged. 

11 
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His Majeſty farther cheriſhes the moſt ardent wiſh, 
that even the poſſibility of a ſuſpicion of any con. 
nivance be removed; ſo that in this reſpect no fort 
of blame, owing to a want of the moſt deliberate at- 
tention, ſhall be attributed either to the chief of 
the empire himſelf, or to the empire colleQively 
taken. In order to accompliſh this defign moſt ef. 
fectually, the general Diet is hereby charged, 
upon mature deliberation, to appoint deputies 
to be preſent at the inquiry which has been open- 
ed. They will moreover give every advice, with 
a patriotic and noble frankneſs, as to the ſteps 
which are to be taken as ſoon as poſſible, with regard 
to whatever the importance of ſo unheard of and 
deteſtable an event may, in their wiſdom and pru- 
dence, ſeem to require. They will thus, by giving 
their united advice, convince the impartial world, 
that the Emperor and empire are animated with 
the ſame ſentiments for the execution of the 
moſt rigorous juſtice, and granting the moſt perfect 
ſatisfaction ; and that they are inſpired with an e- 
qual and juſt abhorrence of fo ruthleſs and infamous 
an act, as well as with an equal and dutiful reſ- 
pect for morality, and the ſacred principles of the 
law of nations. His Roman and Imperial Majeſty, 
therefore, expects the advice of the empire with 
all poffible ſpeed, and with all the fervency of his 
wiſhes as chief of the empire. His Majeſty re- 
mains in other reſpeas, &c. 


Francis, Emperor. 
Done at Vienna, June 6th, 1799. 
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On the 12th June the members of the Germanic 
Diet held a conference, in which the following re- 


ſolutions were agreed upon, reſpecting the Imperial 
Aulic Decree : ; 


10, The deliberations upon the decree of his 
Imperial Majeſty ſhall commence on the 12th of 


July. 


ada, N 
whether decree implies a deputation of the 
ſtates, or individuals ot the empire. 


3tio, Tnar, in the latter caſe Ratiſbon ſhall be 
propoſed to the Emperor as the place of diſcuſſion; 
but in the former caſe, u ſafe place, not too diftant 
from that where the deed was perpetrated, ſhall 
be propoſed to his Imperial Majeſty. 


4/0, ONLY a deputation of four ſtates of the em- 
pire ſhall be defired, which, including the Imperi- 
al cities, ſhall conſiſt of two electoral and two 


princely deputies. 


5to, Tuar the French government ſhall after- 
wards be invited to delegate ſome perſon to affiſt 
in the inquiry, and to communicate the legal de- 
poſitions of the injured parties. 


670, Tnar the Emperor ſhall be intreated to 
give directions to the Military Commiſſion, which is 
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already ſubſiſting, to communicate all its proceed. 
ings to the Deputation, and to make the faid Com. 
miſſion colhfhem itſelf to the propoſitions the lat. 


ter. 


Las 


ma, The Deputation ſhall be provided with un- 
limited powers. 


800, Both the Deputation and Military Commiſ. 
fion ſhall be inſtructed either to agree together u- 
pon a ſentence, or to ſend the acts of their delibe. 


ration to impartial quarters. 
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